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may remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living crea- 
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THE BOW IN THE CLOUD. 



There are few objects in nature more beautiful than 
a rainbow ; and even although we are all familiar with 
its appearance, we can never gaze upon it without 
wonder and admiration. This is as much the feeling 
of the old man as of the little boy, and so the poet has 
said, 

** My heart leaps np when I behold 

A rainbow in the sky: 
So was it when my life began; 
So is it now I am a man; 
So be it when I shall grow old, 

Or let me die ! — 
The child is father to the man; 
And I could wish my days to be 
Bound each to each by natural piety.*' 

The brightest rainbow I have ever seen was on a 
memorable occasion during a recent summer holiday, 
when gazing with delighted surprise on the glory of 
the midnight • sun in the Arctic regions. There were 
heavy clouds and rain, but the midnight sun burst 
through these with intense force and brilliancy, and a 
rainbow — ^yes, a rainbow at midnight, or shortly after 
it, spanned the whole horizon that fell within its reach. 
The glorious radiance of the splendid colours lighted 
up the fiord — gilded the masts of the ships, and the 
broad black sails of the fishing boats in the little 
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harbour of Tromsoe; it touched an immense snow- 
field, and what a glory was there — like the rainbow 
round about the throne! — and farther off, in the distant 
horizon, the reflected glory formed a second arch, 
fainter in its brilliancy, but well defined, so that at 
midnight we had the sun shining in his strength, and 
the combined radiance of a double rainbow giving a 
peculiar beauty, grandeur, and sublimity to the whole 
scene. 

"Silence as of death, for Midnight even in the 
Arctic latitudes has its character: nothing but the 
granite cliffs ruddy-tinged, the peaceable gurgle of 
that slow-heaving Polar Ocean, over which in the 
utmost North the great sun hangs low and lazy, as if 
he too were slumbering. Yet is his cloud-couch wrought 
of crimson and cloth-of-gold ; yet does his light stream 
over the mirror of waters, like a tremulous fire-pillar, 
shooting downwards to the abyss, and hide itself 
under my feet. In such moments, solitude also is 
invaluable; for who would speak, or be looked on, 
when behind him lies all Europe and Africa fast asleep, 
except the watchmen; and before him the silent 
Immensity, and Palace of the Eternal, whereof our 
sun is but a porch-lamp.?" ^ 

As we descended the hill, forever connected in our 
mind with this wondrous sight, we thought of the feel- 
ings with which Noah and his family, but recently set 
free from the long confinement in the ark, and brought 
out once more into the presence of the bright green 
fields, must have gazed on this magnificent sign of a 

* Carlyle's Sartor Resarius. 



THE BOW IN THE CLOUD. 1 3 

gracious covenant when their attention was directed to 
it in the words, " I do set my bow in the cloud, and it 
shall be for a token of a covenant between me and 
the earth." 

I. The bow in the cloud is Gods testimony to His 
mercy. 

"God is love," appears in illuminated letters on 
that bright arch, glowing upon the waste of waters, 
rapidly receding from the higher levels over which 
they had rolled. It was a strange sad spectacle, like 
that which was seen on the second day of Creation, 
when God said, "Let the waters be gathered together 
unto one place, and let the dry land appear; and it 
was so." It was at the command of Mercy that the 
waters were once more called together unto one place, 
never to leave that any more to overflow the earth 
with a flood; and in token of this God said, "I do set 
my bow in the cloud," and there, amid the rush of the 
subsiding waters, it flashes out upon the dark clouds 
that still hang heavily over them, as a proof that 
"many waters cannot quench love, neither can the 
floods drown it." 

The clouds that had long poured out their torrents 
were not yet quite sealed up; and it is not at all 
unlikely that at the very moment when these words 
were repeated by the voice of Infinite Mercy from the 
excellent glory, " I do set my bow in the cloud," that 
a rainbow of unusual brightness and beauty spanned 
the horizon, and flung its radiance of brilliant colours 
over the dark forehead of the sky. If Noah and his 
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family had seen this beautiful object before, and we 
can see no reason to doubt that they had, for the 
causes that formed it had doubtless existed from the 
beginning, they would now look upon it with sacred 
interest and with entirely different feelings, for a new 
meaning and purpose were now given to this lovely 
form. The earth, washed from all its pollutions, was 
just rising fresh from the waters of the deluge. From 
some high knoll, or from the bosom of some green 
dell, still dank and dripping with heavy moisture, 
the smoke of the sacrifice, the token of grateful hearts 
for a mighty deliverance, went up to heaven. This 
hallowed spot may be called the second cradle of the 
race, where a new era of life was entered upon. Strange 
stillness was over the earth, the water and every 
living thing, now held in suspense as to the result of 
that first offering after the terrible baptism was over. 
This expression of fervent gratitude came up with 
acceptance before God. It was in mercy deemed a 
fitting occasion on the part of the Almighty to enter 
into covenant relation with Noah and his family, as 
representing all who were to succeed them; and so we 
read the terms of future blessing to the world in these 
words, "I will not again curse the ground any more 
for man's sake ; neither will I again smite any more 
everything living, as I have done. While the earth 
remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, 
and summer and winter, and day and night, shall not 
cease; and I will establish my covenant with you; 
neither shall all flesh be cut off any more by the waters 
of a flood; neither shall there any more be a flood to 
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destroy the earth." This was the divine arrange- 
ment announced on this solemn occasion to all who 
had survived the deluge, and they, and they only, 
could fully appreciate the merciful character of this 
announcement after the awful calamity from which 
they had just escaped. 

The sign or seal of the new covenant made with 
God and man in Christ Jesus was the precious blood 
of the Lamb: — 

" In this the covenant is sealed. 
And Heayen*s eternal grace revealed." 

In the covenant which God made with Noah and his 
family after the flood the seal or sign that was 
selected by God himself was the bow in the cloud 
overarching the world with the radiant hues of 
mercy. Every colour spoke of love in words of 
cheering promise to the heart of man. The cloud 
portended rain; it held the very element that had 
destroyed the world. Might not that be let loose again ? 
No! the bow was in it, the seal of the covenant 
spanned its dark forehead, and it was the symbol of 
a new and merciful arrangement, referred to in the 
words of the prophet — "For this is as the waters of 
Noah unto me : for as I have sworn that the waters 
of Noah should no more go over the earth ; so have 
I sworn that I would not be wroth with thee, nor 
rebuke thee." Could any object in nature have been 
more appropriately chosen to be the seal of the 
covenant than the bow in the cloud, so conspicuous, 
so splendid, and brightening^ the darkest hour of 
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gloom during the day with a very dower of beauty — 
**a thing of beauty" born of rain and of sunshine, bearing 
at once the smile of a bright sky and of clear sunlight 
flashing through the darkness, — gilded tears hung like 
orient pearls on the bosom of the cloud. The bow 
cannot exist without these tears, so that the very 
clement which drowned the world is chosen as the 
approprinte sign of the covenant which shall bind up 
the clouds of heaven, and say to the fountains of the 
great deep, "Hitherto shalt thou come and no further." 
Where there is no rain to fall there is no cloud, and 
where there is no cloud there is no bow ; so that the 
beautiful child of rain and sunshine is set to be a sign 
that the strength of the cloud must yield, when its 
power seems to be greatest, to the sovereign voice of 
Him who has said in mercy, "And the bow shall be 
in the cloud; and I will look upon it, that I may 
remember the everlasting covenant between God and 
every living creature of all flesh that is upon the 
earth." We may not remember this when we see the 
rainbow in the sky, we may not think of the great 
purpose of Jehovah in that bright arch when we pause 
to admire its brilliant colours, but God remembers it, 
and the bow is still as much to Him as ever the token 
of a covenant of mercy, that the earth shall no more 
be swept by the waters of a deluge. 

n. The bow in the cloud is God's testimony to His 
love of the bcautifnl in nature and in life. 

Notwithstanding all that sin has done to deface 
and disfigure this world, how full of beauty it is! The 
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reason is, God is Beauty, as well as Love ; the source 
and the soul of the beautiful. The smallest flower in 
the waste places of the earth is a proof of this. 

" To me the meanest flower that blows can give 
Thoughts that do often lie too deep for tears.'* 

There are traces everywhere throughout creation 
of an original beauty, of a divine eye and taste for it. 
of a divine soul or fountain from which it proceeds, 
notwithstanding all that is dismal, dark, and destruc- 
tive in the reign of sin. In spite of all its ravages 
and deformities, the soul of beauty breathes every- 
where, and the tiniest flower in the desert, or on the 
moorland waste, or on the bleak hillside, feels its 
quickening power, and blushes in a loveliness all its 
own. The rainbow flashing its brilliant radiance over 
the dark and threateninfj cloud is God's own testi- 
mony to His love of the beautiful, not only in nature 
but in life. 

The beautiful in life is still dearer to God than the 
beautiful in nature, for it is beauty of a higher kind, 
the "beauty of holiness." "Be ye holy as I am holy." 
"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see 
God." 

What a harmony, what a beautiful blending of 
colours, what a complete rounded sweep, there is in 
the rainbow shining on the dark cloud! Oh that 
our lives were as lovely, amidst the sins and 
sorrows of city life, and all the darkness that is around 
us! God grant that Faith, Hope, and Charity may 
be as finely blended in our lives as the radiant 

B 
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colours are in the bow that God has set in the cloud, 
as His testimony to His love of the beautiful in nature 
and in life! 

" If faith, and hope, and kindness passed, as coin, 'twixt heart and heart, 
How, thro' the eye's tear-blindness, should the sudden soul upstart! 
The dreary, dim, and desolate, should wear a sunny bloom. 
And Love should spring from buried Hate, like flowers o'er Winter's 
tomb. 

The leaf-tongues of the forest, and the flow'r lips of the sod — 
The happy birds that hymn their raptures in the ear of GoJ — 
The summer wind that bringeth music over land and sea, 
Have each a voice that singeth this sweet song of songs to me — 
This world is full of beauty, as other worlds above ; 
And, if we did our duty, it might be full of love." 



HI. The bow in the cloud is God's testimony to His 
presence^ and His power to help in the darkest hour of 
trial 

Sunshine is no less needful than the rain and the 
cloud for the production of the bow. It is the' natural 
effect of the refraction and reflection of the rays of the 
sun falling upon drops of water — sunshine, rain, and 
cloud are required before this arch of glory can appear 
on the sky. God's hand paints the rainbow on the dark 
cloud, and you see the tokens of His presence there; 
you read His promises there, suited to every variety 
and circumstance of life — promises as comforting to 
the soul as the colours of the rainbow are pleasing to 
the eye. It is the brightness and beauty of hope 
which the bow gives to the dark cloud ; and will not 
God in mercy so beautify and bless even the darkest 
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trials of life? Will there not be the bow in the cloud 
here as well as there? 

Some distressing calamity happens, and it seems to 
be cloud and darkness aItoc;ctlicr — not one ray of 
light in it or about it. But wait a little: the bow will 
appear in the cloud, in the form of much heroic self- 
denial, in noble deeds, and generous sympathy, and 
charity, and the heart of the whole country will be 
moved to its very depths, as at the present moment it 
is by the sufferings of those families that have been 
so suddenly and so awfully bereaved. These feelings, 
these deeds, are the bow in the cloud which brightens 
the gloomiest trial, cheers many a desolate heart, and 
sheds the light of hope on many a dark and dreary 
home. But for suffering, some of the noblest deeds 
of heroic self-sacrifice would never have been per- 
formed. The darkness of the cloud brings out all the 
more, by striking contrast, the beauty of the bow, 
which flashes its splendour over it; and the gloom 
of some terrible calamity brings out, by its very 
sadness, the redeeming and noble features of our 
common humanity. It'is not all cloud; if so, we would 
be driven to utter despair; but God sets His bow in 
the cloud, and light springs up in the darkness, to 
brighten it with the beauty of warm charity and 
generous deeds. 

On going up the hill in the neighbourhood of Trom- 
soe to get a better view of the midnight sun there was 
no trace of the sun to be seen, for the heavens were 
entirely covered with clouds, and heavy rain began to 
fall. Notwithstanding the unfavourable state of the 
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weather, a friend, a native of the district, insisted that 
we should continue our ascent, as the sun, he assured 
us, would break through with unusual splendour about 
midnight. He knew better than we did ; but we must 
confess that we went up the hill almost hopeless as 
to seeing the grand spectacle which his enthusiastic 
remarks had led us to expect It was just as he said, 
for about midnight the sun burst through these clouds 
with intense force, and with a brilliancy that was 
quite dazzling. The brightness was all the greater 
and all the more striking by way of contrast than if 
there had been no cloud at all, and but for the rain 
we would have had no bow in the cloud. So is it 
with many events in life, with many trials that fill us 
with gloomy forebodings; but depend upon it, the 
hand of your heavenly Father will strike out a great 
brightness from these clouds, and this will sooner or 
later burst through, and reveal new glory, new com- 
forts, and inspire with new hopes. On these very 
clouds you will yet find the bright radiance of the 
bow of God's promise, assuring you of His presence 
and of His love. 

" Behind a frowning providence 
He hides a smiling face.'' 

So was it with the Psalmist when he said, "Weeping 
may endure for a night" — that was the cloud; but 
"joy cometh in the morning" — that was the bow in the 
cloud. So was it with Job when he said, "Though he 
slay me" — that was the cloud, for faith surely was then 
at a low ebb ; the trial had become desperate, but the 
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bow is near, like the clear shining of the sun after rain, 
and it appears in the words that immediately follow, 
" yet will I trust in him." We have the same in the 
words : 

" Why art thou then cast down, my soul? 
What should discourage thee? 
And why with vexing thoughts art thou 
Disquieted in me?" 

This is the cloud, but the bow breaks forth into 
brightness and beauty in the words that follow: 

" Still trust in God; for Him to praise 
Good cause I yet shall have : 
He of my countenance is the health. 
My God that doth me save." 

So was it with the apostle in regard to that trouble 
which he called " the thorn in the flesh," and for which 
he prayed the Lord thrice that it might depart. 
That was the cloud to him ; but the bow was in it, in 
the promise which sustained him, and took the sting 
out of his trial, " My grace is sufficient for thee, my 
strength is made perfect in weakness." So was it 
with Jacob when he said, amid a succession of trials, 
"All these things are against me" — that was the cloud 
to him ; but it was soon spanned with the bow of pro- 
mise, when God said to him, " I am the God of thy 
father: fear not to go down into Egypt, for I will there 
make of thee a great nation." So was it with our 
blessed Saviour in the darkest hour of His bitter 
experience, when "his sweat was as it were great 
drops of blood, falling down to the ground," and the 
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cry of His agony pierced the ear of midnight — that 
was the cloud ; but the bow was in it, for " an angel 
appeared from heaven strengthening him," and he could 
say, " The cup which my Father hath given me, shall 
I not drink it?" There is no cloud that darkens the 
horizon of God's people without its silver lining, or 
its cheering bow of promise; even in the darkest hour 
light will be made to arise. There is no cup, however 
bitter, that God puts into the hands of His people, but 
has some drops of sweetness in it, no trial, however 
severe, without divine help to lighten the burden. 
"He tempers the wind to the shorn lamb ;" "He stayeth 
his rough wind in the day of his east wind." Mercy 
is mingled with judgment, so that if we have to speak 
of the one with bated breath, we have also to sing of 
the other with joyful hearts. 

God in His great mercy grant, that in every cloud 
which gathers over us, in every bitter experience which 
falls to our lot, in every trial that sickens the heart, 
we may all feel that there is to us a new and precious 
meaning in the words of our heavenly Father, " I do 
set my bow in the cloud!" 

There is one heavy cloud, which often hangs in 
darkness upon homes, where little ones have been 
taken away to the bright and happy home above. 
It was this cloud which darkened the palace home 
of David the king when he said, "While the cliild was 
yet alive I fasted and wept, for I said, Who can tell 
whether God will be gracious to me, that the child 
may live.^ But now he is dead, wherefore should I 
fast? can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, 
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but he will not return to me." It is said that a tribe 
of North American Indians cherished a strong faith 
in regard to the origin of the rainbow. They imagined 
it to be formed of the flowers that little children 
gathered in the spirit-land, and which they hung like 
a beautiful garland on the forehead of the sky, so 
that bereaved home circles might be assured of their 
happiness, and be comforted, when they saw "the 
rainbow's lovely form." Shall we have less faith than 
this? 

"And the mother gave, in tears and pain. 
The flowers she most did love; 
She knew she should find them all again 
In the fields of light above. 

" Oh not in cruelty, not in wrath, 
The reaper came that day; 
*Twas an angel visited the green earth, 
And took the flowers away." 

Other tribes are said to have held that the rainbow 
was the pathway to the spirit-world. It is a beautiful 
thought, sunshine and shadow blended together on 
our way home. 

** Let us be patient ! These severe afllictions 
Not firom the ground arise, 
But oftentimes celestial benedictions 
Assume this dark disguise." 

IV. The brightest boWy in the darkest cloudy is the 
Cross of Christ, 

Three of the darkest hours in the history of the 
world were those from the sixth till the ninth hour. 
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when the Saviour hung dying on the accursed tree. 
Dark, terribly dark, was that cloud, yet after all never 
did the love of God shed a stronger light on any dark- 
ness; never was there a brighter bow seen on any 
cloud. 

The Cross of Christ is the bow in the cloud which 
sin has gathered over the whole world, and over the 
soul of the individual sinner. It is this, and this alone, 
that will brighten the cloud and dispel the darkness. 
It is here and nowhere else that "light is sown for the 
righteous." Christ is the Light of the World, and the 
brightest beams of that light came from His Cross 
during the very three hours of which it is said, that 
"there was darkness over all the land, from the sixth 
till the ninth hour." This is the light of life; seek it, 
walk in it, "until the day break and the shadows 
flee away." There are many false lights in the 
darkness, that only dazzle and mislead; but this Light 
is your life, your safety, your peace; it will shine 
"more and more unto the perfect day." It is the 
Light of love : — 

**0h *twas love, 'twas wondrous love! 
The love of God to me j 
It brought my Saviour from above, 
To die on Calvary." 

May we not change the "cloud" for the "cross," 
and read thus, I do set my bow in the CROSS .^ For 
it is here that all the attributes of Jehovah are 
wondrously combined in a glorious harmony, like the 
blended colours in the bow. "Mercy and truth are 
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met together; righteousness and peace have kissed 
each other." "Truth shall spring out of the earth, and 
righteousness shall look down from heaven." **God is 
the Lord who hath shewed us light," first at the altar, 
and then at the Cross, to which the ancient altar of 
sacrifice pointed. " Bind the sacrifice with cords, even 
unto the horns of the altar." "God spared not his 
own Son, but delivered him up for us all." Since 
God has placed His bow in the Cross, let us place all 
our hopes there. 

"Other refuge have I none, 
Hangs my helpless soul on Thee." 

"God forbid that I should glory save in the cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified 
unto me, and I unto the world." 
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And Elijah said unto Ahah^ Get thee up, eat and drink; for there is a 
sound of abundance of rain. So Ahab went up to eat and to drink: and 
Elijah went up to the top of Carmel ; and he cast himself down upon the 
earthy and put his face between his knees^ and said to his servant^ Go up 
now, look toiuard the sea. And he went up, and looked, and said. There 
is nothing. And he said. Go again seven times. And it came to pass, at 
the seventh time, that he said, Behold, there ariseth a little cloud out of the 
sea, like a nmn^s hand. And he said. Go up, say unto Ahab, Prepare 
thy chariot, and get thee down, thai the rain stop thee not. And it came 
to pass, in the meanwhile, that the heaven was black with clouds and wind^ 
and there was a great rain (i KL xviii. 41-45). 
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There are some incidents in the life of the grand 
old prophet Elijah which place him beyond the sphere 
of our humanity. One is almost apt to exclaim on 
reading an account of these, "Is he a god or a man?'* 
Had he lived in a pagan country, where the worship 
of the one living and true God was utterly unknown, 
he would have been one of the deities whom the 
people worshipped. His name and his deeds would 
have been associated with divine honours. As a 
prophet he was certainly one of the giants, and in 
point of stern and rugged grandeur of character no 
one approaches him. He raises the dead ; controls the 
elements of nature; seals up the clouds of heaven by 
his prayers, and opens them again when he pleads on 
Mount Carmel for rain. Take him all in all there is 
a majestic isolation about him like that of some Alpine 
peak which shoots up far above the surrounding 
mountains — a moral sublimity that gives him an exalted 
but lonely position, and makes him at times an 
object of awe and dread. And yet beneath this stern 
and rugged exterior there is a warm and tender heart 
that melts in pity at the widow's tale of sorrow — a 
soul glowing with sympathy that cannot rest till the 
^mpty meal-barrel in her desolate dwelling is filled, 
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her cruise of oil replenished, and her dead son restored 
to life. His was a nature as rugged as a rocky 
mountain, as bold as a lion, and yet as gentle and 
sensitive as the heart of a mother when she comforteth 
a son passing through some great sorrow. His life 
was cast upon an evil time, and from the darkness 
of that degenerate age he bursts upon the stage of 
history like a flash of lightning from a dark thunder- 
cloud. With startling abruptness he confronts the 
godless king in a message as- awful as it was 
sudden, "As the Lord God of Israel liveth before 
whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these 
years, but according to my word.*' He seemed to be 
girt about with steel, but there was an opening in the 
joints of his harness, as well as in that of King Ahab; 
and this great prophet, who wielded a power that 
made him superhuman, could be reached at a weak 
and open point, and when touched there he became 
faint as other men, and threw himself down under 
a juniper-tree in the desert. Weary of his life, he 
would have gladly thrown it away, for he prayed that 
ho might die, and not live. Which of us in some 
moment of despondency has not done the same.'* 1-Ie 
was but man, and encompassed with the infirmities of 
our nature. The apostle James has drawn his char- 
acter and position in these striking words, **Elias was 
a man subject to like passions as we are, and he 
prayed earnestly that it might not rain, and it rained 
not on the earth by the space of three years and six 
months. And he prayed again, and the heavens gave 
rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit." It was 
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an evil time for the country, for the people were all 
but wholly given up to idolatry, and they required to 
be arrested in their downward career by such mani- 
festations of divine power and judgment as would 
destroy their idols and bring them back in their 
allegiance to the God of their fathers. What a day 
of mental strain and excitement that must have been 
to the prophet when he summoned his countrymen, 
the priests of Baal, the king and all his courtiers, to 
Mount Carmel, and offered them this test: **Call ye 
on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name 
of the Lord, and the God that answereth by fire, let 
him be God!" You know the result, and the scathing 
irony of Elijah's words to the frantic priests of Baal 
when they wrought themselves up into a mad fury to 
bring the sign whicli was never given: *'And it came 
to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked them, and said. 
Cry aloud; for he is a god ; either he is talking, or he 
is pursuing, or he is in a journey, or peradventure 
he sleepeth, and must be awaked." 

That memorable day stands out in a splendour and 
dignity all its own in the history of the world. It was 
a day on which mighty destinies hung, not for one 
nation merely, but for the cause of God in all time. 
Prayer was the grand moving power on that day. 
"Hear me, O Lord, hear me; that this people may 
know that thou art the Lord God, and that thou hast 
turned their heart back again." 

The testing sign was granted in answer to prayer, and 
when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces exclaim- 
ing, "The Lord, he is the God; the Lord, he is the God." 
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It was not a time for half measures or for gentle 
dealing, but an hour for the stern rough-handed work 
of justice. Kighteous judgment was the greatest 
mercy that could be granted to the nation, and so not 
one of the false prophets, who had long held the 
deluded people in their fatal leading-strings, was 
allowed to escape. Dangerous maladies require sharp 
cures, and Elijah was just the man that was needed 
for such a time. And yet after the terrible tragedy 
that was enacted at the brook Kishon, what are we to 
think of the man who could say to the king in the 
midst of it all, **Get thee up, eat and drink.*' Are 
these the words of pity, or of bitter irony, or of both 
combined.^ "Get thee up, eat and drink!" Was it a 
time for the one or the other .^ The prophet knew the 
man he had to deal with. Nero fiddled when Rome 
was in flames, and Ahab could eat and drink amid all 
the sufferings of his famine-stricken people. **So 
Ahab went up to eat and to drink." These few 
words give us an insight into the man's nature. But 
what now of the prophet.^ Where did he go.^ No 
food, no drink for him as yet What a gulf, what a 
contrast between the two men! "And Elijah went 
up to the top of Carmel; and he cast himself down 
upon the earth, and put his face between his knees, 
and said to his servant. Go up now, look toward the 
sea. And he went up, and looked, and said, There is 
nothing. And he said. Go again seven times. And 
it came to pass, at the seventh time, that he said, 
Behold, there ariseth a little cloud out of the sea, like 
a man's hand." 
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What now of the teachings of that little cloud, which 
we see rising again before us on the page of the sacred 
narrative? 

I. Great movements issuing in mighty results have 
small beginnings. 

That little cloud rising out of the sea, at first no 
bigger than a man's hand, overspread the whole hor- 
izon, "and it came to pass in the meanwhile, that the 
heaven was black with clouds and wind." But a little 
ago there was only a dim speck to be seen rising out 
of the sea on the far distant edge of the blue horizon ; 
but now the cloud like the man's hand can be 
measured no longer, for it has spread all over the 
heavens, and left not a single trace of the sky behind. 
And is not this typical of the rise of great movements, 
agencies, and discoveries, to which the world owes so 
much } The hand of God in history has oftentimes 
been like the little cloud rising out of the sea. What 
a mighty power the printing-press is in every country 
that lays claim to civilization, and how small it was in 
its commencement. A few letters were cut one day, 
for amusement, on the bark of a tree. The idea 
occurs to the rude carver to take an impression of these 
upon paper, for the purpose of pleasing his children ; 
or perhaps it was all the result of mere accident, as 
we say, without any design at all, but to while away the 
time. Be this as it may, he succeeded, to his surprise, 
in getting a rough copy of his letters and in this first 
attempt lay the germ of the whole art which has given 
wings to knowledge, and stability to the rights and 

C 
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the liberties of man. This has done more for the 
spread of Christianity than the gift of tongues did to 
the early Church. Books are multiplied like the leaves 
of the forest when the Spirit of God renews the face 
of the earth. How often might the whole surface of 
the globe, or the wide sweep of the visible horizon, be 
covered with the sheets that issue from the printing- 
press, now wrought by the giant arm of steam, which 
was also at the first like a little cloud rising out of the 
sea! Look at that great steam-ship — an ocean-palace, 
or at that ironclad with its ponderous engines — the 
war-horse of the sea — and go back through all the 
stages in the gradual development of that power by 
which they are propelled, and find the germ of it in 
the vapour of that tea-kettle, making the lid dance 
upon it, and at the same time inspiring the brain of 
the youthful genius with the grand idea of what might 
be achieved by steam, which has bridged oceans, spread 
a net-work of railways over every civilized country, and 
brought the most distant parts of the world together. 
And so has it been with the development and appli- 
cation of other grand ideas as they have been carried 
out in magnetism, the electric telegraph, and in 
pictures taken by the sun. So will it be, I have no 
doubt, with the recent discovery for conveying sounds 
to a great distance by the telephone, and with other 
inventions that are now in their infancy. 

The same applies to the rapid progress made by 
benevolent movements and agencies from very 
small beginnings, as, for example, the dawn of the 
Reformation, when the solitary voice of a poor miner's 
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son Startled Europe from the slumber of ages. The 
Pilgrim Fathers landed at Plymouth rock from the 
Mayflower, They rose a little band out of the sea, on 
which they had been long tempest-tossed, and I have 
read, somewhere, that the very year on which they 
landed on the shores of America the first ship that 
brought slaves to that continent sailed up one of the 
rivers of Virginia. That heavy-built Dutch lugger 
filled with slaves was the " little black cloud " which in 
an after age burst in terrible disaster over that land. 
The Mayfloivery carrying the Pilgrim Fathers, was 
" the little cloud " of blessing, destined in the provi- 
dence of a wise and loving God to drive the ** sum of 
human villainy" from that mighty commonwealth. 
"God hath chosen the weak things of the world to con- 
found the things which are mighty; and things that are 
not, to bring to nought things that are." "Behold, there 
ariseth a little cloud out of the sea like a man's hand." 
So has it been with the Missionary Enterprise and our 
great Bible Societies, with the early efforts for the 
abolition of slavery, or the monopoly of the food of 
the people, or with the noble struggles of heroic men 
and women to stamp out some crushing and grievous 



wrong. 



** Once the welcome light has broken 

Who shall say 
What the unimagined glories 

Of the day? 
What the evil that shall perish 

In its ray? " 



Let US not despair. Let us take courage. Let us not 
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despise the day of small things. " The little one will 
become a thousand, and the small one a strong nation;" 
and **the worm Jacob will be made to thresh the 
mountains." "Who art thou, O great mountain.^ 
before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain : and he 
shall bring forth the head-stone with shoutings, crying, 
Grace, grace, unto it." " There shall be an handful of 
corn in the earth, upon the top of the mountains." 
Small indeed ! but it is the seed-corn of an abundant 
harvest, " the fruit thereof shall shake like Lebanon : 
and they of the city shall flourish like grass of the 
earth." This is the symbol of the progress made by 
the Christian faith. "It is like a grain of mustard- 
seed, which a man took and cast into his garden ; and 
it grew, and waxed a great tree ; and the fowls of the 
air lodged in the branches of it." The psalmist gives 
us another beautiful illustration of this growth in the 
following striking symbol of the nation's history, which 
he compares to a vine: — "Thou preparedst room 
before it, and didst cause it to take deep root, and it 
filled the land. The hills were covered with the 
shadow of it, and the boughs thereof were like the 
goodly cedars. She sent out her boughs to the sea, 
and her branches unto the river." 

II. That little cloud is the token of the mighty power 
of prayer. 

He who prayed earnestly three years and six 
months before this, that the clouds might be sealed 
up in judgment on a guilty nation, now prays with all 
the passionate fervour of his nature that they might 
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be opened in mercy. The country was on the 
verge of ruin for the want of rain. Every brook was 
dried up, every well was empty. Man and beast were 
driven to the last extremity. The sad condition of 
the country is described in the words of the prophet — 
"And tiieir nobles have sent their little ones to the 
waters: they came to the pits, and found no water; 
they returned with their vessels empty; they were 
ashamed and confounded, and covered their heads. 
Because the ground is chapt, for there was no rain in 
the earth, the ploughmen were ashamed, they covered 
their heads. Yea, the hind also calved in the field, and 
forsook it, because there was no grass." There is not 
a word of Elijah's prayer given, but we have the cry 
of the prophet Jeremiah uttered on a similar occasion 
when drought prevailed, — "O Lord, though our 
iniquities testify against us, do thou it for thy name's 
sake : for our backslidings are many ; we have sinned 
against thee. O the hope of Israel, the Saviour 
thereof in time of trouble, why shouldest thou be as a 
stranger in the land, and as a wayfaring man that 
turneth aside to tarry for a night.? Why shouldest 
thou be as a man astonied, as a mighty man that can- 
not save ? yet thou, O Lord, art in the midst of us, 
and we are called by thy name; leave us not." 

Elijah had the promise of God to plead, contained 
in the following message: — **Go show thyself unto 
Ahab, and I will send rain upon the earth." He had 
faith in this promise, and therefore he prayed with 
expectancy; and in the belief that rain would be 
granted he said to his servant, "Go up now, look 
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toward the sea." And why look there, and for what ? 
For the little cloud that would be the sign of rain, 
and which would certainly rise from the sea. 

What a picture of expectancy and earnest impor- 
tunity Elijah is as he cast himself down upon the 
earth and put his face between his knees ! He assumed 
the attitude of an earnest suppliant, and he would not 
change it till the token of coming rain was given. 
Six times did the servant go and look toward the sea, 
but there was nothing as yet on its sparkling waters, 
on the burning earth, or on the cloudless sky, glowing 
with heat, to give sign of approaching rain. He only 
brought the same message, " There is nothing." 
Those who have heard Mendelssohn's magnificent 
oratorio "Elijah" will not soon forget the touching 
solo of the servant, again and again repeated to his 
anxious master. At last, as he strains his eyes over 
the sea for the seventh time, he sees a small speck 
rising on the distant horizon, and in a moment he is at 
his master's side, who is still pleading for rain in the 
spirit of Jacob at Peniel, " I will not let thee go except 
thou bless me." The sign of rain is given in answer 
to prayer, and the welcome message is this, " Behold, 
there ariseth a little cloud out of the sea like a man's 
hand." Little it was, but it was the mighty power of 
prayer that brought it; and who may limit that power 
which moves the arm that moves the universe.? 

Prayer is a direct and solemn appeal from the heart 
of the suppliant to a personal God for the special 
blessing that is so earnestly desired. It is an appeal 
that rises above all natural law and goes direct to the 
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Lawgiver Himself, who controls all natural laws and 
forces, which are but the expression of His own will, 
to the issue for which the appeal is made. But it 
may be asked, "If there are certain fixed laws or 
forces in nature, can there be any place for prayer, any 
power in it.^" Most certainly; for the place assigned 
to prayer, and the power that lies in it, are as much a 
part of God's appointment as any law or force which 
affects the air, the land, or the sea, or any portion of 
the material creation. Any fixed law in nature can 
never alter God's appointment as to the need and 
efficacy of prayer, which is as much a law of the 
spiritual life as any of the laws are by which God 
controls the elements of nature. All these are far 
more under His direct control than are the keys of a 
musical instrument in the hands of a skilful musician, 
who can strike any note at pleasure and call forth any 
melody he wills. When I raise a book or any other 
light object and hold it in my hand I do not thereby 
suspend the law of gravitation, but my will controls it 
for the purpose I have in view. And shall we deny 
this power to the great God, the Almighty Lawgiver, 
the source of all law and order in the material universe, 
when prayer rises to Him as a direct appeal for 
help.^ Shall the efficacy of prayer not be found in the 
very reign of law itself, which the Almighty can 
wield at any moment to His own purpose as the 
hearer of prayer.^ God willed the rising of that cloud 
out of the sea, in obedience to certain fixed laws that 
affect the earth, the air, and the ocean; and the prayers 
of the prophet were as much the result of a fixed law 
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which he obeyed, and hence the answer to his prayer. 
Our duty to pray to God is no less a fixed law than 
gravitation; and the very reign of law, with God above 
all as the Supreme Lawgiver, is the security that our 
prayers, when in accordance with His will, cannot be 
in vain. Would that cloud have risen out of the sea 
at the time it did had there been no prayer on the 
part of Elijah? It would be presumptuous on our 
part to say it would. We have no right to expect it 
Elijah did not unless he prayed. He had the divine 
promise that there would be rain by-and-by; but this 
only made him the more earnest in his entreaty for it, 
for God works out His gracious designs as much through 
prayer on our part as by the operation of natural laws. 
Both are designed to work in harmony, and our duty 
as to prayer is plain by the arrangement and command 
of God, who knows best what we need, and how we 
are to obtain it. " Call upon me in the day of trouble; 
I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me." 
" Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and show thee 
great and mighty things, which thou knowest not." The 
Almighty had promised rain, and the prophet prayed 
in faith without ever thinking for a moment that the 
uniform operation of natural force in earth, or sea, or 
air, could present the slightest obstacle to the granting 
of the blessing for which he so earnestly besought the 
Lord. He turned the promise of God into a plea, and 
it is not at all likely that he ever thought of a single 
law or force in nature, or if he did, he knew that it 
would be the willing servant of the great God in 
fulfilling his request. The rising of the little cloud 
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out of the sea was certainly in obedience to fixed law, 
but fixed by God for the purpose of being so controlled 
by His almighty will that the issue might be in 
accordance with the cry of His servant. There was 
nothing unusual in the appearance of the little cloud, 
for this was, and still is a well-known phenomenon on 
the Mediterranean and other seas. But it rose at the 
time it did, in answer to the cry of the suppliant, by 
the will of God, for what is natural law without that 
will? It is but the expression of that will and the 
means of working out its designs. What is the 
connection between the prayer of the prophet and the 
little cloud rising out of the sea ? It is God's ordained 
connection between prayer and those physical changes 
which He sees to be necessary for the good of His 
people. Prayer does enter into the sphere of the 
physical as well as into the spiritual. You cannot 
draw a hard and fast line between these two — you 
cannot tell where the one ends and the other begins. 
Some would limit prayer to the region of the spiritual 
and exclude it from the physical; but that surely has 
no warrant from Scripture, certainly not from the 
example of Elijah, nor from that of our Lord Himself. 
Did He not teach us to pray for our daily bread.? 
The God of nature, who is at the head of the material 
universe with all its elements and laws and changes 
under His control, willed that the little cloud should 
rise out of the sea at the moment it did, and that 
in obedience to fixed law. But the prayer of the 
prophet was as much a part of the purpose of God as 
the rising of the little cloud itself. He had no reason 
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to expect that it would appear apart from his prayer. 
The very reverse of this. It was enough for him, and 
let it be the same to ourselves, that " in all things by 
prayer and supplication" it is our duty "to make our 
requests known unto God." The prayer and the 
answer are bound together in the divine decree, 
whether the region into which our prayers enter be 
the physical or the spiritual. It is worthy of notice 
that it is in reference to this very prayer of the 
prophet on Mount Carmel that the apostle James 
urged the duty of prayer on the believers of his day, 
assuring them that "the effectual fervent prayer 
of a righteous man availeth much." 

Thank God for the privilege of prayer and for free- 
dom of access at all times to a throne of grace in the 
name of Him whom the Father heareth always. " My 
voice shalt thou hear, O Lord ; in the morning will I 
direct my prayer unto thee, and will look up." The 
most memorable days which I spent in the East were, 
first of all, those which were devoted to leisurely strolls 
on the Mount of Olives, where " He offered up prayers 
with strong cryings and tears, and was heard in that 
He feared." Next to these were three days, one of 
them a Sabbath, which I spent on the top of Carmel, 
gazing with profound interest and delight uponthesame 
sea from which the little cloud arose, and on the same 
deep blue sky over which it spread with a great black- 
ness, and from which it burst in showers of blessing on 
the parched land. Let nothing shake your confidence 
in prayer, or lower this high privilege in the warmest 
love of your heart. 
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** More things are wrought by prayer 
Than this world dreams of. Wherefore, let thy voice 
Rise like a fountain for me night and day, 
For what are men better than sheep or goats 
That nourish a blind life within the brain, 
If, knowing God, they lift not hands of prayer 
Both for themselves and those who call them friend? 
For so the whole round earth is every way 
Bound by gold chains about the feet of God." 

III. The little cloud was freighted with blessing to 
the whole country. 

In this land of rain, and rivers, and streams, and 
mountain rills, where every hillside has its wimpling 
burn, and every brae its " bonnie wee well," we can 
scarcely conceive what the joy of the people would be 
when they saw the unmistakable signs of approaching 
rain in the gathering clouds and the rising wind. The 
first Arabic word which the traveller is likely to 
learn when passing through the desert is, "Moyeh! 
Moyeh!" — ^Water! Water! and with what joy would 
the words, Rain! Rain! burst from the lips of the 
people, who had suffered so long from the horrors 
of drought! Elijah was now so certain that an abun- 
dance of rain was at hand, that he said to his servant, 
"Go up, say unto Ahab, prepare thy chariot; and 
get thee down, that the rain stop thee not." The 
warning was needed, "For it came to pass in the 
meanwhile, that the heaven was black with clouds and 
wind, and there was a great rain." The little cloud, 
at first no bigger than a man's hand, had overspread 
the whole sky, and was now a great storehouse of 
blessing for the parched and wasted land. It was 
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again enriched with " the river of God which is full of 
water." Its *' paths dropped fatness," and the baked 
and dried-up earth was made soft and blythe with 
showers. 

In speaking of the blessings brought by that little 
cloud let us never overlook the inseparable connection 
which the life and the prayers of that one man 
Elijah had with these. Single-handed and alone, 
what a tower of strength, what a power for good he 
was in that degenerate age! So is it still, for what a 
blessing even one man may be to his country by his 
unflinching love of truth and goodness, by his high- 
sou led patriotism and deeds of benevolence, by his 
spirit of enterprise in originating and carrying out a 
mission of mercy> for which many, not only now, but 
in future generations, shall cherish his memory with 
profound gratitude. Our country has not a few fondly- 
cherished names of men who rose like the little cloud, 
gained strength and influence as they advanced in 
years, and who consecrated soul, body, and spirit to 
the cause of their country and their God. The beauty 
and the blessing of such lives are of priceless value. 

The feeblest instrumentality, in the hands of God, 
is made mighty in blessing. All history is full of 
striking illustrations of this, but there is none more 
remarkable than the Cross of Christ In its weakness, 
to the Greek it appeared "foolishness," and in its 
shame, to the Jew it was "a stumbling-block;" but 
the Saviour, who knew the mighty motive power that 
was in His Cross, notwithstanding all its apparent 
weakness and shame, said, "And I^ if I be lifted up, 
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will draw all men unto me." And what a blessing 
is in the Cross of Christ to all who are drawn to it in 
faith and love! The blessings brought by the little 
cloud were but for a time, and for one nation only. 
They refreshed the earth — gave it new life and bright- 
ness, and made the hearts of the people glad and grate- 
ful. But the Cross of Christ, weak as it may appear in 
the estimation of some, is for all time, for all people, 
for the whole world. What did the world see in the 
Cross of Christ.^ A wretched felon dying there — a 
painful fact in which there could be no possible 
blessing to mankind. So thought and said the world. 
Experience knew that the little cloud would bring the 
blessing of rain, but the world saw nothing in the 
Cross of Christ but the extinction of a criminal's life. 
The world expected nothing from it, and therefore con- 
signed it to oblivion — threw it away as a trifling fact 
of no consequence, to perish on the stream of time, 
like many other things of no account that had gone 
down there to the land of utter forgetfulness. But 
has it perished ? No, and never will. Life to count- 
less multitudes of our race has issued from that death 
upon the Cross. Is it life, and peace, and joy to us.? 
It is not so much what the Cross is to others, but 
what is it — ah! what is it to ourselves? 
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// came even to pass, as the trumpeters and singers were as one, to make 
one sound to be heard in praising and thanking the Lord, and when they 
lifted up their voice with the trumpets, and cymbals, and instruments oj 
music, and praised the Lord, saying. For he is good; for his m^cy 
endureth for ever: that then the house was filled with a cloud, even the 
house of the Lord; so that the priests could not stand to minister by reason 
of the cloud: for the glory of the Lord had filled the house of God 
(2 Chron. v. 13, 14), 
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What vast preparations were made for the special 
day referred to in these words, how eagerly it was 
looked forward to, and when it came at last with what 
rejoicing it was ushered in! In the little cloud rising 
out of the sea, we had a remarkable proof of the 
efficacy of prayer; and now in the cloud of glory that 
filled the temple we have a striking illustration of the 
power of praise, and how well pleasing it is to the 
Divine Source of all true melody, of whom it is said, 
"He will joy over thee with singing." 

I. A dedication service of thanksgiving and praise, 
'iUie solemn religious assembly, which is here so 
minutely described, took place at the opening and 
dedication of Solomon's magnificent temple, to the 
service of the one living and true God. The most 
complete arrangements were made for the grandest 
display of the power of music that was ever given in 
connection with the worship of Jehovah in Old 
Testament times. The best trained voices in the 
land, accompanied with a great variety of musical 
instruments, did their very utmost to heighten the 
effect of this memorable celebration, and to make it 
quite an era in the annals of God's ancient people. 

D 
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The temple was the glory of the nation, the opening 
of it was the greatest event in the splendid reign of 
that illustrious monarch Solomon. It was a grand 
musical display, but it was far more than that; for 
music was now elevated to its noblest place in this 
world, and the heart of the entire nation must have 
been stirred to its depths by a service of song in the 
house of the Lord which seemed to partake more of 
heaven than of earth. No one who was present would 
ever forget this solemnity. The memory of it would 
linger with them for ever, and be to them a foretaste 
of a higher form of worship among the shining ranks 
of the redeemed, and of music which mortal ears only 
heard once in this world, when "suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, prais- 
ing God and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace, good-will toward men." This great 
occasion of national homage and rejoicing would be 
to all who were present "as one of the days of heaven 
upon earth." Nor can it fail to have a special interest 
for all who regard the worship of God as inseparably 
bound up with the highest interests of a people, and 
as a bond of union between all true worshippers in 
earth and heaven. Cast your minds back to that red- 
letter day in the annals of ancient Israel, when the 
gates of the temple were thrown open for the 
first time, and the tribes, forming as yet an un- 
broken whole, gathered from all parts of the land 
to take part in the grandest dedication service in the 
history of the nation. Let us catch the spirit of the 
day, and enter into its stirring scenes. 
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The voices of the singers and the musical instruments 
are blended together in praising the Lord. "They 
lifted up their voices, with the trumpets and cymbals, 
and instruments of music, and praised the Lord." A 
part of their song is left on record, because it was the 
oft-repeated strain — "For he is good ; for his mercy 
endureth for ever." This refrain bursts forth in all the 
harmony that a multitude of well-skilled singers can 
give it, combined with all the power and soul-subduing 
effect of the musical instruments; and far away on the 
outer circle of the vast assembly the people catch up 
the strain and rapturously join in the grand chorus: 
"For he is good, for his mercy endureth for ever." 
They had much for which to thank and praise the 
Lord God of their fathers. What a history they had, 
from the time they went down a few families into 
Egypt, driven thither by the famine that was sore in 
the land of Canaan, and on through all their hard 
bondage on the banks of the Nile — their wondrous 
deliverance — their march through the Red Sea — 
through the great and terrible wilderness — their 
entrance into the Promised Land — till now they were 
a mighty nation, with the magnificent temple rising 
before their eyes in a glory of which they had never 
dreamt! Surely it became them to bring forth their 
very best to show their sense of gratitude for all the 
mercies they had received, and so they made it a day 
of joy and thanksgiving such as they never had before. 
What a multitude of voices is lifted up to God in this 
grand celebration ! From court to court, through long 
resounding aisles and colonnades, from base to summit, 
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it is like the sound of many waters, and the choral 
strains are echoed \)y the valleys and the mountains 
that are round about Jerusalem. " Praise ye the Lord, 
for his mercy endureth for ever." 

And no less, surely, does it become us to praise and 
thank the Lord for all His goodness. Is not this also 
the burden of our songs of praise, when we think of 
His redeeming mercy and love as seen in the gift of 
His own Son.^ And yet, after all, are we not more 
apt to complain than to praise, to murmur than to 
give thanks.? Ancient Israel had certainly much for 
which to thank and praise the Lord, but we have 
more. The Cross of Christ was only seen in the dim 
and distant future, as an event afar off, if indeed they 
had faith to discern it at all. 

We have the Cross to inspire our songs of praise 
and thanksgiving, the wonders of redeeming love to 
call forth the gratitude of our hearts; and with such 
soul-stirring themes shall any remain dumb and silent 
who have tongue or voice to join in the service 
of thanksgiving, which is so pleasing to our God, and 
in which every one of us has so much reason to take 
a part.? No wonder that one in the rapture of the 
moment should exclaim — 

** Oh for a thousand tongues to sing 
My great Redeemer's praise !" 

II. T/ie Spirit in which this service of praise and 
thanksgiving ivas conducted, 

1st. It was full of heart and life. There was a 
living power in it all, and the musical instruments did 
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much to sustain this, and to stir up the hearts of the 
worshippers in praising and thanking the Lord. If 
they did so then, why not now? Is it not their place 
to touch the soul to "finer issues" in worship? and if 
so, surely, to say the least, it is prejudice that would 
refuse their aid in our songs of praise. Let human 
genius bring her best gifts of melody if these will but 
thrill the heart, and bear it upward on the wings of 
song to a higher region of feeling, where a brighter 
glimpse can be had of ** the vision of God." Welcome 
all the daughters of music, all the instruments of 
sweetest sounds, to help us to sing the praises of God 
with greater spirit and life! Who was it that said, 
"Awake up psaltery and harp?" And why invoke 
their aid if not in accordance with the divine will, and 
to call forth more fully the purest emotions of out 
nature, not in connection with what is merely tempo- 
rary in worship, but with what must be enduring as 
the soul itself? If the psaltery and the harp were the 
means of adding to the spiritual power of the ancient 
worshippers in the temple, why not in the Christian 
church? Is the heart not the same in all ages? Let 
us avail ourselves of every help that cometh from the 
Lord, that will add to the power of praise on our 
hearts, and thus make it more acceptable to our Maker 
and more elevating to ourselves. The objections to 
the use of the organ in Christian worship have always 
appeared to me to be utterly without foundation in 
reason or in Scripture. For what purpose was instru- 
mental music employed in the temple service but to 
touch the heart of the worshippers? and their hearts 
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were stirred to their very depths in the solemn act of 
dedication, as described in the passage before us. No 
one can read this account without being impressed 
with the heartiness of the people throughout the whole 
of this opening celebration. It is not a mere artistic 
display, but the soul of true worship is here, the heart 
is engaged, and this makes all the difference between a 
mere musical festival and the service of song in the house 
of the Lord. You shake hands with a friend, and in 
the warm pressure of his hand you feel that his heart 
is in it. There is again the hand-shaking of mere 
ceremony and nothing more; that even is beautiful in 
its own way, but it wants the heart; and so is it with 
music when it is but a mere performance, and lacks 
entirely the spirit of worship. Let our praises and 
thanksgiving be full of heartiness, like those of the 
psalmist when he said, " My heart is fixed, my heart 
is fixed, oh God ! I will sing and give praise.'* Let us 
bestir ourselves as he did when he said, "Awake up 
psaltery and harp, I myself will awake early." 

2d. The unity or oneness of this service. Observe 
what is said, "The trumpeters and singers were as one, 
to make the sound to be heard in praising the Lord." 
There was not unity merely as to time, or the harmony 
of the various parts, but there was oneness of senti- 
ment, and the remarkable unity as to time and har- 
mony was but the expression of this. They were one 
as brethren in the Lord, in worship, in faith, and hope, 
and love ; one in the grand design of the service, that 
God might be praised. There was no jarring or dis- 
cord in the music, and better still, there was nothing 
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to disturb the one pervading aspiration of the people, 
to praise and thank the Lord for His goodness. It 
was this unity of feeling, and not merely of instruments 
and voices, that made this dedication service so well 
pleasing to God. Oh that we might have the same 
unity of heart and purpose! and why not.^ Are we 
not one in faith and hope.^ Do we not acknowledge 
the same common Saviour, and the same doctrines of 
the Cross .^ Are we not looking forward to the same 
inheritance home } Oh that the bond of union between 
Christ's people was more visible to the world, and 
more powerful in its influence, than it is at present! 
It is said of the songs of the church above, 

" Ten thousand thousand are their tongues, 
But all their hearts are one." 

And just as this unity of heart spreads in the church 
below, there will be new life, strength, hope, and 
enjoyment, and new and lofty impulses connected 
with the service of song in the house of the Lord, and 
with every part of Christian worship. This has been 
seen again and again in seasons of revival. What 
heartiness, what unity then, in singing "psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, making melody in their 
hearts unto the Lord!" All this is a pleasing proof 
of how God's people are knit together at such a time 
by the quickening influences of the Holy Spirit, and 
by common participation in a most delightful service, 
which, of all parts of earthly worship, is the one which 
brings us into closest fellowship with the redeemed 
above. 
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III. Tlie blessed result of this service^ as seen in the 
cloud of glory. 

This is the most prominent point in the whole pas- 
sag^e, and from beginning to end it is designed to turn 
upon this. You observe the passage begins with these 
words, ** It came even to pass, as the trumpeters and 
singers were as one, to make one sound to be heard in 
praising and thanking the Lord; and when they lifted 
up their voice with the trumpets and cymbals, and 
instruments of music, and praised the Lord, saying, 
For he is good ; for his mercy endureth for ever." — 
I ask you now specially to notice what follows, — " It 
came to pass even then that the house was filled with 
a cloud, even the house of the Lord; so that the 
priests could not stand to minister by reason of the 
cloud ; for the glory of the Lord had filled the house 
of God." This cloud was the symbol of the divine 
presence. We read at the commencement of the next 
chapter in the words, " Then said Solomon, The Lord 
hath said that he would dwell in the thick darkness." 
This was the cloud that rested on the tabernacle in all 
the wanderings of ancient Israel through the wilder- 
ness, and it was now to the king and to all the people 
the visible sign of the presence of their fathers' God. 
What I ask you to observe particularly is, when this 
sign was granted; when it was that the cloud filled 
the house of the Lord. It was when the service of song 
was at its very height, at the supreme moment of rap- 
ture when musical instruments and human voices were 
blended in praising the Lord, and when the hearts 
of the people were thrilled with gratitude and joy, that 
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the cloud of glory filled the house. This shows us 
that thanksgiving and praise, when expressed as they 
were on this occasion with remarkable heartiness and 
unity, must be well-pleasing to God, for this celebra- 
tion of His praise was accompanied by the symbol of 
His presence — the glory that threw an awful and soul- 
subduing splendour over the temple, the worshippers, 
and the priests themselves, so that they could not 
stand to minister by reason of the cloud. What an 
hour that was of holy awe and rapture! Heaven and 
earth brought together in that token of the present 
Deity — the bond of union between the earthly and the 
heavenly temple being God himself. " He bowed the 
heavens and came down " in a glory that would have 
been too bright for mortal vision, but for the cloud 
which filled the house. But after all it must have been 
a great brightness, a dazzling splendour, that partook 
more of heaven than of earth. The music ceased for 
a time. ** Be still and know that I am God." The 
priests could not stand to minister, and the people 
could only bow in silent wonder and adoration before 
this glorious presence. There was no mighty rushing 
wind, no cloven tongues of fire as on the day of Pente- 
cost, and yet in some respects this may be regarded 
as a similar occasion in Old Testament times, when 
there was a special manifestation of the divine pre- 
sence, and when the quickening power of the Spirit 
was felt by the whole nation. B^ar in mind that all 
this was given in connection with what was perhaps 
the most remarkable service of thanksgiving and 
praise on record. The spirit in which this celebration 
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was conducted had surely not a little to do with the 
tokens of divine approval that followed. Never could, 
these words have been more appropriately applied, — 
*' The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; he 
will save, he will joy over thee with joy; he will rest in 
his love; he will joy over thee with singing." 

Has it not been your own experience, that when 
a congregation enters heartily into the "service of 
song in the house of the Lord," a sympathetic chord 
is touched that vibrates through all hearts with thrill- 
ing and elevating power — earth and its anxious cares 
are laid to rest for a time, and all feel that they are 
brought under the powers of the world to come.^ 
" Nearer, my God, to Thee!" Are not the worshippers 
then better prepared for receiving divine impressions ; 
their hearts tuned to the nobler feelings and exercises 
of the day; the partition wall of worldliness broken 
down ; and is not the Holy Spirit there, ready to enter 
in, and take possession of the soul for Christ.^ No 
service of sacred song, and no other part of worship, 
will of themselves save the soul ; but the gospel, sweetly 
sung, has oftentimes been employed by the Spirit as a 
means, in His hand, of conversion; and, if we do not 
greatly mistake, this of late has specially been the 
case. 

The day only will declare how many of God's 
people were greatly quickened and comforted by that 
solemn dedication service at the opening of the 
temple, and how many had their hearts opened at the 
same time to receive soul-saving truth, and who 
became themselves temples for the Holy Ghost to 
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dwell in. This appears on no earthly record, but from 
that day doubtless the names of many brought to God 
at that service, have appeared in His book of life. 

We cannot expect now, either in answer to our 
songs of praise, or to our prayers, the visible cloud to 
descend and rest upon our homes or our sanctuaries; 
but we are taught to expect, in answer both to the one 
and the other, the felt presence of God in our hearts, 
through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, not the 
cloud, the symbol merely, but the glorious reality itself, 
according to the Saviour's own gracious words, " If a 
man love me, he will keep my words, and my Father 
will love him, and we will come unto him, and make 
our abode with him." "Christ in you the hope of 
glory." 

This dedication service of praise and prayer suggests 
several important considerations to which we shall 
now briefly refer. 

1st Where in any part of the ancient heathen 
world, in any of its magnificent temples with all their 
priests, and with their gorgeous ritual in service and 
decoration, could have been found anything approach- 
ing the homage that was now paid to the Lord God 
of Israel.? Where, in all the religious solemnities of 
Assyria, Egypt, Greece, or Rome, could have been 
found anything at all resembling the pure worship 
that was now offered to Jehovah, or any hymn of praise 
that would for a moment bear comparison with the 
sublime song of thanksgiving with which the temple 
was now dedicated to His service.? Where in all the 
rites and mysteries of ancient pagan worship, in all 
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the songs that were sung in honour of the gods, will 

you find anything so impressive, so pure, and so 

elevating, as we find in the spirit of that magnificent 

dedication hymn that rose to heaven from the holy 

hill of Zion on the great day when the gates of the 

temple were first opened that the righteous nation 

might enter in to give thanks to their fathers God? 
What is the hymnal of paganism, as represented by 

the greatest nations of ancient times, compared with 
the sublime strains of Moses in the desert, or with 
those of the shepherd minstrel of Bethlehem ; as, for 
example, his grand national anthems that were sung 
by the people when the ark was brought up with such 
rejoicing to Jerusalem, and afterward at the opening 
of the temple? What a gulf, what a distance in tone 
and in spirit, between the sacred songs of paganism 
and those of Hebrew worship! And how are we to 
account for the vast superiority of the latter, but on 
the ground of inspiration, not a mere afflatus of poetic 
genius, but the inspiration of the Divine Spirit! 

2d. The importance of praise and thanksgiving in 
the worship of God as a means of attaining a higher 
spiritual life, a fuller experience of the divine presence. 
So much is this the case, that I have often found that the 
spirit in which the psalm or hymn is sung at the com- 
mencement of public worship in the church on Sab- 
bath will very much determine the character of the whole 
service, whether it is to be dull and lifeless, or full of 
spiritual power. How can we expect the elevating 
and quickening influences of the Holy Spirit if our 
hearts are cold and our tongues dumb in the service of 
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song on the Lord's day! The lark, it is said, sings all 
the sweeter, the higher it soars. It pours out its very 
heart in its purest notes of joy, when it fans the fleecy 
clouds at heaven's gates. Be this as it may, it is 
certain that hearty praise and thanksgiving give wings 
to faith and love, bring the soul into closer fellow- 
ship with God, for He delights to dwell with grateful 
hearts, to manifest Himself to those true worshippers 
who call upon their souls, and all that is within them 
to bless and magnify His holy name. How can we 
be dumb when we have such themes to sing — a Saviour 
mighty to save, His love. His great salvation, the hope 
of coming glory, the triumphs of His grace, the 
resurrection morn, the happiness of the redeemed in 
the heavenly home! Let us catch the spirit of those 
royal psalms, as they have been called, the key-note of 
which is the stately command, " O sing unto the Lord 
a new song; sing unto the Lord all the earth; sing 
unto the Lord, bless his name, enter into his courts 
with thanksgiving; for the Lord is good, his mercy is 
everlasting, and his truth endureth unto all genera- 
tions." 

True heart service in the worship of Co J, whether 
in praise or in prayer, will bring us the reviving power 
of the Holy Spirit. With this there will be more 
praise and gratitude, more life, more love, and more 
of the felt presence of God amongst us; and just as of 
old "the priests could not stand to minister because 
of the cloud, for the glory of the Lord had filled the 
house," so would it be amongst ourselves, for the 
*'sLout of a king would be lieard in the camp," and 
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the tokens of the divine presence would be such as to 
fill us with adoring wonder and joy. '*We would 
stand still and see the salvation of our God." '* The 
Lord hath done great things for us whereof we are glad." 
Then it would be seen that all was of God and not 
of man, and that to Him belonged all the glory. Oh 
for more heart and life in all parts of our worship, and 
especially in the delightful service of song, as a means 
of bringing us nearer to God, and filling us with a 
sense of His blessed presence! 

3d. Ere we close let us pass from this dedication 
service of praise and thanksgiving at the opening of 
the temple, to contemplate for a moment the service 
of song in the temple above. " Now endureth faith, 
hope, and charity, but the greatest of these is charity;" 
and now endureth Preaching, Prayer, and Praise, but 
the greatest of these is Praise, in this respect at least, 
that it shall survive the other two; yea, it shall never 
die, and when we shall leave them behind, it will be to 
take up a higher song of praise in heaven. Instead 
of the visible cloud of glory, we shall have the personal 
presence of the "King in his beauty" — "the Lamb 
in the midst of the throne;" and all the music of 
heaven, the harpings of the blessed and the beautiful, 
the songs of angels and redeemed men, shall celebrate 
His praise. "And the number of them was ten 
thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thou- 
sands, saying with a loud voice. Worthy is the Lamb 
that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, 
and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing." 
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And the Lord will create upon every dwelling- f-lace of moitnt Zlon^ ana 
upon her assemblies^ a cloud and smoke by day^ and the shining oj a flaming 
fire by night: for upon all the glory shall be a dejence (Isaiah iv. 5). 
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Much has been said and sung of Mount Zion in the 
utterances of the prophets, and in the psalms of the 
inspired minstrel of Judah — for example, when he 
bursts out in the rapture of admiring enthusiasm: 
" Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth is 
Mount Zion; the city of the great King. God is known 
in her palaces for a refuge. And of Zion it shall be 
said, This man and that man was born in her; and the 
Highest himself shall establish her." "The Lord loveth 
the gates of Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob.*' 
This mountain was the scene of divine ordinances 
— its crowning glory was the magnificent temple, 
erected as a generous and loving display of the nation's 
piety, and of their homage to the Father of an infinite 
majesty. This was called the mountain of His 
holiness, and it came to be regarded by the sacred 
writers as a type of the Church of Christ in Gospel 
times — the spiritual Zion of which the apostle writes 
when describing the privileges of believers under the 
new and better dispensation: **Ye are come unto 
Mount Zion md unto the city of the living God, 
the heavenly Jerusalem." Of this Zion the words 
of sacred song are true in a far higher sense than 

E 
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they were of the ancient scene of divine worship: 
"Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of our 
God." 

The words of the prophet place before us two objects 
of the deepest interest to the heart of man in every age 
and country, the Altar and the Hearth; in other words, 
the home circles and the sanctuaries of God's people. 
**0n every dwelling-place of Mount Zion;" this is the 
hearth, the home aspect of the words, the sacred 
enclosure of loving hearts around the fireside. "And 
upon her assemblies;" it is the altar that now rises 
before us, in the midst of the great religious gatherings 
of the nation. What can be dearer to the heart of 
man than the altar and the hearth? These words 
have stirred nations to their inmost depths when both 
were threatened to be overturned. "For the altar and 
the hearth!" has been the rally cry of battle; and in 
defence of these how many have freely shed their life's 
blood ! It was by the hallowed memories of the altar 
and the hearth that the ancient Roman sought to 
rouse his countrymen. His burning words stirred 
every heart, and nerved every arm : — 

"And how can man die better than facing fearful odds, 
For the ashes of his fathers, and the temples of his gods. 
And for the tender mother who dandled him to rest, 
And for the wife who nurses his baby at her breast." 

The outward garb in which the promise is clothed 
belongs to Old Testament times, but its spirit to the 
New, to the days that are now passing over us, and to 
all coming ages, as long as there shall be a "dwelling- 
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place and assembly'* — an altar and a hearth on the 
Mount Zion of the gospel dispensation, to be blessed 
by the presence, the protection, and the guidance of 
Jehovah. "And the Lord will create upon every 
dwelling-place of Mount Zion, and upon her assemblies, 
a cloud and smoke by day, and the shining of a 
flaming fire by night: for upon all the glory shall be 
a defence." This language is best explained by a 
reference to the wanderings of the children of Israel 
in the wilderness. A cloud rested upon the camp, but 
more especially on the sacred tent or tabernacle, as it 
was called, set apart for the solemn worship of Jehovah. 
That cloud was the symbol of His prcseiicCy and the 
assurance to the tribes of Israel of divine protection in 
all their wanderings, a token of safety to them, but of 
terror to their enemies. So we read, "And it came 
between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of 
Israel; and it was a cloud and darkness to thevty but it 
gave light by night to these: so that the one came not 
near the other all the night." Still further, that cloud 
and smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming fire 
by night, were given for guidance. When the cloud 
moved from off* the sacred tent and went forward, 
this was the sign that all the people were to 
follow; when it stood still they pitched their tents; and 
so, on that memorable night when they fled from 
Egypt, and encamped on the edge of the wilderness, 
we read, "The Lord went before them by day in a 
pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way; and by night 
in a pillar of fire to give them light; to go by day and 
night" 
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"When Israel of the Lord beloved, 
Out from the land of bondage came, 
Their fathers' God before them moved, 
An awful guide in smoke and flame. 

" By day, along the astonished lands 
The cloudy pillar glided slow ; 
By night, Arabia's crimson'd sands 
Returned the fiery column's glow." 

But it may be asked, "What interest can we possibly 
have, in the nineteenth century, in the promise of a 
cloud by day, and the shining of a flaming fire by 
night? What is all this to us ?" We have none of these 
outward symbols now, but we have surely in a much 
higher degree the spiritual privileges which they signi- 
fied. These were but the shadows of better things to 
come. It would be strange, indeed, if, in a dispensa- 
tion so much superior to the former, we should occupy 
a lower position in point of privilege than ancient 
Israel. It is not so. If they had the outward sign, 
which we now lack, we have the spiritual blessing to a 
much larger extent. We look in vain for the cloud by 
day hovering over our homes or our sanctuary gather- 
ings, or for the shining of a flaming fire by night; but 
we have the divine presence, protection, and guidance, 
of which the cloud and the fire were but the visible 
symbols. The shadow has vanished, but the substance 
remains. The promise is still ours, but in a much 
higher and more spiritual sense, although the cloud 
and the fire have passed away. The sign suited to one 
age is not required by another, and so it gives place 
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to something better; — "but the word of the Lord 
endureth for ever." 

What do we gather then from this promise as it 
relates to ourselves ? If the cloud and the fire have 
ceased to be seen, what remains for us? 

I. T/te divine presence in the homes and assemblies 
of God's people. 

The cloud on the hearth, or on the home, is the 
aspect of the promise to which we now seek to direct 
your attention. As for the presence of God in the 
assemblies of His people, let it suffice for the present 
to give His own declaration: "In all places where I 
record my name, I will come unto thee, and I will 
bless thee;" or still further, in the words of the 
psalmist : " For the Lord hath chosen Zion : he hath 
desired it for his habitation. This is my rest for ever: 
here will I dwell ; for I have desired it." 

As to the homes of His people, where is the cloud 
by day, and the shining of a flaming fire by night.? 
What of His presence there ."^ A truly Christian home 
must ever be dear to God, for His Spirit has made it 
what it is. Blessed is that home-circle where He 
dwells, and where, amid all the changes and trials of 
life, the lights and the shadows of the hearth. His 
presence is sought, and felt, and delighted in, as that 
which makes home on earth what He has designed it 
to be — a reflection to some extent of the home above. 
Home life had a special interest for our Lord, and 
when He entered the dwelling of His friends at Beth- 
any, what a blessing He brought them the moment 



70 THE CLOUD ON ALTAR AND HEARTH. 

He stood under their roof-tree! When He left again 
for the city, the felt sense of His presence pervaded 
every heart in that house; although He was personally 
absent, His Spirit lingered there, and made every 
inmate happy. 

When He entered the home of Zacchaeus He uttered 
the memorable words : " To-day is salvation come to 
this house." And this is true of every family where 
God*s presence is sought as the " one thing needful " 
for its happiness. When Christ enters the heart and 
the home, what a blessing He brings! It is salvation. 
It is all that is needed to make the soul happy for 
time and for eternity, for Christ is now the Home of 
the heart. He makes that dwelling rich, however 
poor it may have been before ; He exalts it, however 
lowly it may be. That is one of His resting-places, 
as Bethany was of old, and there He delights to visit, 
and leave the tokens of His grace. He fills it with 
new life, light, hope, peace, joy; in short, with Him- 
self, and " in his presence there is fulness of joy." 

To that home ** the Lord God is a sun ; " and when 
days of darkness come, as they must in this world of 
sin and sorrow, He is the light of that dwelling, and 
is not this more than "the smoke by day, and the 
shining of a flaming fire by night.?" The outward 
sign is withdrawn, but the spirit of the promise is the 
same, as many homes can bear witness. Let us 
retain the words in which the promise is expressed, 
" the cloud by day, and the shining of a flaming fire 
by night," and there they are in the presence of a 
gracious God resting on that dwelling. It matters 
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not where it is, nor what it is, as to social position, 
since God, as a Father in Christ Jesus, is there. His 
presence is in the humble cottage, as well as in the 
princely mansion of the wealthy, who have consecrated 
to God all that they have, and all that they are. It 
is this that makes many a lowly home rich and 
honoured, aye, richer and more honoured by far, than 
the palace home of a prince, where God*s presence is 
not sought, and where, if granted, it would not be 
enjoyed. How rich, how exalted, was the "wee bit 
cot" of that pious ploughman whose "Saturday 
night" has been so touchingly described — rich in 
simple faith, rich in the prayers of the heart, in the 
treasures of the divine word, and in Christian virtues, 
that gave a brightness, beauty, and dignity to his 
happy fireside — rich in the melody of sacred song, in 
the comforts of that family altar, as bending over it he 
says, "Let us worship God." Ah! what hallowed 
recollections are associated with this touching phrase! 
It was a sense of the divine presence that gave true 
nobility to that peasant, and peace and honour to his 
humble home. 

How deeply impressed Balaam must have been, 
when from the summit of the mountain he beheld the 
tents of Israel spread out in the valley below, the 
cloud resting upon the tabernacle, and all around the 
peaceful dwellings of the people in covenant relation 
with God. " How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob! and 
thy tabernacles, O Israel ! " " Let me die the death 
of the righteous, and let my last end be like his! " 

Let there be an altar to God in all our homes, and 
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in the melody of sacred song, in the reading of His 
word, and in earnest prayer, you will have the cloud 
by day, and the shining of a flaming fire by night, of 
a divine presence that will shed light upon your path, 
and put joy into your hearts. The more we have of 
this in our homes, the more will we have of it in our 
religious gatherings: for if hearts burn with the felt 
sense of God's presence in the dwellings of Jacob, why 
not even more so in the gates of Zion. " My presence 
shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest" " Lo, I 
am with you alway, even unto the end of the world." 

II. Divine protection. 

When the cloud rested upon the camp, or when it 
moved like a great pillar with the hosts of Israel from 
stage to stage through the desert, was not this the 
most striking proof that could be given that they 
enjoyed, as no other people did at the time, the presence 
and protection of the Almighty? There is no such 
visible token around the dwellings of God's people 
now, but He has a special interest in them, and they 
are all under His fatherly guardianship and care. 
Take a truly Christian home, and what is it.^ A 
household of believing hearts all knit together not 
only by the most sacred ties of nature, but by that 
higher bond of union which makes them all one in 
Christ Jesus. There may be nothing outwardly in 
that dwelling that makes it differ from any other, but 
angels, who are all ministering spirits to the Almighty, 
and who gladly fulfil all His pleasure, know something 
of the special interest He has in it, and of the pro- 
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tection He vouchsafes to it. The ransomed inmates 
of that home will know this better, when they reach 
the mansions above, than they can do now. "The 
Lord God is a shield," and He is so to all the 
dwellings of His peeple. They are His, and He will 
take care of them : their eternal interests are all safe 
in His hands. "He that dwelleth in the secret place 
of the Most High, shall abide under the shadow of the 
Almighty." Is not this a place of safety.^ Where 
can protection be enjoyed anywhere if not here.^ "I 
will say of the Lord, He is my refuge, and my fortress: 
my God; in him will I trust" A Christian father 
sees no cloud hovering over his earthly dwelling by 
day, and no visible flame by night to give him the 
assurance of God's protection, but he has the certainty 
of this in the felt presence of his Father and in the 
word of promise which cannot fail, "Because thou 
hast made the Lord, which is my refuge, even the most 
High thy habitation, there shall no evil befall thee, 
neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling." 
They may be involved, and often are, in some common 
calamity, by fire or flood, but the cloud of a gracious 
presence is above them, and come what will, their 
eternal interests are safe in the hands of a covenant- 
keeping God. If they have to pass through fire or 
water, it will be to " the wealthy place." God does 
not promise His people immunity from the ordinary 
trials of life to which all are exposed. All these are 
but His servants, and are employed by Him for the 
good of those whom He loves and chastens. Suffering, 
even to the loss of life, does not, by any means, argue 
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the want of protection. "What we know not now 
we shall know hereafter;" meantime we know and 
believe that "all things work together for good to them 
that love God." This cannot be apart from His 
presence, and protection, and the purpose of his love. 
Earthly hopes may be blighted, earthly property may 
perish, if God sees fit that it should, for the sake of 
higher interests that are at stake; but the soul and all 
its vast concerns are safe, and cannot be touched, come 
what will. These are as safe as Christ is Himself, for 
His people are one with Him ; their life is hid with Him ; 
they are under the shelter of His blood, and what can 
reach them there to hurt or to destroy.^ " I know whom 
I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to 
keep that which I have committed unto him against 
that day." Believers have the double security of the 
double promise, which throws around them the loving 
arms of the Father and the Son, and the power of the 
Spirit, who has drawn them into this hiding-place. 
" I give unto them eternal life, and they shall never 
perish, neither shall any pluck them out of my hand. 
My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all ; 
and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's 
hand." "The name of the Lord is a strong tower; 
the righteous runneth into it, and is safe." "Who 
shall separate us from the love of God which is in 
Christ Jesus?" 

As to the Church of Christ — redeemed by His own 
precious blood — the great body of the faithful, who 
have received Him as their Saviour, who love and serve 
Him as their King, and who are called by the coUec- 
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tive name of "the Church," what of their future destiny? 
" No weapon that is formed against her shall prosper. 
The gates of hell shall not prevail against her." God 
hath established this Zion on the Rock of Ages. He 
knows His own, and is gathering them from every 
land, that He may bring them in and plant them in the 
mountain of His inheritance. The temple has long 
since passed away, and Zion is a heap of ruins ; but the 
city of the living God, the church of the faithful, pur- 
chased by the blood of the Lamb, shall rise above all 
her enemies, shall overcome all opposition, and become 
more glorious than ever, "for upon all the glory shall be 
a defence." "God is in the midst of her; she shall not 
be moved : God shall help her, and that right early." 

1 1 1. — Divine gtiidance. 

Many are the perplexing times in the history even 
of the best and the happiest Christian families, when 
deep darkness rests on them, and they scarcely know 
what to do, or to which hand to turn in their distress. 
Where is the cloud by day, or the shining of a flaming 
fire by night .^ Their way is now hedged up, but 
there is one opening left, and that leads to a throne 
of grace, where the promise awaits them, and where 
the needed guidance cannot be far off. " I will instruct 
thee, and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go : 
I will guide thee with mine eye." " I will bring the 
blind by a way that they knew not; I will lead them 
in paths that they have not known: I will make 
darkness light before them, and crooked things 
straight. These things will I do unto them, and not 
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forsake them." We are not orphans; we are not 
without guidance; we are ftot without tokens of 
divine presence and protection; we have all the 
directions that we need in the completed revelation of 
our Father's will ; we have the promised guidance of 
the Spirit — " He shall teach you all things, he shall 
guide you into all truth." Ancient Israel went for- 
ward on their journey with confidence and safety 
when the cloud removed from the camp, and they 
followed it, assured that they were led by the hand of 
God. "And it came to pass, when the ark set for- 
ward, that Moses said. Rise up, Lord, and let thine 
enemies be scattered, and let them that hate thee flee 
before thee. And when it rested he said, Return, O 
Lord, unto the many thousands of Israel." If the 
cloud is not above us, and visible, we have the revealed 
will of God, " a light unto our feet, and a lamp unto 
our path." If the shining of a flaming fire is not with 
us by night, we have the presence of the Divine Spirit, 
and He will be our guide in answer to earnest prayer. 
This is our cloud by day, and our pillar of fire by 
night. When the cloud lifts, let us follow it, and 
when the pillar of fire moves onwards, let us go with 
it, even though it should lead us into the great dark- 
ness. "As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they 
are the sons of God." Whatever be their rank or 
condition in life, they all need that guidance; they all 
seek it; they all receive it. 

Turn with me again to that humble home of the 
cottar. Family worship is over, "the big ha' Bible" is 
closed and put away in its place. Some of the older 
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members of the family, who are serving in other 
dwellings, and who have been on a visit to .their 
parents, must leave for the night. The younger ones 
have retired to rest. The cottage-door on the lonely 
moor is closed, but the parents cannot close their 
hearts against anxious cares. They feel that much 
guidance is required for the dear ones still at home, 
and for those who have just left, to meet the tempta- 
tions of the outer world, and they now go apart by 
themselves to spread their wants and anxieties before 
the throne of their Heavenly Father — 

"And proffer up to heaven the wann request, 
That He who stills the raven's clamorous nest, 

And decks the lily fair in flow'ry pride, 
Would in the way His wisdom sees the best, 

For them, and for their little ones provide; 
But chiefly in their hearts with grace divine preside." 

Depend upon it, all that is implied in the figurative 
language, "the cloud by day and the shining of a 
flaming fire by night,'* in the sense in which we now 
understand it, is there to guide, and the inmates of 
that cottage home feel it, as with joy and confidence 
they often unite in singing the hymn : — 

" Guide me, oh thou great Jehovah I 
Pilgrim through this barren land." 

Blessed are the homes that enjoy this guidance, "The 
eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the 
everlasting arms.*' "Happy art thou, O Israel; who is 
like unto thee, O people saved by the Lord, the shield 
of thy help, and who is the sword of thy excellency!'* 
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" Happy is the people that is in such a case, yea, happy 
is the people whose God is the Lord." Let us all 
seek more earnestly than ever that our homes may 
be blessed by this divine presence, protection, and 
guidance. Such homes are designed to bless the 
world, and they cannot fail to do so. They are the 
nurseries of all true goodness to the nation ; and just as 
their number is increased, the world will be made 
better: for the influence of but one loving, happy, pious, 
home-circle, who can estimate! The day only will 
declare. As such homes are multiplied, the public 
assemblies of God's people will enjoy more and more 
the fulfilment of the gracious words, "And the Lord 
will create upon every dwelling-place of Mount Zion, 
and upon her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day, 
and the shining of a flaming fire by night : for upon 
all the glory shall be a defence." 

That was a happy home, in a higher social position 
in which our national poet spent an evening, and 
where he was charmed with the beauty of the simple 
Christian life he saw, so full of mutual confidence and 
affection. The scene made such a deep impression on 
his mind, that he left behind him a noble tribute in 
verse, to the sacred memories of that one night. Mis 
closing prayer for every member of that home-circle 
is one which I now offer in behalf of every family 
represented here to-day. 

**When soon or late they reach that coast, 
0*er life's rough ocean diiven, 
May they rejoice, no wanderer lost, 
A family in heaven." 
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God grant that when the battle of life is over, and all 
its weary wanderings brought to a close, we may all 
meet in our Father's house of many mansions ; where 
the guidance of the Great Shepherd of the sheep shall 
be enjoyed in all its fulness, amid the ever-growing 
wonders of heaven ! " For the Lamb which is in the 
midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead 
them unto living fountains of waters; and God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes." 
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/ have blotted cut, as a thick cloudy thy transgressions^ and, as a cloud, 
thy sins: return unto me: for I ha^te redeemed thee (Isaiah xliv. 22), 
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The assurance of God's pardoning mercy is put 
before us in these words in the most striking and 
memorable manner. What more familiar to us than 
the clouds, in our northern climate, and how delightful 
the clear shining of the sun after rain! Such a day 
gives a new spring to life, a new impulse to the weary 
and the downcast; the monotony of our daily tasks is 
relieved, and all living things in town and country 
share in the general joy. If the heart of man beats 
in unison with nature, under these genial influences, 
how much more of higher joy, because divine, flows 
into the soul, when God Himself says of all our sins, 
that have been more oppressive to us than the 
heaviest day of darkness and tempest we have ever 
endured, "I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy 
transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins : return unto 
me; for I have redeemed thee!" 

Here we have God Himself comparing our sins 
to a cloud, and His mercy in pardoning them to the 
blotting out of a thick cloud — His entreaty to 
sinners to return, and the argument with which he 
enforces it. 

I. The divine comparisons, 

1st Our sins compared to a cloud What are the 
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points of resemblance between the two ? Look at that 
heavy mass of clouds gathering overhead like the 
"blackness of darkness." Do not our transgressions 
resemble that, as to their number and guilt? These 
clouds gather from all directions, till they cover the 
whole firmament They leave not a single clear 
space on the face of the heavens. Not a patch of 
blue is to be seen. So is it with our sins, that grow 
and multiply throughout our whole life, on from 
childhood, youth, and riper years. It was this solemn 
thought that made the Psalmist utter the earnest 
prayer: "Remember not. the sins of my youth, nor 
my transgressions ; " and with what sadness of heart 
Job exclaimed, as he looked back on his former life, 
"Thou writest bitter things against me, and makest 
me to possess the iniquities of my youth!" They rise 
up from the past, and wrap us round like a cloud in 
its shroud of mist, as we climb through the gloom in 
the hope of reaching a clearer space on the mountain's 
brow. The shadows of sin are everywhere on our 
lives, not a day without them. For years, it may be, 
we lived but to sin ; we sinned to live. And as to the 
grievous nature of our sin, it has oftentimes been 
committed against the clearest light, the strivings of 
the Holy Spirit, the smitings of our own conscience, 
and against the most loving and tender appeals of 
God's own heart of love. You see heavy clouds 
massed up yonder in the presence of the brightest 
sunshine ; and have we not sinned in the presence of 
God's own blessed light .^ 

That thick cloud may be full to overflowing with 
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the elements of destruction, with the live lightning 
ready to leap forth from its dark bosom, carrying 
instant havoc and death wherever it may strike. So 
is it with our sins, every one contains within itself the 
elements of woe. 

•* Sorrow tracketh wrong, 
As Echo follows song, 
On, on, for ever." 

"What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye 
are now ashamed? for the end of those things is 
death." 

The thick cloud shuts out from us the cheering 
beams of the sun ; he is not seen by day, nor the stars 
by night, and so our sins come between us and God. 
"If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not 
hear me.** Sins that are retained and fondly cherished 
are a black and heavy cloud to the soul, through 
which no light of true comfort can find its way to the 
sinner's heart. We must part with sin ere the cloud 
can be dispelled, or the Sun of Righteousness arise with 
healing in His beams. 

2d. God's mercy in pardoning sin compared to the 
blotting out of a cloud. 

This is beautifully expressed in the words, " I have 
blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, 
as a cloud, thy sins.'* Here also we have the language 
of comparison between the passing away of the clouds 
from the sky, and the full free everlasting pardon of 
all our sins. How very speedily you have seen at 
times the black and threatening clouds broken up and 
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dispelled, blotted out from the face of the heavens so 
that not a single trace was left behind. Cloud scenery 
is so fleeting, that the painter has scarcely time to 
convey it to his canvas. It is a series' of rapidly 
dissolving views. Very great and rapid is the change 
from a cloudy to a cloudless sky, from the heavy 
lowering gloom to the blue ether, so transparent that 
you fancy, at times, that you see through it to 
distant regions beyond. This is the striking image 
employed to illustrate the blessed and sudden nature 
of that change which passes over the soul, when all sin 
is blotted out, and every stain is washed away in the 
peace-speaking blood of the Lamb. The sinner then 
sees in God, his Father reconciled, not a cloud between 
them— no unpardoned sin to shut out the light of His 
countenance, and he feels in the gladness and rapture 
of the moment that life is entirely new, and that he 
has been brought out of darkness into God's marvellous 
light. "Thy sins be forgiven thee!'* — and they are 
forgiven, blotted out as every trace of a dark cloud 
is wiped away. You look for it in the east, but there 
is nothing of it ; in the west, but it has entirely dis- 
appeared ; and the lark now sings sweetly as he rises 
towards heaven's gates. You turn to the north, where 
heavy masses of clouds were piled up and where the 
storm gathered, but you find nothing there but the 
blue serene; to the south, but there is the beauty of a 
morning without clouds, spread upon the mountains. 
Cloudland has vanished, and the great God has given 
us that cloudless sky, as a token of how He will deal 
with our sins in the day when, for Christ's sake, He 
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will blot them all out at once and for ever. It is 
pardon for all the sins of the past and the present, 
and for all that may be committed in the future — 
taking them all away as completely as the thick cloud 
is blotted out This is God's own illustration, not 
man's, of a most precious truth; it is God's own 
assurance of the completeness of the pardon which He 
bestows on every sinner at the very moment he receives 
Christ. This is the turning-point, the supreme moment 
in a sinner's life, it is now he obtains the forgiveness 
of all his sins. The clouds of a sinful wasted life, that 
came between his soul and God, are blotted out, 
and he now sees, what these clouds concealed from 
him before, God as his Father in Christ Jesus; new 
raptures fill his soul; new hopes brighten his life; new 
aims give a noble purpose and intensity to his whole 
being ; in short, he is a new creature, " old things are 
passed away, all things are become new." 

A balmy freshness breathes around, 

As the dews of evening fall, 
And the calm expanse of the blue profound 

Looks tenderly on all. 
The aspen leaf scarce quivers, 

And nature seems to die, 
In the smile of hope and purity 

Spread o'er the peaceful sky. 
But calmer, purer still, the breast 
. Where sin's dark strife is hushed to rest. 

But it is not so much the feelings of the forgiven 
sinner that we have now to consider, as the compassion 
of God, and the illustration He gives of this in forgiv- 
ing all our sins as He blots out a cloud from the face 
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of the sky. This is the chief point in the words, and 
from this we learn, and in this we rejoice, that when 
God pardons a sinner it is not by halves. He does 
not forgive some sins only, and retain others to be 
held over till a future time, but all are instantly blotted 
out of the book of His remembrance. 

We see at once when the clouds disperse, and the 
whole sweep of the firmament is clear. We cannot 
doubt this, for we see it, and rejoice in the change. 
But how are we to know that all the clouds of our 
sins are blotted out, and that they can come no more 
between us and God.^ We know it from His own 
testimony, for He has said it. It is not from our 
own feelings we know it, but from the express state- 
ments of God Himself, and our knowledge of forgive- 
ness must rest on this. If we believe the words of God 
we are assured that our sins are blotted out, for He 
has told us they are; and the horizon of our spiritual 
experience will be as clear of the clouds of sin, and 
doubt, and fear, as the sky above our heads when it 
smiles serenely, as if no shadow had ever passed 
over it. "Verily, verily, I say unto you. He that 
heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, 
hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condem- 
nation, but is passed from death unto life." 

11. The divine entreaty: ^^ Return unto me^ 

These are the words of a Father to His erring 

children. They had left Him, and taken their own 

way; and this is sadly true of us all; there is no 

exception. "All we like sheep have gone astray; we 
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have turned every one to his own way." This is the 
dark shadow in the word "return" that points to 
man*s aHenation from God. This is the black cloud 
that hangs between man and his Maker. It is seen 
in the very word, for this intimates the sad fact of 
man's distance from God, of the wide gulf that sin 
has made between them, and of the native enmity 
that is in the sinner s heart to the Father of mercy. 
Alas! that this word should ever have been addressed 
to man, in so far as it points to the dark side of his 
fallen nature! It never would have been heard of, 
but for his fatal lapse into sin. But there can be no 
shadow without light, and the blackest cloud has its 
silver lining, and both are in the word as it comes 
from the very heart of the Father's love, entreating 
His wandering child to come back to the happy 
home he had left, and to His loving embrace. There 
is not only the sad plight to which the sinner had 
reduced himself in the word ** Return," but there is 
the Father's yearning heart that goes out to the erring 
ones. There is the darkness of sin in departing 
from God, but there is also the light of His love: 
* Return unto me." 

Weary ones, sick at heart, torn and bleeding, 
bruised and footsore in the thorny ways of sin, 
your Father entreats you to "return," to come 
home now, and just as you are. He has no grudge 
against you. This is all on your part, but not on 
His. He is reconciled by the death of His Son. He 
comes to meet you; He is here with open arms to 
receive you, in the warm entreaty of His loving heart: 
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'* Return unto me." "UNTO me" — Draw near to 
Him. "As many as touched him were made whole." 
"Unto me" — find there the happy home of your 
heart; all your wants supplied, for there is bread 
enough and to spare in your Father's house. The ring, 
and the best robe, and the shoes, are here, and you 
will get them ; aye, and more than this, the Father's 
kiss of reconciliation, and His own assurance, "I have 
blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, 
as a cloud, thy sins." Not seldom has an advertise- 
ment like the following appeared in the Times: — " If 
dear Willie will return to his afflicted parents, the past 
will be forgotten and forgiven." This is the spirit 
of the gospel. This is what the God of love does 
with the returning sinner, for Christ has made peace 
through the blood of His cross, and therefore, for 
His sake, He pardons all the sins of the past, not 
at the expense of any one of His attributes, for all 
these have been honoured at Calvary, where all the 
demands of law and justice were met. But with God 
the past is not only forgotten and forgiven, but the 
highest blessings for the present and the future are 
bestowed on the returning sinner. "As many as 
received him, to them gave he power to become the 
sons of God." "And if children, then heirs; heirs of 
God, and joint-heirs with Christ." "He that over- 
Cometh shall inherit all things ; and I will be his God, 
and he shall be my son." This is what every one will 
receive who obeys the Father's entreating voice, 
" Return unto me." 

It is only in returning to God that we can receive 
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these blessings. They are all provided ; they are free 
to all ; but we cannot have them and live in sin. This 
is utterly impossible. Every step which the sinner 
takes in his course of alienation from God is only 
increasing the distance between them both. The 
Father of Mercy is the best judge of what this is, and the 
bitter end of such a course, and hence the oft-repeated 
entreaty: "Return unto me.'* One thing is as clear 
as the light of the sun, we cannot live in sin and be 
saved. The great design of Christ's salvation is our 
entire freedom from sin ; and how can we continue in 
the bondage of evil, from which He died to deliver us, 
and from whose power the Spirit is ever striving to set 
us free? A pardoned sinner cannot live in sin; he 
cannot love that which God hates. If we really turn 
to God at all, drawn td Him by the love of Christ, 
we must turn from sin. "In returning and rest," and 
in this way alone, " ye shall be saved." 

III. The divine argtiment: ^^ For I have redeemed 
thee:' 

"The redemption of the soul is precious, and it 
ceaseth for ever." Do what men will, give and suffer 
what they will — "it ceaseth for ever." Will wealth not 
purchase the redemption of the soul.^ "They that 
trust in their wealth, and boast themselves in the 
multitude of their riches; none of them can by any 
means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom 
for him." The highest angel cannot do it, the 
Almighty Himself alone can redeem the enslaved soul 
of man. And He has done it : " I have redeemed thee." 
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Here again we have the light and the shadow, the 
cloud and the silver lining, in the word "redeemed." 
The heavy cloud of sin, the dark shadows of spiritual 
bondage, rest on that word, for it points to man in his 
fallen condition, as the slave of evil passions. But 
here is the light of God's redeeming love. "I — 
Jehovah, the Lord God, merciful and gracious — I have 
redeemed thee." "Thee," poor sin-bound soul, led 
captive by the Evil One; no wealth, no power, no 
philosophy of man, could do this; but the voice of 
mercy was heard from the excellent glory, saying, 
* Deliver from going down to the pit; I have found a 
ransom." And the ransom was paid, "not with 
corruptible things, such as silver and gold, but with 
the precious blood of Christ." This idea of a soul being 
in bondage, is one which pervades all Scripture, 
especially the writings of the apostle Paul. This is 
brought prominently forward in his epistle to the 
Romans, as for example in the following passages: 
"For as ye have yielded your members servants to 
uncleanness, and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so 
now yield your members servants to righteousness unto 
holiness." "But now being made free from sin, and 
become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto 
holiness and the end everlasting life." Many passages 
of a similar import might be quoted from his writings. 
To those who have been delivered from the guilt and 
power of sin, he says, "Stand fast therefore in the 
liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free." This is 
the great theme in the songs of the redeemed in 
heaven. "Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to 
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God by thy blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, 
and people, and nation." This is the argument which 
God employs when He entreats the sinner to return, 
and devote himself to the glorious objects of a new 
life. The ransom has been paid for the sinner in 
bondage, why should he not return to God, and accept 
of his freedom } Can there be a higher argument or 
motive presented to the soul of man, than the one in 
these words, "I have redeemed thee." To whom 
should the sinner return, but to the Father who has 
bought him ; and whom should he now serve but that 
Saviour by whose blood he has been redeemed.^ 
Could philosophy, or education, or any system of 
morals, present to the mind of man a higher motive 
than this for his return to God.^ Shall the slave not 
love, and serve, and honour the generous friend who 
struck off his fetters by paying down the ransom price 
of his freedom.^ The apostle felt that he was appeal- 
ing to the highest motive which history, philosophy, 
or religion could present, when he said, "Ye are not 
your own, for ye are bought with a price; therefore 
glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are 
God's." Never was this grand motive presented to my 
own heart with greater power than in the words of 
the beautiful hymn, as sung with such pathos and 
sweetness by the Jubilee Singers: 

"I've been redeemed, I've been redeemed, 
I've been redeemed, 
Been washed in the Blood of the Lamb." 

He /las redeemed us, and what an argument this is 
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for every sinner to return to Him at once, and for 
every saint to consecrate soul, body, and spirit to 
Him who loved us, and gave Himself for us." 

"Jesus paid it all, all to Him I owe;"— 

What then shall I give Him in return? It is but a 
poor return that we can make Him at the best ; but if 
we have felt the power of His love, shall we not yield 
Him the purest affections of our hearts and the 
noblest energies of our lives? 

**I gave my life for thee; 
My precious blood I shed. 
That thou might'st ransomed be, 
And quickened from the dead. 
I gave my life for thee : 
What hast thou giv'n for me? 

** Oh, let thy life be given, 

Thy years for Him be spent; 
World-fetters all be riven. 
And joy with suffering blent. 
Bring thou thy worthless all : 
Follow thy Saviour's call." 
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IaJI up thine eyes round ahotit^ and see; all they gather themselves 
together y they come to thee: thy sons shall come /rem far, and thy daughtsrs 
shall be nursed at thy side. Then thou shall see, and floio together ^ and 
tiine heart shall /ear, and be enlarged; betause the abundance of the sea 
shall be converted unto thee^ the forces of the Gentiles shall come unto thee. 
. . . Who are these that fly as a cloudy and as the doves to their windows! 
(Isaiah Ix. 4, 5 . . . 8)« 
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Surely the prophet when he uttered the glowing 
words contained in this chapter, was raised by the 
spirit of prophecy to the very summit of vision on the 
mount of God. What a glorious view of the triumphs 
of Messiah's kingdom was spread before him in the 
long vista of coming ages! As he gazes with rapture 
on this, his soul is on fire. The scene is one of sur- 
passing grandeur; he catches its spirit, and in words 
of rapt enthusiasm and fervour he describes it as if 
his lips had been touched with a live coal from off the 
altar of God. The light and the glory of gospel times 
flash out upon him, till he can remain silent no longer, 
but bursts out with the exclamation, "Arise, shine; 
for thy light is come; and the glory of the Lord is 
risen upon thee! " As he gazed with wonder and joy 
on that soul-inspiring vision, he might have said of 
himself, as Paul did when he was caught up into the 
third heaven, "Whether in the body or out of the 
body I cannot tell : God knoweth." The apostle was 
not permitted to disclose what he saw; but, thank 
God! the prophet was not restrained from describing, 
" in thoughts that breathe, and words that bum," the 
glories and the triumphs of the Cross, as he beheld 
them in vision from the mount of God. This chapter 
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is therefore the most sublime description of the 
latter-day glory, which is to be found in the whole 
Bible. Much has already transpired in the history of 
the church in fulfilment of this, but all that has yet 
been accomplished is as nothing compared with the 
glory that shall yet be revealed. It is but as the gray 
dawn to the blaze of the noontide sun. It may be 
questioned whether or not the prophet had a right 
conception of the glories he described — if he really 
understood the nature of these, — but this is of little 
moment to us, when we have the sublime strains which 
the Spirit made him the medium of uttering, and we 
thank God that these have been committed to the 
scroll of prophecy, for all coming times. 

In a mere literary point of view, and considered 
simply as an outburst of poetic genius, what a magni- 
ficent portion of Scripture this is! It glows with 
energy, activity, life. What sunshine, what graphic 
pictures are presented to us at every turn! What a 
stately march of grandeur! What a royal sweep, like 
that of some splendid pageant or triumphal procession, 
characterizes the whole, from beginning to end! It 
is like one of the great wheels in Ezekiel's vision. 
What sustained power and majesty throughout, from 
the invocation, ** Arise, shine," on to the closing words 
which contain the solemn assurance that all shall be 
fulfilled, " I, the Lord, will hasten it in his time ! " 
But what additional interest is given to these predic- 
tions, when we pass from the mere literary point of 
view, and regard the sublime panorama spread before 
us as a page of inspiration, glowing with the visions 
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of God! Nations are born in a day. The prophet 
hears the promise of the Almighty carried down 
through all the ages that are to follow: "Thy sons 
shall come from far, and thy daughters shall be nursed 
at thy side." And they come from the east and the 
west, from the nortli and the south, from all countries 
under heaven, people of every nation and clime; and 
as they come the exclamation of wonder is heard, 
** Who are these that fly as a cloud, and as the doves 
to their windows? " 

This question suggests the onward movement of 
a large body of converts, and the feelings produced 
by it. 

I. The onward movement of a large body of converts. 
There is no period in the history of the ancient 
church to which we can apply the predictions con- 
tained in this chapter. There never was any move- 
ment in Old Testament times which can be compared 
to that, which is brought before us in this verse. We 
must look to gospel ages for the fulfilment of this 
prophetic vision. It is described as a movement on 
so vast a scale as to resemble the clouds as they are 
rapidly carried across the face of the heavens, or the 
myriad flight of doves as they eagerly hasten forward 
to their "windows" or their resting-places at the close 
of the day. In some parts, when they take to the 
wing, they are so numerous and so compact in their 
mass that they resemble a cloud, and obscure the 
light of the sun in their passage. Were any of you 
to stand on the tower of St Mark's in Venice at the 
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Stated hour when the doves are fed, you could scarcely 
fail to be reminded of the striking beauty and appro- 
priateness of the prophet's illustration, for large 
numbers are then on the wing, and flocking together 
to the square below. In the pleasing surprise of the 
moment you could not help wondering where they all 
come from. The flight of wood-pigeons in some parts 
of our own country, where they are not destroyed, 
forms a cloud not very pleasing to the eye of the 
farmer, who only thinks of the loss he may sustain. 

The movement described in the words of the 
prophet is that of vast numbers, and the nature of it 
will appear from the following thoughts: — 

1st The movement is all towards a common centre. 
The vast number of converts, whom the prophet 
represents by the striking figure he employs, as moving 
onwards like a cloud, are all attracted by a central 
glory. "The Gentiles shall come to thy light, and 
kings to the brightness of thy rising. Lift up thine 
eyes round about, and see ! all they gather themselves 
together, they come to thee. The abundance of the 
sea shall be converted unto thee, the forces of the 
Gentiles shall come unto thee." And what is the 
grand figure in gospel times that shall attract people 
of every colour, and language, and clime under 
heaven ? What is the glory that shall draw them from 
all lands? Leaving all behind, where shall they find 
the home of their hearts.? What is it that shall have 
greater attractions for them than their own homes, 
and what shall bless and beautify these most of all? 



THE CLOUD OF CONVERTS. lOI 

There can be only one answer to this, in keeping with 
God's truth and man's needs. It is the cross of Christ 
— it is "Christ and him crucified." This alone can 
meet the deep wants and woes of men, when they are 
truly awakened to a sense of their sin and danger, and 
this becomes the great central object of desire for the 
heart that is longing for pardon and peace. Philo- 
sophy, education, literature, science, art, and wealth, are 
all good in their own place, and they may all bless 
and adorn life; but is any one of these, or all of them 
put together, the central glory which should draw men 
around them as the highest good ? Can they satisfy 
the soul, or bridge the wide gulf which sin has made 
between God and man? Christ alone can do this, and 
therefore, whatever the world may think of Him, He 
is the central figure in history and the desire of all 
nations. He is destined at least to become this. Men 
are flocking in crowds after this object and the other; 
the eager inquiry everywhere is, "Who will show us any 
good?" Men have tried to find this in every object 
but the right one, till they have grown utterly weary 
and sick of heart. Christ alone can quench this great 
soul-thirst by the living water; and when men become 
convinced of this, they turn to Him to find what they 
sought elsewhere in vain. They have done so at 
times in great numbers, as when the early church 
received its first baptism of spiritual power on the day 
of Pentecost, and three thousand anxious souls were 
seen hastening to accept of Christ, on the streets of the 
very city where He had been put to death. All along 
the history of the church there have been revival 
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periods, when many are drawn to Christ, and they 
hasten from the city of Destruction, as we find that 
described by Bunyan in his immortal allegory, and flee 
for refuge, to lay hold of the hope set before them in 
the gospel. It is then that "multitudes, multitudes" 
are found in the " valley of decision," where we have, 
to some extent, an illustration of the prophet's vision. 
Thank God ! we have not been without this in these 
days, and the great want of the church and of the 
world is a mighty revival of vital Christianity, by means 
of which, many would be led to surrender themselves 
to God. Meantime it is the duty of all the members 
of the church, especially of all her ministers, to hold 
up Christ in the presence of all, as the life of a perish- 
ing world. Let us give prominence to the cross of 
Christ. Let us proclaim it in all its love, in all its 
fulness of blessing. Let us hold it up as that which 
should be the great centre of attraction to sinful dying 
men, as ^ God's remedy for all the woes and crushing 
wrongs of the world. Let Christ be exalted as a 
Saviour mighty to save, and men will be drawn to 
Him, and our earth, weary with the struggle of sin, will 
be lifted from the depths of its misery. He is not 
only the great central figure of history, but the love 
of God has no other object of attraction to present to 
man, by which he may be won over from sin, and all 
its unrest, to righteousness and peace. The dove that 
Noah sent out from the ark, could find no rest till it 
came to the window from which it had been let loose 
over the wide waste ot waters, and there is no rest to the 
soul oi man, until it returns from all its wanderings to 
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Christ the Ark of our safety. The most conspicuous 
object on the bosom of the vast flood which swept over 
the face of the earth was the ark, in which alone safety 
could be enjoyed; and Christ should be lifted up and 
made as prominent to the eyes of sinful dying men. 
Let us make Him the great centre of attraction, in 
His love, in all His mightiness to save, and we may 
leave the fulfilment of the prophetic vision to God, in 
firm faith that men will be drawn to Him in numbers 
like the passing clouds, that cross the disc of the moon 
when the wind is high, or as doves to their windows. 
This is coming: "They shall look upon him whom 
they have pierced, and mourn." Yes, it is coming, 
and the Lord will hasten it in His time. 

2d. A movement begun and sustained by a common 
impulse. 

The unseen power that moves the clouds, at times 
so gently, and at others so rapidly across the sky, is 
the wind. Clouds are the visible wings of that unseen 
agent that carries them along. What a sublime idea is 
that of the psalmist, when he says of the Almighty, " He 
maketh the clouds his chariot — he did fly upon the 
wings of the wind !" Our Saviour draws an illustration 
as to the hidden operation of the Spirit, in producing 
that great change of heart and life which is called con- 
version : ** The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou 
hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it 
Cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is 
born of the Spirit." Every convert comes under this 
divine impulse. There can be no experience of the new 
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life, no movement towards it, without the quickening 
power of the Spirit This has been very strikingly 
presented to us in Ezekiel's vision of the valley of dry 
bones. What a ghastly sight meets the eye in that 
vast charnel-house! "Can these dry bones live?" 
What a hard question this was even to the strongest 
faith ! At the word of the Lord, bone came to bone ; 
sinew and flesh covered them, but there was no breath, 
no life in the dumb, dead forms, till the words were 
uttered over them, "Come from the four winds, O 
breath, and breathe upon these slain that they may 
live." All these lifeless forms must receive a common 
impulse beyond the power of man to give; and so 
they did, for breath came into them, " and they stood 
up on their feet, an exceeding great army." They 
were now set in motion, now ready for action, and 
swayed by one Spirit; all equipped for the spiritual 
conflict; all moving now under the influence of a 
mighty power, which kept them together, and made 
them strong as " an army with banners." 

There are certain characteristics common to all 
converts, and one is, the hidden impulse which they 
all share, and under which they all move forward, like 
the clouds that are carried through the heavens by the 
invisible agency of the wind. These are set in 
motion by one of the great unseen powers of nature; 
and so is it with all who are born again, who have 
passed from death unto life. The Spirit begins the 
change, sustains, and carries it on to perfection. He 
implants the new nature; feeble at first it is, as an infant, 
but all the elements of spiritual life are there for further 
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development, which is certain to follow in every one 
that is " bom, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man, but of God." The same divine 
power, which gives this new and holy impulse to the 
soul at first, will continue it, and the life thus begun 
will be carried on, it may be in the midst of many 
changes and trials, amid much opposition and diffi- 
culty, until the day of Jesus Christ, when all who 
have been brought into His kingdom will be presented 
" faultless in the presence of his glory with exceeding 

joy." 

The clouds are scattered and entirely dissipated by 
the very power that sets them in motion and carries 
them through the heavens, so that at times not a 
single trace of cloud-land is to be seen on the sky. 
But it is quite the reverse with those, whom the 
prophet represents as moving onward like a cloud, to 
become the followers of Christ. The Power that gave 
them life at first, will not scatter them, nor destroy the 
work of His own hand. They are brought by the 
Spirit into the ranks of the sacramental hosts of the 
Lord, and they will be kept there by the mighty 
power of God through faith unto salvation, till they 
receive their discharge in the present warfare, at the 
happy home-coming of the redeemed, when "the 
ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion 
with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: 
they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away." The glorious resting-place 
will be reached, so beautifully described in the follow- 
ing sonnet : — 
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** A tloud lay cradled near the setting sun, 
A gleam of crimson tinged its braided snowt 
Long had I watched the glory moving on 
O'er the still radiance of the Lake below. 
Tranquil its spirit seem'd, and floated slow! 
l>en in its very motion, there was rest : 
While every breath of eve that chanced to blow. 
Wafted the traveller to the beauteous West. 
Emblem, methought, of the departed soul ! 
To whose white robe the gleam of bliss is given; 
And by the breath of mercy made to roll 
Right onwards to the golden gates of heaven, 
Where, to the eye of Faith, it peaceful lies, 
And tells to man his glorious destinies." 

3d. The movement animated by a common purpose. 

This is deliverance from sin, personal salvation 
through the blood of the Lamb. The language 
employed by the prophet denotes eagerness, "Who 
are these that fly as a cloud ? " And this is the 
master-passion of an awakened soul — "What must I 
do to be saved.-* " — " Men and brethren, what shall we 
do.^" They are all seeking personal salvation, and 
they cannot rest till they find it, where alone it can 
be found, at the Cross of Christ. 

But we could scarcely call this a high-souled pur- 
pose, were it to end here and seek nothing beyond this. 
If a man is truly anxious about his own salvation, 
and obtains it, he will not rest with this, but he will go 
and seek to save others. That anxiety about his own 
salvation, which has led him to Christ, will constrain 
him to bring others to the Cross, where he has found 
pardon and peace. It would be but a poor selfish 
purpose if it aimed at nothing more than personal 
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salvation. When the shepherds had seen the infant 
Saviour, they could not keep the glad news to them- 
selves, but went and spread it all around. So was it 
with Andrew when he had found the Messiah. The 
first thing he did was to seek out his brother Simon 
Peter and bring him to Christ. The woman of 
Samaria could not linger at the well, however much 
she might feel inclined to do so. She returned 
to the city, leaving her empty pitcher behind, but 
with her heart full to overflowing with new emotions. 
With breathless haste, she said to her townspeople, 
" Come see a man that told me all things that ever I 
did; is not this the Christ.^" The four lepers, when 
they had satisfied all the cravings of their own hunger, 
could not find it in their hearts to revel in the midst 
of the abundance they had so unexpectedly found, 
but they must go and tell their famine-stricken 
countrymen of the plenty which was now at hand. 
" They said one to another. We do not well : this day 
is a day of good tidings, and we hold our peace — now, 
therefore, come, that we may go and tell the king's 
household.'* 

Shall we keep the Bread of Life to ourselves.^ 
Shall we enjoy the gospel feast, and not go out and 
invite others to come in? 

** Shall we, whose souls are lighted 
With wisdom from on high,— 
Shall we to men benighted 
Tlie lamp of life deny?" 

It is not merely to swell the ranks of the Lord's people, 
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that any should cast in their lot with them, but to 
bring others also into the kingdom. 

There may be followers of Christ, we fear that they 
are not few, who have never sought to bring a single 
soul to the Master. How narrow their views must be 
as to the claims He has upon them, and the nature of 
His kingdom; how stinted the measure in which they 
enjoy the fulness of Christ; how limited their happi- 
ness; how much they have hid their light under a 
bushel, yea, the very light that is in them must be 
almost darkness, because they have kept it to them- 
selves, and have not held it forth to those who are 
stumbling in the dark places of sin! Such selfishness 
starves the soul and leaves many out in the darkness, 
who might have been brought into God's marvellous 
light 

** Heaven doth with us as we with torches do: 
Not light them for themselves; for if our virtues 
Did not go forth of us, 'twere all alike 
As if we had them not." 

"Am I my brother's keeper?" is a sentiment worthy of 
Cain, but surely not of a Christian. If Christ has had 
any attraction for our own souls, if connection with His 
cause has brought blessings to our own lives and 
homes, we will surely seek to bring others into that 
" kingdom which is righteousness, and peace, and joy 
in the Holy Ghost." This is the spirit that animated 
those who are represented by the prophet as flocking 
into the Holy City of old: they not only come them- 
selves, but they bring others. There may be starless 
crowns in glory; if so, how dim they must appear 
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compared with the star-jewelled crowns worn by those 
who have turned many to righteousness, and who 
shall shine as the stars for ever and ever! 

II. Tlte feelings produced by this movement 
As the multitudes from all quarters approach the 
city of the Great King to join themselves to His cause, 
the dwellers in Zion are filled with surprise. It is a 
new thing to them, and as they see the crowds of 
strangers coming from afar, from " Midian, and Ephah, 
and Sheba, from the isles of the sea, from the north 
and the south, and from the land of Sinim," their sur- 
prise becomes all the greater when they hear the words, 
**Lift up thine eyes round about, and see, they gather 
themselves together, they come to thee." What 
meaneth this.? "Who are these that fly as a cloud?" 
Where is this to end t 

What a surprise the apostles must have got on the 
day of Pentecost, when they were surrounded all at 
once by anxious inquirers, and when devout " men of 
every nation under heaven" heard "the unsearchable 
riches of Christ" and the glories of His kingdom pro- 
claimed to them in their own tongue. Oh what a 
pleasing surprise it is to the people of God, who have 
really a heartfelt interest in the advancement of His 
kingdom, when there passes over the land a wave of 
blessed revival, and many who were formerly thought- 
less and indifferent as to the concerns of their souls, 
are borne on its bosom into the kingdom of God's 
dear Son! Oh that we had more of this delightful 
surprise, which accompanies every season of genuine 
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revival at home, and the conversion of the heathen 
abroad ! 

1 1 was a time of fear as well as surprise, and so we 
read in tl^e glowing description of the prophet: "Thine 
heart shall fear." Why should there be fear at such 
a time? Why should its shadow fall on these happy 
days, when so many come to unite themselves to the 
Lord's people? It is because of its very brightness 
there is fear. Will such a blessed time last? Will 
there be always such glorious sunshine, such felt near- 
ness to God, such sweet communion with Him and 
with His people? Will the vast numbers that have 
gathered themselves together, and professed to be the 
Lord's, remain true to their engagements? Will the 
enemies from without and within not be too strong 
for them, and Avill they not go back and be entangled 
again in the yoke of bondage? Will these young 
converts not be drawn away, and enticed into sin and 
folly? Will they not find "Old Adam too strong for 
young Melancthon?" These are some of the fears 
that cast their shadov/s over such a blessed time. 
They are not groundless; there will be bitter disap- 
pointment as to not a few. The experience of every 
revival season confirms this. What then? Is it to 
be all shadow, all fear? No; far from it. Let us 
bring both into the light, which earnest prayer cannot 
fail to shed upon them in connection with the promises 
of God. 

Special care surely is needed at such times of 
ingathering, and the church should be a nursing 
mother to young converts, as well as a light in the 
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midst of darkness. How touching are the words of 
the great apostle of the Gentiles, as showing the care 
he had for those whom he had brought to the Saviour: 
'*But we were gentle among you, even as a nurse 
cherisheth her children : so, being affectionately desirous 
of you, we were willing to have imparted unto 
you, not the gospel only, but also our own souls, 
because ye were dear unto us!" 

It was a time of love^ and **perfect love casteth out 
fear." "Then thou shalt see, and flow together — thine 
heart shall be enlarged." There was much union, and 
this was the fruit of love, which is greatly increased 
at a season of revival. Hearts are ** enlarged" by 
brotherly-kindness and charity; narrow prejudices 
and distinctions disappear; barriers to union are 
broken down, and hearts that were chilled before and 
kept asunder, now "flow together" like streams that 
meet and mingle. These are blessed times. Oh that 
we had more of them! The church of Christ will 
have more of this, for His own prayer will yet be 
fully answered: "That they all may be one; as thou. 
Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may 
be one in us: that the world may believe that thou 
hast sent me." When this spirit of unity, and this 
bond of peace, become all the more manifest, what 
cause there is for gratitude and joy! The spirit of 
praise and thanksgiving is called forth in a remarkable 
degree. What a gush of sacred song there is in cveiy 
place, where God's people are greatly quickened, and 
when the wandering are brought home! "Then was 
our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with 
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singing: when the Lord bringeth back the captivity 
of his people, Jacob shall rejoice, and Israel shall be 
glad.'* Who does not burst forth into singing at the 
very prospect of such a time? " Sing, O ye heavens, 
for the Lord hath done it: shout, ye lower parts of the 
earth; break forth into singing, ye mountains, O forest, 
and every tree therein : for the Lord hath redeemed 
Jacob, and glorified himself in Israel." Who does not 
utter the fervent prayer.? "Even so, come, Lord 
Jesus." 

** One song employs all nations ; and all cry, 
* Worthy the Lamb, for he was slain for us ;' 
The dwellers in the vales and on the rocks 
Shout to each other, and the mountain-tops 
From distant mountains catch the flying joy; 
Till, nation after ra'.io i taught the strain, 
Earth rolls the rapturous Hosanna round." 
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O Ephrahriy what shall I do ttnio thee? O yudah, what shall I do 
unto thee? for your goodness is as a morning cloudy and as the, early dc7o 
it goeth away (Hosea vi. 4). 



THE MORNING CLOUD. 



Change is written upon everything that is earthly. 
The rosy morn, lustrous with the smiles of sunshine, 
and sparkling with dewdrops, has scarcely drawn aside 
the curtain of the night, till it is wrapped in clouds 
and tempest, and the day closes with the lullaby of 
the moaning storm, as if nature sung her own funereal 
dirge, 

** IVe seen the morning 
With gold the hills adorning, 
And loud tempests storming before parting day." 

This is but too true a picture of the sudden changes 
which mark the fitful, feverish life of man. ** To-day 
he puts forth the tender leaves of hope, to-morrow 
blossoms." The fleeting shadow which measures time 
on the face of the sun-dial, or flits across the fields 
with the changing clouds of an April day, the mists 
which the rising sun speedily scatters from the moun- 
tain's brow, the grass that groweth up and withereth, 
the flower that blooms and dies, the fading forest 
leaves of autumn, the hurrying post, the swift ship 
scudding before the wind and speedily lost to view, 
the tale that is soon told, the narrow handbreadth, the 
lightning swoop of the eagle hastening to the preyi 
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the brief but troubled sleep, the night-watch that is 
soon over, are some of the emblems which the sacred 
writers have employed to describe the frailty of the 
human race. 

Death suddenly enters that happy circle, and the 
light of joy, which but yesterday sat on every brow, is 
darkened with sorrow. A sudden reverse comes, and 
that carefully-amassed fortune, the fruit of many years* 
anxiety and toil, is scattered to the winds. Averted 
looks and cold suspicions take the place of the kindly 
and cheerful attentions of friendship. The old 
familiar faces pass away; the once crowded hearth 
has now many an empty seat ; and the aged couple, 
who have journeyed together through many years and 
trials, end the evening, as they began the morning 
of their married days, childless and alone, with this 
difference, that they have now many fondly-cherished 
memories of dear ones who have passed away. 

** They grew in beauty side by side, 
They filled one home with glee ; — 
Their graves are severed far and wid^ 
By mount, and stream, and sea." 

**Our fathers! where are they.'^" and the comrades of 
our riper years, who fought side by side with us in the 
battle of life.? 

Such are some of the vicissitudes of earth ; but these 
are not so sad as the change we have now to consider, 
for it involves the highest interests of the soul. All 
the above changes may take place without hurtfully 
affecting a man's relation to God ; but the one that is 
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brought before us, in the words of solemn appeal to 
Ephraim and Judah, affects man's eternal destiny, for 
it touches his present character and condition only 
for evil, and not for good. 

You walk out some fine summer morning, say in 
the island of Arran; the mountains are still swathed in 
clouds up to their very summits. The rays of the 
morning sun begin to gild the loftiest peaks witli a 
burnish brighter than gold, the clouds that wrap the 
mountains round like the mantle of night are broken 
up, and slowly creep down their massive sides. You 
are now presented with a series of the finest dissolving 
views of cloud scenery, which is constantly changing 
its form and position. Dewdrops sparkle everywhere 
like bright diamonds. The fairest form of beauty was 
never decked with such an array. The lark bursts 
into song as it rises from its bed of lustrous gems. 
You follow it with eye and ear as it soars and sings, 
and in a little, to your surprise, the clouds arc all 
nearly gone. One still rests on the bosom of Goatfell 
— the morning cloud of Arran, but it becomes less and 
less, till it passes away and leaves not a single trace 
of its snowy whiteness behind. The sun rises in the 
heavens, and from a cloudless sky pours out his fervid 
heat. Where now the pearly drops of dew.^ they are 
all absorbed by the solar beams, and in your return- 
walk, you look in vain for a single gem on leaf, or 
flower, or blade of grass. Such are the striking images 
employed by God Himself, to describe the transient 
impressions towards goodness on the part of His 
ancient people. " O Ephraim, what shall I do unto 
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thee? O Judah, what shall I do unto thee? for your 
goodness is as a morning cloud, and as the early dew 
it goeth away." 

The morning cloud reminds us of the night that 
has just gone, of the new-born day upon which we 
have entered, to be followed again by another night; 
and so these words suggest a threefold experience of 
life. They do not indeed apply to all men, but to 
very many. 

I. A period of little or no religious impression, 
Man is addressed by his Maker as if he conld be 
awakened to a better life. He is fallen indeed, and to 
the lowest depths, but he can be raised. There is 
something left to lay hold upon in his nature, whereby 
he can be helped — some chord in the mysterious harp 
of the human spirit that will vibrate to the touch of a 
loving hand, however weak the response may be. He 
has been compared to a magnificent temple in ruin.';, 
but the ineffaceable marks of ancient grandeur and 
nobility are still there. Some indeed may be so bad, 
so sunken, that the eye of God alone can detect the 
traces of former greatness, and they still linger there, 
to attest that man was made in the moral image of 
his Maker. This is true of the lowest and most 
degraded specimen of our humanity. There is truth in 
the lines of the poet: 

"The darkest night that shrouds the sky, 
Of beauty has a share ; 
The blackest heart gives signs to tell, 
That God still lingers there. 
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" I pity those that evil are, 
I pity and I moum, 
But the Supreme has fashioned all, 
And oh! I dare not scorn." 

The idol of the soul is self, selfish pursuits and 
pleasures. God is forgotten, or if He is at times 
remembered at all, the thoughts regarding Him are 
very unworthy of man as a rational and immortal 
being, and very dishonouring to God. So far as right 
views of the Supreme Being, and man's relation to Him 
as a sinner — eternity, the interests of the soul, the way 
of salvation, the ground of a sinner's acceptance with 
God — are concerned, this period is a state of spiritual 
darkness. " Having the understanding darkened, being 
alienated from the life of God through the ignorance 
that is in them because of the blindness of their heart." 
The apostle addresses those who were in this condition 
in these words: "Ye who sometimes v^^yq darkness^ 
It is the night of the soul when these great realities 
are not seen in their transcendent importance. 

The present world bulks far more largely in the 
estimation of a man in this condition, than the world 
to come; time more than eternity; the body more than 
the soul; things seen and temporal, more than the 
unseen and eternal. In this state of mind men live 
wholly for the present; or if they think of a future 
world at all, they are very much disposed to take it 
into their own hands and deal with it in their own 
way. This may seem, to some minds, very easily 
done in the days of health and prosperity, when all 
things are bright and promise fair. If, on the other 
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hand, they have at times any misgivings, as they are 
sure to have, for it is not all fair sailing, they put the 
evil day afar off, and would be glad if they could 
always keep it at a distance; but in spite of all their 
efforts to press the weights down upon any rising 
thoughts of a future world, it will flash out upon them, 
now and again, like the lightning, revealing to them with 
startling brightness what they would fain put in the 
back-ground, and hold there if they could. Very many 
in this state of mind are utterly beyond the pale of 
the church, and are to be found in all conditions of 
life; but a large number of these are doubtless inside 
the church, by some slender connection at least. They 
wait upon its services; they may take some little 
interest in its work; they may contribute for its support; 
they hear about Christ and the claims He has upon 
them; they listen to the most solemn appeals; but 
after all they remain careless, thoughtless, indifferent 
as to the great concerns of eternity. The force of 
habit, or respectability, or early associations, bring 
them to the house of God, and we rejoice to see them 
there; but so far as man is permitted to judge, is it 
any want of charity to say that they are destitute of 
spiritual life, and have no serious impressions about 
God and Christ and His atoning sacrifice, about the 
work of the Spirit in conversion, or their eternal 
interests.*^ They are surrounded by gospel light, and 
they have light so far; but the light that is in them is 
darkness, and "how great is that darkness!" — "The 
carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject 
to the law of God, neither indeed can be." 
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II. ^ period of good impressions. 

The night of ungodliness, of utter indifference to 
great spiritual realities, has passed away, and is suc- 
ceeded by a morning of fair promise. This is " the 
early cloud and the morning dew," both beautiful to 
look upon. Doubtless there is a change for the better 
in thought, feeling, and action, in discourse and 
deportment in the daily round of life. There is an 
approach at least to the confines of true goodness; 
nay, more than this, in all charity true goodness 
seems to be attained. There are better and more 
frequent thoughts about divine things. The soul has 
been awakened to reflection, to pause and look into 
eternity, and to ponder the relation between God and 
the sinner. Aroused to anxiety as to his personal 
salvation, he is brought face to face with the solemn 
inquiry, "What must I do to be saved .'^" The burden 
of sin, the need of deliverance, the awful realities of 
death, judgment, and eternity, and the powers of the 
world to come are now felt as they never were before. 
These are surely impressions for good, full of promise; 
and when they are seen in a life, just emerging from 
the night of sin and utter indifference to divine things, 
they are to be welcomed and hailed with delight by 
every sincere friend of true goodness. It certainly 
stands out in pleasing contrast to the past. The man 
who was the slave of intemperate habits renounces 
the intoxicating cup, and declares himself to be free 
from the "devil's chain," and in the most urgent 
terms he implores others to escape from the bondage 
in which he was so long held, and to come and 
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partake of the freedom which he now enjoys. 
Another weeps for his past sins, is filled with horror 
and remorse when he thinks of them, and resolves to 
lead a different life. In the new spirit of fervour and 
enthusiasm which has laid hold of him, he is not 
ashamed to bear public testimony to the change 
which he affirms he has undergone, to the new joy he 
has found. He begins to take an active part in 
Christian work, which was formerly so distasteful to 
him, and he wonders why any can stand aloof, when 
so much requires to be done, and so few to do it. 
He runs hard, and at this stage of the man's history 
is it not unfair to insinuate that he needs to do so 
to keep his new-born zeal warm.'^ Is it not uncharit- 
able to speak of pretence, and to suggest hypocrisy, 
and to characterize his proceedings by the hateful 
terms of fanaticism and cant.? Certainly it is, at all 
events we would not like to do so, for whatever may 
be the issue of this profession in the course of time, 
we must give the man, at this deeply interesting 
period of his life, the credit of being earnest. His im- 
pressions at least, and the testimony to which these 
have led, are as real as the " morning cloud and the 
early dew,'* although they may be as fleeting. Let 
not the breath of suspicion, in the meantime, be 
blown upon the profession which he makes, or on the 
religious impression which he now manifests, for 
surely these are better than the utter indifference 
which he so recently showed to the interests of his 
soul and the concerns of eternity. Shall we not take 
a kindly interest in him, and rejoice in the change 
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which has given a new current to his thoughts and 
feeHngs, a new aim to his life, which now seems a 
summer morning full of brightness and promise? 
Surely this is better than the night of ungodliness 
which preceded it, when the soul was "without God 
and without hope in the world ? " He is vastly better 
in his present condition, were it only to continue, 
than in the former. Thank God this improved 
spiritual state in very many cases has continued , and 
has issued in the most blessed results to the praise of 
His glorious grace! and we believe that every genuine 
revival in the church of Christ could furnish many 
examples, that will do honour to the work of the 
Spirit, and magnify the riches of redeeming love 
throughout all eternity. But every morning cloud 
does not burst in refreshing showers upon the parched 
earth, neither does every blossom in the spring set 
for fruit The omniscient, holy Lord God, who 
knows this best, has placed these solemn words on 
record, as a warning to all ages in regard to religious 
impressions: "Your goodness is as a morning cloud, 
and as the early dew it goeth away." At all 
events, I would not like to say, as I have heard 
some do of a revival season, and of those who have 
professed to receive a great blessing: "It will all 
soon blow over." Is the wish father to the thought? 
God forbid that it should be so on the part of any! 
This, to say the least, is not the spirit in which any 
true friend of the Master should speak of such a 
season, when the best evidence is furnished of genuine 
conversion. I would rather pray for the outpouring 
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of God*s Holy Spirit, and leave the sifting process 
between the chaflf and the wheat to time and to God. 

III. The period when good impressions vanish, like 
" the morning clondy and the early dew!' 

These impressions were good and much to be com- 
mended and encouraged, had they only lasted, and 
gone deeper into the man's whole being, and rooted 
themselves in the best affections of his heart A cloud 
only floats in the air, or hangs on the mountain's 
brow; it cannot root itself anywhere, it has nothing to 
hold by, and so is it with the dewdrops, nature's 
sparkling diamonds, wrought in countless myriads, 
during the hushed stillness of the night. Few things 
are more beautiful than the morning cloud and tlie 
dew, but how soon they pass away! Alas, that it 
should be so often the case with serious impressions, 
and with a religious profession! but so it is, with 
very many. 

Let us take care lest it should be so with our- 
selves. These impressions, however good they may 
be, are not deep and settled convictions; they are 
not fixed principles of action which nothing can shake. 
Feelings do not lay hold of a heart and life, and shape 
them into a new course. In proof of this the Bible 
presents us with some very striking illustrations of the 
evanescent character of these. Pharaoh is a noted 
instance; how often he professed to be penitent, and 
" to break off his sins by righteousness, and his iniquity 
by shewing mercy to the poor!" but no sooner was 
the hand that smote, lifted in mercy, than he revolted 
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yet more and more. When the hail occasioned such 
destruction, he sent in haste for Moses and Aaron, and 
said unto them, "I have sinned this time: the Lord 
is righteous, and I and my people are wicked. Entreat 
the Lord (for it is enough) that there be no more mighty 
thunderings and hail; and I will let you go, and }'e 
shall stay no longer." Here was, to all appearance, a 
spirit of goodness, at least, that was to be highly com- 
mended; here was a promise that betokened better 
things. How did it end.'^ The sacred writer has 
furnished a sad answer in the following words, which 
show us how he tampered with his conscience, and 
played fast and loose with the most solemn promises, 
and the fairest professions of a change of conduct. 
" And when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail 
and the thunders were ceased, he sinned yet more and 
more, and hardened his heart, he and his servants. 
And the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, neither 
would he let the children of Israel go; as the Lord 
had spoken by Moses." 

In many parts of Scripture, we find a heavy charge 
brought against ancient Israel? on account of the 
transient nature of their goodness, and their unfaith- 
fulness to the promises which they gave of an 
amended life. " When he slew them, then they sought 
him; and they returned and inquired early after God: 
and they remembered that God was their Rock, and 
the high God their Redeemer. Nevertheless they diJ 
flatter him with their mouth, and they lied unto him 
with their tongues. For their heart was not right 
with him, neither were they steadfast in his covenant." 
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In another historical psalm, which was designed to 
preserve in the memory of the nation the wonderful 
dealings of God towards them, we find the same charge 
repeated: "And the waters covered their enemies; 
there was not one of them left. Then believed they 
his words; they sang his praise. They soon forgot his 
works; they waited not for his counsel; but lusted 
exceedingly in the wilderness, and tempted God in the 
desert." 

Was not Judas himself a notable instance of the 
same spirit in New Testament times, and in the most 
awfully responsible circumstances in which any human 
being could be placed. He enjoyed the presence of 
the Master, he heard His gracious words; saw His 
mighty works, was intrusted with an important office 
in the brotherhood of the apostles; his soul basked in 
the bright beams of the most exalted privileges. He 
must have been deeply impressed at times, and must 
have shown this in no small degree, and yet after all> 
in less than three years, what did he become.^ 

But why dwell on these instances so far away from 
ourselves and the times now passing over us.? How 
many amongst us have been roused to serious reflec- 
tion by that calamity or the other, by that sudden death 
of a near and dear friend, by disappointment or loss, 
by some trial that cut deeply into the heart, leaving 
traces there that will never be effaced, and life became 
more solemn, more real to them as they heard the 
voice in that providence L.id the other: "Prepare to 
meet thy God ! " " Therefore be ye also ready." That 
voice fell upon their ears like the trump of dooniy and 
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they resolved to lead a new life, and so they did, to 
the joy of their own hearts and that of many others; 
but, alas! it was only for a time; when the hail and 
the thunder ceased, their goodness was at an end. 

How often the drunkard has given me his hand 
and his solemn promise, that he would be done with 
his enemy for ever, and that he would never yield 
again! Never! He has done so with tears, and in 
the horrors of a remorse which no words of mine can 
describe. A new era seemed to be dawning upon 
him and his wretched dwelling. His face, his heart, 
and his home grew brighter, and wife and children 
began to breathe more freely as father came in again 
and again sober. Better days had come. The lark 
in the cage seemed to sing more sweetly as father's 
now steady hand hung it outside by the window in 
the bright spring day, and it filled the whole street 
with a gush of song. What a happy change in the 
whole home-circle! Blythe faces, cheerful hearts, 
brighter prospects, new comforts are there, and no 
wonder the trembling wife and little ones, who had 
passed through such a terrible ordeal, often turned to 
one another to put the anxious question, "Will it 
last.?" It did for some time, and what a blessed 
change that was! but, alas! in very many cases, known 
to myself, it was only for a time, and was like the 
morning cloud and early dew, it soon passed away. 

How often have I heard from the bed of sickness 
the earnest prayer for recovery, coupled with the most 
solemn assurance that if health were restored, the life 
spared would be entirely devoted to the service of 
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God! "Oh that God would spare me to recover that 
I might lead a dififercnt life!" These are words that 
have been often uttered by sufferers under the pressure 
of sore sickness, which seemed to be the entrance to 
the valley of the shadow of death. Life has been 
spared, the sufferer has been brought back from the 
** border-land," health has been restored, the former 
activities of life have been resumed; and what now of 
the promise that was given and of the resolution that 
was formed when the hand of God lay heavily upon 
him, and he was brought to the verge of the grave? 
In many instances, alas! both the promise and the 
resolve have been as the morning cloud and the early 
dew — the case of Pharaoh over again, when the hail 
ceased, and a respite was given. Has it been so with 
any whom I now address? Remember the vow that 
escaped your lips, the promise that you gave, the cry 
for mercy that you uttered when life seemed to be fast 
ebbing away; and now that your life is spared and health 
restored, what are you making of them? Do you read 
the answer that honesty compels you to give in the 
"morning cloud and the early dew?" If so, let me 
entreat you, by everything that is sacred, to appropriate 
the words and to act in the spirit of them. ** Come and 
let us return unto the Lord : for he hath torn, and he 
will heal us: he hath smitten, and he will bind us up." 
" I will pay thee my vows which my lips have uttered, 
and my mouth hath spoken, when I was in trouble." 

Is it by any means a rare thing to f.nd a man all 
fervour, all enthusiasm, his heart all aglow with the 
impressions that now move him mightily, so that he 
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can no loncjer be silent and remain at rest as he was 
before? Do we discourage such a one? do we seek 
to chill him in his new-found joy, and in the aspira- 
tions of his heart? No, but we would urge him con- 
stantly to look away from himself to Christ and not 
to malie a Saviour of his own feelings or to trust to 
his recently acquired experience, but to lay hold of 
the help that he can only find in Jesus. And this we 
do, not by any means to discourage, but, to warn, for 
not seldom have such professions turned out to be 
but as the ** morning cloud and the early dew." 

Where is now the first love and the zeal of not a 
few who prcf jssed to be and to do great things for 
the Master? A period of revival takes place, and many 
are brought into the kingdom. It is not a matter of 
mere feeling or excitement with them, but of principle, 
of deep and settled conviction; their feet are firmly 
planted on the Rock of Ages, and He who placed 
them there, by His grace is able to make them stand. 
But somewho have only had their feelings stirred by what 
they have seen and heard, — stirred, indeed, so deeply 
that they thought this was all that was needful for the 
great change which they professed to receive, — have 
gone back with the receding tide of mere excitement, 
or rather it has left them high up and dry on a deso- 
late shore. Trials came, and they could not face them ; 
temptations assailed them, and these were too strong 
for mere feeling. Nor is this to be thought strange 
after what the Saviour Himself has told us of the 
seed that *' fell upon stony ground where it had not 
much earth; and immediately it sprang up, because it 

I 
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had no depth of earth: but when the sun was up it 
was scorched ; and because it had no root, it withered 
away." 

IV. The danger connected with such a period. 
That this danger is imminent is evident from the 
solemn appeal of God Himself — "O Ephraim! what 
shall I do unto thee.^ O Judah! what shall I do unto 
thee?" This is just as a father would speak to a 
son who has frequently lapsed into evil habits after 
many repeated promises of amendment, and resolu- 
tions formed and expressed to lead a new life. What 
more can be done than has been.'* and yet it has all 
failed in ripening impressions into fixed principles for 
the control and guidance of the whole life. These 
feelings have only been but as a ripple on the surface of 
the lake, which has, indeed, been ruffled by the passing 
breeze, but its depths have never been reached. And 
now God says, speaking after the manner of men, and 
in accommodation to our own experience, "What 
shall I do unto thee.'*" These words point to much 
that has been done in the past, and they suggest that 
matters have reached such an extremity that the 
sinner may now be left to take his own course, without 
further restraint. " Let him alone," or " Cut it down, 
why cumbereth it the ground } " Is there no danger 
in this.? Is an awful crisis in the history of a soul not 
reached when God says, "Thou hast wearied me with 
thine iniquities.**" "What more shall I do unto thee.'*" 
Serious impressions allowed to pass away must 
have a hardening influence upon the heart. It was 
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SO with Pharaoh, and there is no phrase more fre- 
quently employed in reference to him than that he 
hardened his heart, and that to his utter ruin. " He 
that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall 
suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy." 
The morning cloud and the early dew vanish and leave 
no trace behind, and there they end ; but not so with 
the passing away of serious thoughts and impressions. 
They leave the heart harder than before ; it cannot be 
so easily reached again. "For it is impossible for 
those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of 
the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the 
Holy Ghost, and have tasted the good word of God, 
and the powers of the world to come, if they shall 
fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; 
seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God 
afresh, and put him to an open shame." 

"Oh for the days of childhood again, when my 
heart was deeply impressed, and I was a bright boy, 
free from the sins that I have committed since that!" 
were the words I once heard from the lips of one who 
had sinned and repented, again and again, till 
his heart was hardened by the sad process which 
is so destructive to all moral power, to all self- 
respect, to all right feelings about God, and he 
resolved to rush upon his fate. What that was, the 
day will declare, but no words of mine can venture to 
do it Do the Saviour's own words not furnish a 
reply to the solemn appeal of the Almighty — "Oh! 
Ephraim, what shall I do unto thee?" "When the 
unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh 
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through dry places, seeking rest, and findeth none. 
Then he saith, I will return into my house whence I 
came out ; and when he is come he findeth it empty, 
swept, and garnished. Then goeth he, and taketh 
with himself seven other spirits more wicked than 
himself, and they enter in and dwell there: and the 
last state of that man is worse than the first." " If the 
salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted.^" 
If the first period, when there was little or no 
religious impression, was a dark night to the soul; it 
is darker now, when serious thoughts of divine thing^s 
that were once cherished and expressed, have passed 
away, and the better feelings of a man's nature that 
were stirred to a certain degree of action have become 
colder and more stagnant than before. This is much 
to be deplored in every way, and chiefly as to the in- 
constant sinner himself, oscillating between good and 
evil, for he weakens by every repeated change the 
power of will and conscience. He becomes an easier 
prey to all evil influences, and drifts more swiftly 
down to those awful rapids, which, if once shot, 
his doom is fixed; there is no escape; nothing 
more can be done — all is lost for ever. There is 
nothing to be more deplored in a man than a fitful, 
irresolute, feeble hold of soul-saving truth. In all our 
weakness let us lay hold of the strength of God in 
Christ Jesus. "Then shall we know, if we follow on 
to know the Lord: his going forth is prepared as the 
morning; and he shall come unto us as the rain, as 
the latter and former rain unto the earth." 



THE 

BRIGHT CLOUD ON THE MOUNT. 




While he yet spake, heholdy a brii^ht cloud overshadowed them: and 
behold a voice out of the clojtd^ ivhich said. This is my beloved Son, in 
ivhom I am well pleased ; hear ye him (Mat. xvii. 5). 

While he thus spake, there came a cloud and overshadowed them: and 
they /cared as they entered into the cloud (Luke ix. 34). 



THE 
BRIGHT CLOUD ON THE MOUNT. 



Take it all in all, the Transfiguration is one of the 
most remarkable events in the life of our blessed 
Lord. Its wonders are exhaustless, and the more we 
study it in all its varied details of glory, the more 
wonderful it becomes. Group these together: the high 
mountain, supposed to be some lofty plateau on 
Ilermon; the snow-fields in the back-ground; the stars 
shining brightly on the clear forehead of the night, 
for in all probability this was the time; the Saviour pour- 
ing out his soul in prayer to the righteous Father in 
this grand solitude of nature; the glorious change in 
His appearance when " His face did shine as the sun," 
and His raiment became glistering, and exceeding 
white, like the snow-fields at no great distance; the 
radiance that shone all around His person; the "bright 
cloud,'* the celestial visitants, the surpassing interest of 
the grand theme on which they and the Saviour con- 
versed, "the decease that would be accomplished at 
Jerusalem;'* the voice from the excellent glory — all 
these throw a moral sublimity and grandeur over the 
scene, the record of which partakes more of heaven 
than of earth. " A bright cloud overshadowed them " 
— " and they feared as they entered into the cloud." 
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I. This bright cloud on the mount was the symbol of 
the divine presence. 

All along throughout the whole history of ancient 
Israel, the cloud was the acknowledged token of the 
present Deity. It was in mercy to sinful man that 
the cloud veiled the glory of Jehovah. It was said to 
Moses, " Thou canst not see my face; for there shall 
no man see me and live." ** Lo I come unto thee in a 
thick cloud, that the people may hear when I speak 
with thee, and believe thee for ever.'* According to 
this arrangement, the manifestations of the Divine 
presence in the cloud were very frequent, so that this 
expression often occurs in connection with these: ** The 
glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud." This was, 
specially, the case during the leadership of Moses. 
Very solemn and impressive must have been those 
occasions when "the blessed and only Potentate, the 
King of kings, and Lord of lords; who only hath 
immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can 
approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can sec,'* 
descended in " the thick cloud,** in the presence of all 
the people. "And the sight of the glory of the Lord 
was like devouring fire on the top of the mount, in the 
eyes of the children of Israel.** "The bright cloud" 
on the mount was no less the visible token of Jehovah's 
presence, and may be regarded as one of the many 
connecting links between the Old and the New Testa- 
ment dispensation. Mount Sinai and the Mount of 
Transfiguration, though at a great distance from each 
other in point of time, were brought together in this 
symbol of a present God ; but in what different cir- 
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cumstances this was now granted! Here is the same 
token of a covenant-keeping God binding the far past 
and the present, the old and the new together. Amid 
all the changes of time, from everlasting to everlasting 
God, "the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever." In 
this view a special interest attaches to this bright cloud, 
for was it not the first appearance of the kind in connec- 
tion with the New Dispensation.^ and was it not the last 
in a long series of symbolic manifestations, which an- 
nounced the presence of the eternal God.^ if, indeed, we 
should not regard the cloud at the ascension as another. 
Surely it was well that gospel times should have this, 
in common with the Mosaic economy, even if it should 
be but for once.^ They are bound together by in- 
separable ties; this is one of them, and we hail it as 
such. The cloud would be no more needed in God's 
future intercourse with man, for Christ had come to 
reveal the Father; but it appeared once more on the 
mount. Was it not designed to show us that the same 
purpose of love runs through all the ages, and binds 
all the different epochs in the history of man's redemp- 
tion in one grand whole.? " No man hath seen God at 
any time;" — clouds and darkness were round about 
Him; but now, "the only begotten Son, which is in 
the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him." 

n. The cause of terror to the three disciples, 

"They feared when they entered the cloud." It 

was all so new, so strange, and so unexpected to them, 

that they were seized with an indefinable dread. Nor 

is this at all matter of surprise, for they were now on 
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the very confines of heaven, in the immediate presence 
of the invisible God. How shall sinful man appear 
before his Maker? Fear is the dark shadow which 
sin throws over the soul of man, and all the more 
when he is brought into the light, for without this 
there can be no shadow. Although it was night, 
everything around them was bathed in such lustrous 
radiance that sin cowered before it The bright cloud 
was the token of a present God, and the disciples felt 
that cold dread which must ever chill the heart of man 
and keep him at a distance, till he is brought nigh, and 
finds peace through the blood of the Cross, and in the 
spirit of adoption he can say, My Father ! " Conscience 
makes cowards of us all;*' and if this is true when we 
have but to face the ordinary realities of life, how 
much more when we have to meet with God: — 

" Overwhelmed with guilt and fear, 
I see my Maker face to face, 
Oh how shall I appear?" 

Sin IS the bitter root of fear which grows up with 
the sinner and follows him like his own shadow, pro- 
jecting itself on his path wherever he may go, till he 
is filled with that "perfect love which casteth out 
fear." The disciples did not know as yet, what the 
Saviour was to them and to the world, as the Lamb 
of God to take away its sins. He had spoken to them 
lately about His death upon the cross, but they could 
not understand this; to some of them, if not all, it was 
an offence that they could not bear. Whatever their 
ideas were of Christ, they did not as yet see Him as 
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the atoning sacrifice to put away sin, and so, with the 
consciousness of guilt upon them, " they feared when 
they entered the cloud." So may every sinner feel 
when that providence or the other brings him more 
nearly into the presence of God, and the thick cloud 
of unpardoned sin hangs over him. There is only 
one way in which the dread of the Supreme and the 
supernatural can be removed. It is this: — 

** My faith looks up to Thee, Thou Lamb of Calvary — Saviour divine! 
Now hear me while I pray; take all my guilt away; 
Oh, let me from this day be wholly Thine." 

Under the blood of Christ, what have we to fear.? 
The shadows of this may still haunt us, even when we 
are brought into that hiding-place; but they are only 
shadows, troublesome indeed to some of God's children, 
but they have no power to hurt The fears of the 
disciples were groundless, for Christ was with them in 
the cloud, and although they did not understand the 
nature of His mission, the design of His approaching 
death, they believed on Him as the Messiah, and He 
stood between their sins and the brightness of that 
Presence in the cloud. ** See God our shield ;" not us, 
but "our shield," "look upon the face of thine 
anointed." They were seen as under the shield, and 
they had nothing to fear, even when entering that 
bright cloud, for Christ was with them. 

Is it the cloud of trial that God's people are called 
to enter.? Not a bright, but a dark cloud it appears 
to them — " and now men see not the bright light that 
is in the clouds." They only see the darkness; but is 
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there not just as little cause for fear on the part of the 
believer, as there was to the disciples when they entered 
the cloud, while the Master was with them. He is 
with His people still, and if they have at any time to 
enter a dark cloud of suffering, He throws the bright- 
ness of His promise over it: "Fear thou not; for I am 
with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will 
stren^^then thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will 
uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness." 
When He saw the fear of His disciples on the mount. 
He gently touched them, and said, "Arise, and be not 
afraid." He is now saying the same to all His chil- 
dren over whom there hangs at this moment a heavy 
cloud of trial, or to others who may be entering the 
cloud. When it shall pass away, they shall see that 
they had nothing to fear, and that the dark cloud was 
needed at times as well as the clear shining of the 
sun after rain. 

"Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take; 
The clouds ye so much dread 
Are big with mercy, and shall break 
In blessings on your head." 

III. The glorious audience-chamber of the Great 
King, 

He was now seen in His beauty, arrayed in the 
shining robes of light and in the bright cloud. He 
gave audience to two of the most illustrious worthies 
of the Hebrew race. Moses the lawgiver, and Elijah 
the law-restorer in a godless and degenerate age, now 
stood in the glorious presence of the Law-fulfiller, who 
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had acknowledged at His baptism that it became 
even Himself to fulfil all righteousness. Who amongst 
the sons of men were more worthy to stand there than 
they? The former was not permitted to set a foot in 
the promised land during his lifetime; he only beheld 
it from Mount Nebo; but now he is honoured to stand 
on one of its grandest summits in company with the 
Son of the Highest, whose day he saw afar off, and 
whose death he anticipated in the daily sacrifices that 
were offered in the wilderness. It was a great honour 
that was conferred on Elijah, when he was taken up 
into heaven in a chariot of fire without tasting death; 
but what was even that, compared with the high dis- 
tinction which he now enjoyed in fellowship with 
Christ on the mount .^ And what could the theme of 
converse be in this audience-chamber of the Great 
King.^ Was it the rise and fall of empires.^ Was it 
the great political changes that would shake the 
world, and completely alter the relative position of 
nations.^ The theme of converse was the very one 
that but a short time ago, the disciples could not bear 
to hear. It was Calvary! And after all, what could 
affect the destinies of mankind, more than His cross, 
or produce such mighty results.^ These celestial 
visitants doubtless had much to say regarding the 
interest, with which this approaching event was con- 
templated by angels and redeemed spirits in glory. 
It created no expectancy, it awoke no interest on 
earth; the very disciples w^ould not hear about it, and 
the only spot on the wide world wliere it was spoken 
of, was in the bright cloud on the mount. It was 
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everything to Christ, to Moses, and to Eh'jah, every- 
thing to angels and redeemed spirits; but nothing as 
yet to man, no, not even to the Saviour's immediate 
followers. The whole universe had not such another 
theme of surpassing interest and grandeur. Ah, how 
little we think and speak of it! and yet of all the 
themes which these heavenly visitors could have 
introduced, there was none that could so deeply stir 
the heart of the Man of Sorrows, none so vast and 
so far-reaching in its results. 

IV. Designed to magnify Christy and to confirm the 
faith of His disciples. 

How honouring was the Father's testimony from 
*'the bright cloud:'* "This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased, hear ye him!" not Moses, 
not Elijah, but Him. It was a time of special mani- 
festation, and in all its details it was designed to 
honour Christ. 

The celestial visitants who were admitted to 
audience in " the bright cloud," the voice of approval 
that came from it, the lustre of the great white throne 
that shone around all, and streamed from the whole 
transfigured form of Christ, were all designed to 
magnify Him, who "though he was rich, yet for your 
sakes he became poor; that ye through his poverty 
might be rich." At His birth. He was magnified 
by the glory of the Lord, which lighted up the 
fields around Bethlehem, by the multitude of the 
heavenly hosts, and by the praises which they sang ; 
lr^t there was even a higher glory poured upon the 
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Mount of Transfiguration, — that Christ might be 
honoured, and that the dark valley of His humiliation 
might be lighted up for a time, by the special manifes- 
tations of that memorable hour. By all these He was 
not only magnified, but the faith of the disciples was 
greatly confirmed. If they were staggered before, as 
to what He said about His approaching death, so as 
to be reduced to a state of doubt and bewilderment 
as to whether He were the Messiah or not, there was 
everything in the transcendent splendour and experi- 
ence of that hour, to remove all these from their minds. 
One of the three, long after this event, referred to it 
as a great confirmation of his faith and of that of his 
brethren. This was the very apostle who, when he 
heard his Master speak of His death on the Cross, 
" took him and began to rebuke him." Many years 
after this he reverted to the fondly-cherished memories 
of that scene. " For we have not followed cunningly- 
devised fables, when we made known unto you the 
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were 
eye-witnesses of his majesty. For he received from 
God the Father honour and glory, when there came 
such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. And 
this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we 
were with him in the holy mount." 

V. The Saviour^ s glorious baptism for His approach- 
ing suffering. 

It was a baptism of light, for the cup of suffering 
was soon to be given to Him from His Father's hand. 
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out of the great darkness. He was now bathed in 
Heaven's own light, in that "bright cloud," before He 
would enter the cloud of wrath which would empty 
itself on His devoted head. He said Himself, of the 
precious ointment that was poured upon Him in 
the home at Bethany, that it was the anointing for 
His burial; His transfiguration was His baptism of 
li^ht, before the hour and the power of darkness, when 
*' his soul was exceeding sorrowful, even unto death." 
He carried that light with Him into the dark valley 
of suffering, and the memories of Mount Hermon were 
precious to His soul, when "his sweat was as it were 
great drops of blood, falling down to the ground." 
When the darkness gathered around the Cross, and 
hung so heavily upon His own soul, the light of that 
hour did not wholly forsake Him, for He saw by it to 
the end of His sufferings, when He would be able to 
say, " It is finished." It was but a little before this, 
He had spoken to His disciples, of going up to Jeru- 
salem to die, and the light and glory of that " bright 
cloud" was His consecration hour to His sufferings 
tliat were at hand ; and so He, and Moses, and Elijah 
talked of '* the decease that should be accomplished 
at Jerusalem." That conversation, that light, that 
voice of approval from the excellent glory, prepared 
Him to go down to the darkest and lowest depths of 
suffering on our behalf. Were the memories of that 
sustaining hour not present to His soul when He 
said, " The cup which my Father hath given me, shall 
I not drink it.-^" "I have a baptism to be baptised 
with ;" and the baptism of light on the Mount consoled 
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Him in the prospect of that period, of which He said, 
"And how am I straitened, till it be accomplished?" 

VI. A glimpse of the glories of heaven. 

This was not a vision, but a reahty; not a mere 
typical representation without life, but the very light 
and life of heaven itself, as seen in the glory in which 
Moses and Elijah appeared, and in the transcendent 
splendour of the King Himself, who put on for a time 
His "beautiful garments." The transfiguration was, 
to some extent, the pattern of what "the home over 
there" really is. An unearthly brightness fell on 
Christ, something like that in which He now appears 
before the throne. Two of His redeemed saints were 
with Him, and they walked with Him in white, for 
they were worthy. They enjoyed familiar intercourse 
with Him, as His blood-bought ones will do through 
all eternity, "For he will lead them to fountains of 
living waters." A portion of heaven's canopy over- 
shadowed them in " the bright cloud." What more 
was needed to make heaven on earth, or to raise earth 
to heaven? That is our heavenly home in miniature. 
Was not this one purpose, that "the bright cloud" on 
the mount was designed to serve? and do we not see 
here, as in a mirror, the reflection of " the exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory" which is yet to be revealed, 
yea, is the scene on the mount not part of that itself? 
Angels have often appeared on earth, for they are all 
ministering spirits— 

"Trailing clouds of glory do they come," 

K 
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if mortal vision could but see them ; but when, in the 
previous annals of our race, did the glorified bodies of 
saints come back from heaven, wearing their celestial 
robes, in company with the ** Bright and Morning 
Star," that sinful men might have a glimpse of the 
bliss and the beauty of that "inheritance, which is 
incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away?" 
We learn what heaven is to be, in the bright cloud 
that came down upon the mount, clothing the Son of 
God in garments of light, that were too dazzling for 
the disciples to behold without fear. From the simple 
statement regarding Moses and Elijah, that they 
appeared in glory, we conclude, that they wore the 
shining vesture of immortality, which is granted to all 
who "have washed their robes, and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb." Nothing less than this 
for every one of His redeemed people will satisfy the 
large, loving heart of Christ, for His prayer is, "Father, 
I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with 
me where I am; that they may behold my glory, 
which thou hast given me." The bright cloud on the 
mount is designed to give us a glimpse of what that 
glory is for Christ Himself, and what it will be for all 
His redeemed ones, when they are gathered around 
Him in the better land. 

" They spake of the decease zvhich He should accomplish 
at Jemsaleinr And this shall be the theme of the 
redeemed through all eternity. It runs through all 
their songs of praise ; they sing " the song of Moses 
and of the Lamb." 

From many intimations in Scripture, and, more 
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especially, from the fact that Moses and Elijah 
appeared on the mount as friends well known to each 
other, who had been long accustomed to meet and 
hold sweet converse in heaven, we cannot doubt that 
departed saints will be drawn closely together by 
kindred sympathy, and that there will be mutual 
recognition^ no matter when or where they have lived 
on earth. This will give an endless charm and 
variety to the heavenly home. 

How long the interview lasted on the mount, in the 
overshadowing cloud, is not stated. Doubtless it was 
brief; but one of heavens hours was more than a 
whole lifetime of ordinary experience; and so Peter, 
with characteristic ardour, exclaimed, " Master, it is 
good for us to be here!" So it was; but the time for 
rest and reward had not yet come: — 

The bird of song that soars on high 
Must leave the region of the sky. 
And droop to earth again. 

The Saviour and His disciples came down from the 
hill ''next day** so that the brief space has to be 
reckoned by hours, if indeed by so much. Short as 
it was, it was more than sufficient to glorify the 
memories of a whole life. 

What a scene of suffering awaited them at the 
bottom of the mountain! Earth and heaven had 
been brought together on the summit, but the shadows 
of hell were now to be thrown on their path. Such is 
the experience, more or less, of every child of God in 
his progress through the present life, where good and 
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evil, light and darkness, are brought into such close 
contact There are times when he can very fitly 
appropriate the words, " Master, it is good for us to 
be here." Yes; but the time is not yet; the rest is 
not for the present Wait a little longer. It will 
come by-and-by, and it will be far better to be on the 
heights of that glory from which there will be no 
descent. The briefest glimpse of heaven here, is often 
followed by the dark shadows of hell; but "there shall 
be no night there," and "the Lord shall be thine 
everlasting light, and the days of thy mourning shall 
be ended." 
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And he led them out as far as t? Bethany; and he lifted up his hands, 
and blessed them. And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was 
farted from them, and carried up into heaven (Luke xxiv. 50, 51). 

And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken 
up; and a cloud received him out of their sight (Acts i. 9). 

Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast led captivity captive: thou hast 
received gifts Jor men; yea,jor the rebellious also, that tlw Ixtrd God might 
divell among them (Psalm Ixviii. 18). 
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The ascension of our blessed Lord and Saviour is 
one of the most important links in the chain of 
evidence by which the divine nature of His mission is 
established, and by which we have the assurance that 
His atoning sacrifice on our behalf was accepted by 
God the Father as well-pleasing in His sight. It is 
somewhat surprising that this crowning event in the 
life of our Lord, of such mighty moment to Himself 
and to all His followers, does not seem to engage 
their attention so much as His death and resurrection. 
As the cloud of ascension rises before us on the page 
of the sacred narrative, let us draw near with holy 
awe and reverence, with gratitude and joy, to see this 
"great sight" Forty days have passed since the 
memorable first day of the week when He rose from 
the dead and stood in the midst of His disciples, and 
said, " Peace be unto you." During that time he has 
met them on nine different occasions, and now the 
day has come when He must meet with them for the 
last time. Was it on a Friday? if so, the same day 
of the week on which he died on the cross saw Him 
rise in the calm, God-like majesty of triumph to the 
glories which lay beyond the cloud that received Him 
out of their sight Let us consider the circumstances 
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connected with the ascension as these are presented 
to us by the evangelist 

I. On this side of the cloud, 

1st. The last walk with His disciples, 

"He led them out as far as to Bethany." Very likely 
He had met with them at an earlier part of the day in 
one of their own houses, or in that favourite place 
of resort, known to them as "the upper room," 
hallowed by so many sacred memories. On this 
occasion. He desired them to accompany Him out of 
the city, and probably He led them by the most 
secluded road over the Mount of Olives to the village 
of Bethany, an easy and delightful walk from Jerusa- 
lem. The last walk with a friend on earth, the last 
interview, the last look, his last words are all burned 
into our memory, and can never be forgotten. These 
are fondly remembered, and the heart broods over 
them with miser care. 

**Time but the impression stronger makes, 
As streams their channels deeper wear." 

How fondly Elisha must have cherished all the 
memories connected with that last walk with Elijah 
from Gilgal to Jericho — every word that passed 
between them, and all the incidents by the way. 
But the last walk of the disciples with their Master 
upon earth — what parting can be compared with this.^ 
Is it not surprising that so little has been said about 
it in the sacred narrative.-^ and yet this very silence 
is a strong proof of the divine authority of Scripture, 
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for how could the apostles have restrained themselves 
when describing this event unless they had been under 
the control of the Divine Spirit? They had much to 
say about it; all the way was full of tender words 
and looks that could never be forgotten, but the 
recollections connected with these were too sacred to 
be uttered but on very special occasions, and chiefly 
amongst themselves. 

2d. Tlie subject of conversation. 

It was now that the Saviour urged upon them not 
to leave Jerusalem, although they might be suspected 
persons, and surrounded by enemies; they were not 
to break up and scatter, but to remain a united band 
of brothers till they received the fulfilment of the 
promise in the advent of the Holy Spirit. For this 
they were to wait and stand by one another as 
brethren, that they might be prepared for the great 
work that was before them, of which they had as yet 
but very imperfect ideas. This is evident from the 
question which they now proposed, which showed 
that their thoughts regarding the mission of Christ 
were still all of the earth, earthy: "Lord, wilt thou 
at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?'* 
They thought only of a mighty temporal kingdom 
which would be set up, with their Master and them- 
selves at its head. Such ignorance as to the spiritual 
nature of this kingdom, after all the instructions He 
had given them, must have deeply affected His heart. 
" He will not break the bruised reed, nor quench the 
smoking flax;" and it is now that they receive a 
striking proof of His meekness and His gentleness. 
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which they could not fail to remember in after years. 
He assures them that the times and the seasons are all 
in the Father's hand, and all controlled by infinite 
wisdom and love to the best issue, and that very 
shortly they would receive a far greater power than 
any that could possibly be obtained from the mightiest 
monarch or the most powerful kingdom upon earth, 
and that they would in due time be raised even here 
to a position of honour and dignity far higher than 
that which, in the dreamings of their imagination, 
they had pictured to themselves. " But ye shall 
receive power after that the Holy Ghost is come upon 
you ; and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jeru- 
salem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth." Their heart burned 
within them as He talked to them by the way, and, 
in this deeply interesting converse on such high 
themes, the time went rapidly past, and seemed far 
too short. 

3d. The place of the ascension. 

This was some retired spot on the Mount of Olives 
in the neighbourhood of Bethany, and must ever have 
a peculiar sacredness to every Christian heart. The 
brow of the hill is gained, the end of the walk is 
reached, and here the Saviour may have paused to 
take a lingering look of those places for ever associated 
with His prayers and tears. His joys and loving 
aspirations for the good of man that never glowed in 
any breast but His own. Yonder is the village, a calm 
retreat, where, in the pious loving home of His dear 
friends, He had often found sympathy, affection, 
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gratitude, and rest. Gethseniane was at no great 
distance, where the bitter cup of agony was given Him 
to drink; the gloomy eminence of Calvary, and the 
Dolorous Way that leads up through the city to it, 
were not far off; yonder is the garden containing 
Joseph's tomb; and there sits the city enthroned 
amongst the mountains; and near Him is the spot 
where He wept such bitter tears as He thought of her 
approaching doom, for she is now filling up to the 
brim the cup of her iniquity. The whole district 
teemed with the most affecting memories to the heart 
of Christ. The traveller who visits the Mount of 
Olives will have numberless points of interest all 
around him, for every height and knoll, every ravine, 
crag, and village, has its sacred story, its records of 
patriarchs, prophets, and kings, or its fragments of 
blessed memories in connection with THAT LIFE 
of wondrous love and beauty. The scenery itself is 
strikingly grand, picturesque, and wild, away down by 
the wilderness of Judea, the valley of the Jordan, the 
mountains of Moab, with the Dead Sea lying at their 
feet, like a sheet of lead, cold and grim. We love, how- 
ever, to linger more upon the points of undying interest 
connected with the mount itself and the closing days 
of our Saviour's life upon earth. It would be difficult 
to name another place, where historical associations of 
the most thrilling character, are so ingrained with the 
very soil, and so much an inseparable part of the land- 
scape in all its features. 

" Aye, there are sacred spots on earth, 
For ever dear to faith and love." 
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The view from the Mount of Olives is one of these. 
The Church of the Ascension, as it is called, is now 
said to mark the spot from which the Saviour ascended 
to heaven. It may be so, but surely it is far better 
to have the great fact enshrined in our hearts, than to 
have it indicated by any other monument than the 
grand old landmark of nature, the sacred mount itself, 
for ever associated with this last sublime event in the 
earthly career of our Lord ! 

4th. The blessing, 

** He lifted up his hands, and blessed them." He 
pauses at a certain spot on the mount, which He has 
selected, probably on account of its commanding view. 
His whole appearance betokens the deepest emotion. 
This in itself is enough to convince His disciples that 
a most eventful issue is at hand. The conversation is 
hushed, they gather closer together, drawn towards 
Him by the attitude which He has now assumed, and 
by the look of unutterable love, which He now gives 
them, a look never to be effaced from their memory. 
The silence is broken by the words of blessing which 
now flow from His lips. His loving hands are raised 
over the astonished and sorrowful group of His disciples, 
for they are as yet filled with undefinable dread and 
awe. What a scene for the painter! but no art, no 
words, can do anything like justice to it It is His 
parting blessing which they now receive. Not one of 
the words He then uttered has been placed on record, 
and for this reason, perhaps, that His words uttered at 
such a supreme moment, might never come from any 
lips but His own. Blessing His disciples was His last 
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appropriate act upon earth ; His farewell was a bene- 
diction. The last sign He gave them was one of 
undying love, " having loved his own that were in the 
world, he loved them unto the end." 

5 th. The parting. 

As the words of blessing flowed from His lips '* He 
was parted from them and carried up into heaven.'* 
His last act on earth was not only one of blessing, 
but of miraculous power. The law of gravitation, 
which binds all objects to the earth, now yielded to 
the will of the Great Creator. He who walked upon 
the sea, who spoke the tempest into a calm, who con- 
trolled all the elements of nature, now rose from the 
solid earth, and from the midst of His awe-struck 
followers, by a power that was all His own. There 
was no abrupt violence, no hurricane, no visible force 
at work, by which He was borne from the midst of 
His friends. None: His ascension was entirely 
different from that of the prophet Elijah. Look at the 
contrast for a moment. The setting sun had bathed 
with its golden radiance earth, and sea, and sky, when 
suddenly there was the rush of the whirlwind, and 
those radiant clouds, which, but a little ago, formed 
the golden mantle of the sun, all glowing with his own 
brightness, appeared as chariots of fire, and sweeping 
down on the wings of the wind, bore aloft the trans- 
figured form of the prophet. There was no death, but 
there was something almost approaching to violence, 
in that scene of awful and impressive grandeur. The 
power by which the prophet was taken to heaven was 
all beyond himself, he could neither command nor 
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control it. Contrast with all this, the calm, gentle, 
and loving manner of our Saviour's departure from 
His disciples, the subdued power, and majesty, with 
which He rose to heaven. No chariots nor horses of 
fire were seen, no violent whirlwind agitated the air, 
no dazzling blaze of glory overwhelmed the spectators. 
There was no sudden rapture to bewilder the senses, 
and therefore the ascension of our Lord was all the 
more impressive and Godlike; there was no impetuous 
haste, there was all the divine composure which He 
had shown when rising from the grave. In the act of 
blessing His disciples. He calmly, gently, and with a 
tender look of unchanging love, withdrew from their 
midst like a radiant cloud that melts away into the 
glory of a bright sunset. He made the passing breeze 
His chariot and the clouds the dust of His feet. Take 
it all in all, I know of nothing in the annals of history 
more sublime and impressive than the ascension of 
our blessed Lord. 

6th. The attitude of the disciples. 

They remained rivetted to the spot, gazing up into 
heaven. "They looked steadfastly toward heaven, 
as he went up." It was a gradual ascent, it had 
nothing of the lightning's flash about it, they could look 
leisurely at the awe-inspiring sight, of their ascending 
Lord, and they continued gazing upwards, with eyes 
strained to the very utmost, after the cloud had 
received Him out of their sight. What a scene for a 
painter! but could the highest efforts of his art do any- 
thing like justice to it.-^ What a statuesque appear- 
ance they presented, for but one all-absorbing thought 
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filled their souls. Did any group of human faces ever 
display more intense and mingled feelings, now im- 
pressed on every feature as with fire? Long would 
they have lingered on that hallowed ground but for 
the shining messengers, who came to assure them that 
their Lord would come again as they had seen him 
go into heaven, and that, meanwhile, they had certain 
duties to perform which could not be delayed. ** Ye 
men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? 
This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into 
heaven, shall so come, in like manner as ye have 
seen him go into heaven." 

A cloud now rolled between the disciples and their 
Lord, shutting Him out of their view, but in the 
assurance which they received from the shining ones, 
their faith could pierce it. He was their risen, glorified 
Redeemer, and they would now wait for the fulfil- 
ment of His promise, keep together, and be ready to 
enter upon His work at the appointed time. They 
had seen His parting look, which spake more to their 
hearts, than words could do, full of meaning and power 
it was, and as they gazed upon His receding form, 
^^ they worshipped Himr It was a moment of holy 
rapture. They offered Him, their hearts, their lives, 
their all. It was their hour of personal consecration 
to their life-work, come what might, they were now 
His for ever. They had seen what they could never 
forget Their faith was now confirmed, and they 
returned to Jerusalem with great joy. "And were 
continually in the temple, praising, and blessing 
God." 
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II. On the otJier side of the cloud. 

Was the glory of the eternal Father not veiled in that 
cloud ? No word of welcome or approval was heard 
by mortal ear, but the ascending Lord heard the 
voice which had cheered Him in all His conflict. That 
was no ordinary cloud wandering in the upper region 
of the air, with no signification, and serving no other 
purpose than the clouds which we see daily above our 
heads. Was it not like the cloud on the 3Iount of 
Transfiguration t — a special token of the Father's 
presence, approval, and love.-^ Christ, the Lord of 
angels and of men, was now returning to the heavenly 
home, in triumph, from His great redemption work, 
and was it not meet that He should be greeted on His 
way, by some visible sign of the presence, and approval, 
of the everlasting Father of an Infinite Majesty? 
This was given to the disciples in the bright cloud on 
the Mount of Transfiguration, and the same was 
now granted to all the hosts of heaven, and to " the 
spirits of just men made perfect," on the other side 
of the cloud. Where now Moses, and Elijah, and 
other kindred spirits? Could the Redeemer return 
from His sufferings on earth, and they not go forth to 
meet Him, and hail with joy their victorious King? 
Where now the hosts of heaven? Could they be 
absent, could they be silent, when their King came 
back from the earth he had redeemed ? No heavenly 
hosts were seen by the disciples, but could it be, that 
our triumphant Lord ascended in solitude^ to the 
mansions of the blessed? No! What was beyond 
that cloud no tongue can teil, no pen describe. 
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At His birth— 

"A single, silent star, 
Came wandering from afar. 
Gliding unchecked and calm along the liquid sky." 

And when the Lord of life and glory ascends to 
His crown after the suflferings of the cross, shall 
there be no special manifestation at His coming, 
on the part of nafure, and nature's God, and all the 
host of heaven? This must not be: the disciples saw 
but the earthward side of the cloud. It was not 
meet they should see more at the time, neither 
was it needful. They could not have borne the 
weight of glory, which was concealed, because too 
great for mortal vision, so that the very cloud which 
betokened the divine presence, was also in mercy 
granted for the sake of those, who, in the weakness of 
sinful flesh, gazed upon it from below. 

The inspired minstrel on the holy hill of Zion, in 
the far past, beheld, in the vision of prophecy, some- 
thing of the glory of his ascending King, when, in the 
rapture of the moment, he exclaimed, " The chariots 
of God are twenty thousand, even thousands of angels: 
the Lord is among them as in Sinai, in the holy place. 
Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast led captivity 
captive : thou hast received gifts for men ; yea. for 
the rebellious also, that the Lord God might dwell 
among them." Will the multitude of the heavenly 
host that heralded His birth be silent now.^ No! 
Earth heard not their praises at the ascension of their 
Lord, but heaven 

" Rolled the rapturous hosanna round." 

L 
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"God is gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound 
of a trumpet. Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing 
praises unto our King, sing praises. For God is King 
of all the earth." As the heavenly hosts, forming the 
triumphal procession beyond that cloud, approach the 
mansions of glory, they demand an entrance for 
their returning King: "Lift up your heads, O ye 
gates; even lift them up, ye everlasting doors; and 
the King of glory shall come in." And He entered 
into His glory, but what that was, who can tell? 
The language of the evangelist on this point, is 
striking from its very simplicity. " So then after the 
Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into 
heaven, and sat on the right hand of God.'* And 
very simple and suggestive are the words of our 
Saviour Himself " Ought not Christ to have suffered 
these things, and to enter into His glory .^" On ih} 
other side of the cloud, we contemplate the glorified 
Redeemer, whom "the Father hath set at His own 
right hand in the heavenly places, far above all 
principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and 
every name that is named, not only in this world, but 
also in that which is to come." Of His personal glory, 
as expressed in these words, we can at present form 
no conception. 

That cloud was the entrance into the holiest of all 
within the veil in the temple above, not made with 
hands, "whither the forerunner has for us entered, 
even Jesus." When the high-priest of the Jewish 
nation entered once a year into the sacred inclosure 
which bore this awful name, he did so with the blood 
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of atonement to sprinkle the mercy-seat, and the 
assembled people outside anxiously waited for his 
return from the overshadowing presence of God. Christ, 
when ascending, passed through the veil between us 
and the heavenly world, not with the blood of slain 
victims, but with His own blood, with the tokens of 
His own sufferings, having obtained eternal redemption 
for us. In the visions of Patmos He is represented as 
a Lamb that had been slain, and in the songs of the 
redeemed He is greeted with the rapturous words, 
"Worthy is the Lamb that was slain." He pleads 
His shed blood before the throne. He appears in the 
presence of God for us. This is His plea for mercy 
to the guilty, and on this ground we build our hopes 
of acceptance with God. " Wherefore he is able also 
to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by 
him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for 
them." 

In the ascension of our blessed Lord, God the 
Father hath set the seal of His approval to the 
finished work of our Great High-priest He halh set 
Him on high, and the risen Saviour has received as 
the reward of all His sufferings " gifts for men, even 
the rebellious." It was but a few days after He had 
passed within the veil when the promise regarding 
the advent of the Holy Spirit was fulfilled. This 
was one of the great gifts which the risen Christ 
had received for men, and its bestowal on the day 
of Pentecost was the crowning proof that He had 
been raised to glory and honour v.ithln tlie veil. 
Before He ascended, He told His disciples to wait 
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for this gift which was to endue them with power 
from on high. In the spirit of much prayer and ear- 
nest expectancy they did wait. In this precious gift 
and all the blessings that accompanied its bestowal, 
they had the highest and most convincing proof that 
could be given them, on this side of the cloud, that 
beyond it the Saviour was in glory, and wielding all 
power in heaven and in earth. There He shall reign 
till His enemies shall be put under His feet. But He 
shall come again without sin unto salvation. The 
high-priest returned to the people after Le made 
atonement for sin, he passed out from the holiest of 
all, within the veil, into the presence of the assembled 
congregation, and so Christ will come again from the 
throne and pass through these visible heavens, and 
appear to the joy of all His redeemed ones. The 
Bridegroom is coming, let the Bride be ready to receive 
Him, " looking for that blessed hope and the glorious 
appearing of the great God, and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ." This same Jesus, which is taken up from 
you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye 
have seen him go into heaven." "What manner of 
persons ouc^ht ye to be in all holy conversation and 
godliness; looking for and hasting unto the coming 
oftheday of God?" 
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Wherefore^ seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of 
witnesses^ let us lay aside every weighty and the sin which doth so easily 
beset uSf and let tts run with patience the race that is set he/ore us, lookittg 
unto yesus, the author and finisher of our faith; who, for the joy that was 
set before him, endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at 
the right hand of the throne of God (Hebrews xil I, 2). 
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Several distinguished painters have endeavoured to 
give us some conceptions of the glories of the redeemed 
by a bright cloud, full of happy faces, radiant with 
the sunshine of the better land. Has the artist taken 
this idea of the cloud from the apostle? The theme is 
beyond the reach of the highest art, or even of inspira- 
tion itself in this world. Any attempt even of the sacred 
writer, not to speak of the painter, the poet, or the 
preacher, to unveil the glories of heaven, must ever be 
a feeble and distant approach to the blessed reality 
itself, ** which eye hath not seen, ear hath not heard, 
neither hath it entered into the heart of man to 
conceive." But whilst admitting this, there is much in 
the contemplation of this grand theme which may 
help us amid the sins, the sorrows of the present It 
is but a glimpse, at the best, that we can obtain of 
coming glory, but it brightens our pathway home in 
the darkness, through which we must often pass. 
** What we know not now, we shall know hereafter;" 
meantime, "many are the voices that are calling us 
away," and many are the bright faces that are looking 
out of the cloud. It is not a dream of the painter or 
the poet, not a fancy of the preacher, but a precious 
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truth. Cloud scenery in the various forms which it 
assumes has a fascination for certain minds, but the 
cloud of the apostle appeals at once to the memory, 
to the imagination, and to the heart, and stirs all the 
better feelings of our nature by the revelation of a 
home which draws our spirits upwards, peoples the 
very air around us with loved ones, and gives us their 
shining faces back again, in a beauty which they never 
could have had on earth. Does not this "cloud of 
witnesses" rebuke a cold and narrow materialism? 
which would shut us out from communion with the 
spirits of just men made perfect, and which would not 
even confess to the truth, contained in the words of 
the poet, 

'* There are more things in heaven and earth, 
Than are dreamt of in your philosophy." 

Poor philosophy that, which is bounded only by the 
material, which ministers only to the senses, which 
refuses all guidance but that of science, and which has 
no room in its creed for faith in the unseen. 

" Alas, for love I if thou wert all, 
And nought beyond, O earth,** 

But the bright world above is no dream to the 
Christian, his faith is "the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen," and so 
the cloud of witnesses is so near him that he is said 
to be encompassed by it What is that cloud 
to us? 
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I. What do we see in it? 

1st. A vast number of redeemed spirits. 

"So great a cloud." W/w are they? The expres- 
sion at once suggests the vision of the apostle in 
Patmos. "After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multi- 
tude, which no man could number, of all nations, and 
kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the 
throne, and "before the Lamb, clothed with white 
robes, and palms in their hands." How many bright 
and happy faces are in the cloud .'^ Look at them, 
and tell who they are. The names of loved ones are 
all on our lips at this moment. Is not every relation- 
ship on earth represented there .^ Are we not drawn 
upward by many ties as we gaze on the cloud } Can 
the rain-drops be numbered that fall from heaven in 
showers of blessing on the parched land.^ and can we 
count the golden links that bind earth to heaven in so 
"great a cloud.?" "From the womb of the morning, 
thou hast the dew of thy youth." "A child shall lead 
them." Many are the tender ties that unite hearts 
here to the home above. "Suffer little children to 
comie unto me," and every one that is taken is another 
link in the chain that is bringing earth nearer heaven. 
These are the faces of loved ones, not lost, but gone 
before. Which of us has not some one in that great 
multitude.? 

" Whence came they? " The question is not ours, but 
the beloved disciple heard it proposed by a redeemed 
spirit long ago, and we may still linger with adoring 
wonder on the same inquiry, to which the ransomed 
one in glory furnished the reply, " These are they that 
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came out of great tribulation." They belonged to the 
suffering brotherhood of earth, once toiling and strug- 
gling, sorrowing and rejoicing men and women like 
ourselves. 

" Men once like us with suffering tried, 
But now with glory crowned." 

Clouds are all of earthly origin ; they are bom either 
on the land or on the sea ; they all rise from earth and 
float upwards. The origin and the destiny of a cloud 
has been beautifully expressed in an old Scotch ballad, 
in which a mother tries to comfort a sorrowing child: 

** When the well runs dry then the rain is nigh. 
The heavens o' earth maun borrow, 
An' the streams that stray thro' the wastes the day, 
May sail aboon the morrow." 

The spirits of the redeemed in glory were all of the 
earth, earthy, but they were made partakers of a 
divine nature, a new life, the final home of which was 
not to be on earth, but in heaven. Like the clouds 
that have been borne upwards from land or sea, every 
redeemed spirit has sprung from earth and its pollu- 
tions, and many ransomed ones have been called home 
from the sea, and have passed through deep waters 
into the presence of their God. 

Where are they? The cloud disappears and leaves 
no trace behind, so that we cannot tell whither it goes. 
It is not so with the " cloud of witnesses." One from 
the midst of the white-robed throng shall answer the 
question. They are now "before the throne and 
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before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms 
in their hands." They are in the home of the bright, 
the beautiful, the blessed, and the immortal. '* There 
are the good and blest, those I loved most and best' 

" He that hath found some fledged bird's nest may know 
At first sight if the bird be flown; 
But what fair dell or grove he sings in now, 
That is to him unknown." 

But it is not so with God's ransomed ones, who have 
left us, and whose absence makes the world feel more 
lonely. Earthly homes once warm, and bright, and 
cosy, have been broken up and left desolate, the dear 
ones thrt made them happy have gone, but the 
shadows of the night brought them "home, over there,'* 
where their sun shall no more go down. Wc are not 
left to sorrow, as those who have no hope, " for they 
who sleep in Jesus, will God yet bring with him." 
The motto of their lives was, "To me, to live is Christ." 
Are they not with Him now.? What could death be 
to them but great gain? 

" They are all gone to the world of light! 
And I alone sit lingering here ! 
Their very memory is fair and bright; 
And my sad thoughts doth clear." 

We will not grudge them their rest and their reward, 
but thank God, who hath given them the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

II. What do we hear from the ^' cloud of witnesses?'' 
The chapter immediately before this is like a por- 
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trait gallery of the ancient Hebrew worthiea Their 
faces are looking down upon us, but not like so many 
dead pictures in a gilded frame. They are living wit- 
nesses who have finished their course, who have kept 
the faith, who have gone home, and received the 
crown, and they are now bending with intense interest 
over those who are still engaged in the struggle. They 
are not unconscious. How could this be, when the 
apostle affirms that to depart, and be with Christ, is 
far better.^ Not better surely, if it was only to an 
unconscious state of being.? They are with Christ, 
witnesses and partakers of His glory, and in a way 
which is, as yet, to us unknown, they may see how we 
run, how we endure in the conflict They are surely 
not cut off from all sympathy with earth, or from all 
knowledge of what is passing here. 

** Behold what witnesses unseen 
Encompass us around." 

" Heaven lies about us," and is nearer to us than we 
are apt to suppose, peopled by the good and the blessed, 
who, though they have passed from the region of sight 
and sense, yet may be deeply interested spectators of 
our struggles, our aspirations after the glorious inheri- 
tance home, which they have reached. After making 
all due allowance, for the figurative language employed 
by the apostle, may it not be literally true, that there 
is but a thin veil after all between the saints on earth, 
now struggling with its sins and sorrows, and the 
redeemed in glory, and whilst we cannot see through 
that veil, they may be permitted to do this, so as not 
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to mar, in the slightest degree, their happiness in 
heaven. 

A famous household book in Scotland at one time 
was, The Cloud of Witnesses^ a record of the heroic 
achievements of Christian martyrs, who counted not 
their lives dear unto them, in defence of the truth, as 
it is in Jesus, and who, when the time came, scaled 
their testimony with their own blood, in the spirit of 
the grand old worthies, whose names have been 
immortalized on the scroll of sacred history. These 
were the heroes of faith, and they bore witness by their 
deeds, to its mighty power. As an example to all 
coming ages, though dead they yet speak. This is 
the sense, in which the word "witnesses" may be 
applied most fully, to departed believers in glory; a 
sense regarding which there can be no doubt or dispute. 
If some cannot entertain the idea that departed saints 
are actually spectators of what is passing on earth 
(and I do not press this further), they will admit with- 
out hesitation, that those departed spirits, though 
absent from us in the body, are still present with us, 
in the testimony which they left behind them, and 
which they still bear, by their very presence in glory, 
to the power of faith in achieving the noblest triumphs, 
to the sustaining grace of God, to the efficacy of the 
Saviour's death. 

1st They are witnesses to the noblest triumphs oj 
faith. 

"This is the victory that overcometh the world, 
even our faith." The moment this divine principle 
was implanted in their souls, on earth, they began to 
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do valiant things for God in the conflict in which they 
were called to engage. In their weakness, faith was 
the hand that enabled them to lay hold of the strength 
that is in God; ''Faint, yet pursuing," weak, yet willing, 
they pressed forward, and besetting sins, evil habits 
and passions fell before them as they advanced, till 
they tasted something of the joy expressed in the 
words of the poet : — 

** Where'er an evil passion is subdued 
Or virtue's feeble embers fanned; where'er 
A sin is heartily abjured, and left; 
There is a high and holy place, a spot 
Of sacred light, a most religious fane. 
Where happiness descending sits and smiles,** 

They went forward in the power of that faith, " which 
worketh by love, which purifieth the heart, and over- 
cometh the world.'* Now their record is on high, the 
battle sword of the Christian warrior, bent and dinted 
in the fight, has been exchanged for the victor's palm, 
the polluted garments of sin for the white robes. 
Theirs is a victory over sin, and death, and hell, and 
all the powers of evil. Their very presence in heaven 
is ample testimony to the completness of their triumph. 
Here they had the race, yonder they have the rest 
and the reward. Here they had to fight their weary 
way through many trials, but the garments of earthly 
sorrow have all "fallen from them, as did the mantle 
of the prophet, when he ascended to glory, and they 
have now come out of great tribulation. Do they 
not beckon us onward in the fight, and entreat us to 
hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering, 
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firm untb the end, " lest we be weary and faint in our 
minds?" 

2d. They are witnesses to the sustaining power of 
divine tritih during all their conflict on earth. 

Faint and weary, and ready to give up the struggle 
they were oftentimes, but they were sustained and 
brought through by a power out of then: selves ; weak, 
but made strong; weary, but refreshed; dying, yet 
not dead ; cast down, yet not destroyed, for their life 
was hid with Christ in God. This was the fountain 
of all their supplies of light, and life, and strength m 
the battle which they fought, in the race which they 
ran, in the struggle which they endured. They did 
not fight, they did not run, they did not struggle in 
their own strength; but they were borne up by the 
grace of that Saviour who, in the awful hour of His 
own agony, ** offered up prayers with strong cryings 
and tears." He saw them fainting in the way, and 
He strengthened the feeble knees; He saw them 
drooping in the fight, with Httle heart to contend 
longer or strike another blow, and He pressed the 
refreshing draught of solace to their parched lips. He 
saw them weary in the struggle, and He stooped 
down and placed the everlasting arms of His love 
around them and said, " Be of good cheer, it is I, be 
not afraid; " and they revived and went on their way. 
Dim and perilous it was at times, but they were led 
on to victory. Now they bear witness in heaven to 
the sustaining power of that almighty arm, which 
shielded and strengthened them in the hour of con- 
flict, and in the valley of the shadow of death. 
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3d. They are witnesses to tlte saving power of the 
death of Christ, 

What was their faith apart from this.? what was all 
the grace by which they were sustained through life, 
apart from the cross? What had faith to lay hold upon, 
that could be of any avail to the soul in the depths 
of its misery, but the cross of Christ.? Where could 
the needed supplies of grace have come from, but 
from the fountain wliich has been opened at the cross, 
for sin and uncleanness? "They overcame by the 
blood of the Lamb," because they had faith in its 
power to sanctify, and to save. Their songs are all 
pitched on the same grand key-note, salvation by the 
blood of the Lamb: "Unto Him that loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in His own blood." " Worthy 
is the Lamb that was slain." "Salvation unto our 
God, that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb." 
Many speak on earth with bated breath of this great 
theme, as if they were afraid to commit themselves 
to it. What can give life and peace to the soul on 
earth, and what can inspire the praises of eternity, 
with a rapture that is ever new, with a fervour that is 
ever fresh, and with a love that will never grow faint, 
and weary, but that which is the key-note of all the 
harmonies of the spheres, and of all the songs of the 
redeemed — the cross of Christ, salvation through His 
precious blood ? 

What is the practical bearing of the testimony, that 
comes from "so great a cloud of witnesses," upon our 
hearts and lives.? Their way home should be ours. 
Let us follow in their footsteps, let us hold up the 
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banner of precious truth as they did, let us so pursue 
the Christian life, as if we heard their voices, like the 
round of many waters, saying to us, "Onward! 
onward! all for Christ, and Christ, His crown, and 
His glory for all! *' Wherefore, seeing we also are 
compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let 
us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so 
easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race 
that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author 
and finisher of our faith." 

What a comfort is presented in this theme to all 
who have good reason to cherish the assurance that 
their dear departed friends are now in that cloud of 
witnesses with a vast multitude of kindred spirits that 
no man can number, and with the glorified Saviour 
Himself, for they now see "the King in his beauty," 
and hold sweet converse with Him as Moses and 
Elijah did on the mount. With such a bright world 
in view, who does not feel the value and dignity of 
the present life.^ and when the hour of departure 
^omes, is it not to be with Christ in the City, which, 
Bunyan tells us, shone like the sun } He had a glimpse 
of the glory within, of the shining ones that walked 
the streets thereof, with crowns upon their heads, 
palms in their hands, and golden harps to sing praises 
withal — "which when I had seen I wished myself 
among them." 
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Bjhold^ he conuth with clouds; and every eye shall set him^ and they 
also which pierced him : and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because 
of him (Rev. i 7). 



THE CLOUD OF JUDGMENT. 



There is no unfulfilled prediction relating to our 
race of such vast importance as the second coming of 
Christ. What problems shall be solved, what destinies 
fixed, what bright hopes realized! and, on the other 
hand, what depths of despair shall be reached when 
the crack of doom shall be heard, and the closing act 
in the great drama of the world shall begin! My 
soul, look forward to this coming event with profound 
interest. Watch and be ready, " for we know not the 
day, nor the hour, when the Son of man cometh." It 
is only the manner of His coming that is set before us 
in words of awful grandeur, the time has not been 
revealed : " Behold, he cometh with clouds ; and every 
eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him : 
and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of 
him." 

I. The second coming of Christ announced as an 
azvfnl certainty. 

This event is fixed to take place in "the determinate 
counsel" of God; it is part of His revealed plan of 
dealing with the human race. His purposes shall not 
be complete till this grand event shall crown the world's 
history, close the book of destiny, seal up the vision and 
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prophecy, and place at the end of the scroll the last 
words of the record, " It IS DONE." Nothing is more 
certain to take place than this, and here it is most 
solemnly announced, "Behold, he cometh." It is abso- 
lutely needful that Christ should come a second time 
for the completion of His great redemption work, for 
He shall come, as we learn from Scripture, "a second 
time without sin," that is, without a sin-oflfering, "unto 
salvation." He cannot be in glory and leave the 
precious dust of His people in the grasp of death. 
He is pledged to come, to deliver them from the power 
of the grave, to acknowledge them as His ransomed 
ones, for whom He shed His precious blood, to take 
them home to glory, and to present them to the 
Father of an infinite majesty, as His own redeemed 
children. The completion of Christ's redemption 
work demands a second coming. All things are at 
present in suspense, incomplete, "for the earnest 
expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifesta- 
tion of the sons of God." His second advent is 
necessary for the vindication of the ways of God to 
man, for the clearing up of what is at present dark 
and to all appearance out of harmony with the 
government of a God of love; for the punishment of 
wrong, for the removal of those heavy burdens that 
have lain so long on the crushed heart of the world; 
for the final separation of the good from the bad, and 
for righteous retribution to both. "Shall not the 
Judge of all the earth do right .^" He shall; and nothing 
can be more certain than that Christ shall come, for 
He must make all things new, and there shall be "the 
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new heavens and tlie new earth, wherein dwelletli 
righteousness." He shall come to put down all wrong, 
and the reign of evil shall cease. ** O that the salva- 
tion of Israel were come out of Zion!" Come 
quickly, " even so, come, Lord Jesus." 

11. TAe second covihig of Christ shall be with stir- 
passing majesty and grandeur, 

"Behold he cometh with clouds." The sublime 
manifestation of the divine presence on Sinai, may 
give us some idea of the awful splendours that will 
accompany the second advent of the Lord of life and 
glory. "And Mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, 
because the Lord descended upon it in fire; and the 
smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a furnace^ 
and the whole mount quaked greatly." "And there 
were thunders and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon 
the mount, and the voice of the trumpet exceeding 
loud." In that cloud which came down upon the 
mount " they saw the God of Israel : and there was 
under his feet as it were a paved work of a sapphire 
stone, and as it were tlJ^body of heaven in his clear- 
ness." — "And the glory of the Lord abode upon 
Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days." — 
"And the sight of the glory of the Lord was like 
devouring fire on the top of the mount in the eyes of 
the children of Israel." There is every reason to 
believe that, at the consummation of all things, the 
glory in which the Saviour will appear as the Sovereign 
Judge of all, will be far greater than that. It is better 
that you should gather your impressions of this 
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*' glorious appearing," from Scripture itself, where we 
find such passages as the following: "The Son of Man, 
shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with 
him, and he shall sit upon the throne of his glory." 
— " And they shall see the Son of Man, coming in the 
clouds, with power and great glory:" — "sitting on the 
right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of 
heaven." — " For the Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, 
and the trump of God." — " When he shall be revealed 
from heaven, with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, 
and in the glory of his power, when he shall come to 
be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all 
them that believe." — " Behold the Lord cometh with 
ten thousands of his saints." 

When Christ shall come again, He shall be accom- 
panied with vast multitudes of angels and redeemed 
spirits. He shall come with clouds of these, for this 
is the figure employed by the sacred writer, to denote 
a vast number. He shall descend in the midst of a 
great host, and He shall be met on His way, by a 
countless multitude, who shalLbe caught up "in clouds," 
to meet their King in the air. What a gathering that 
shall be in the upper regions, as to number, like the 
clouds ! What a grand conception is presented to us 
of this scene, in the words of the prophet Daniel: 
"I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the 
Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was white as 
snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his 
throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as 
burning fire. A fiery stream issued and came forth 
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from before him : thousand thousands ministered unto 
him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before 
him: the judgment was set, and the books were 
opened." 

The glory of heaven shall irradiate the resplendent 
clouds, in which the Saviour shall descend, for these 
shall form the chariot in which He shall come. His 
presence as the glorified Christ, the King and the 
Judge, shall impart an inconceivable effulgence to the 
clouds, which shall wrap Him round. Never has the 
most gorgeous sunset shed such a radiance, such a 
flood of crimson and gold, over the western sky. The 
whole scene will be so indescribably grand, that the 
boldest imagination at the very thought of it is 
oppressed, while the weakest faith may well exclaim, 
as it descries the descent of the King: — 

"Can this be He, who, wont to stray 
A pilgrim on the world's highway, — 
By power oppressed, and mocked by pride, 
The Nazarene, the Crucified?" 

Yes, this is He — the same Jesus coming, as the Judge 
of all, to complete His great redemption work. At 
present, we can form no conception of the glory, the 
awful grandeur and majesty, the overwhelming sub- 
limity of that spectacle, which will burst in a moment, 
when perhaps least expected, on our awe-struck earth. 
The sight itself, and the results that will follow, must 
ever remain without a parallel in the annals of our race. 

ni. TAe second coining of Christ will be seen by all. 
"Every eye shall see him.'' The dazzling splen- 



l86 THE CLOUD OF JUDGMENT. 

dours of that "glorious appearing" will be such, that 

He cannot be hidden from any eye, no, not even from 

those who would gladly hide from Him if they could. 

Those who would not see His glory on earth, who 

shut their eyes and their hearts against Him, and who 

were willingly blind, can be so no longer. Blindness 

will then be unknown, for however unwilling any may 

be to see Christ then, tliey must see Him, No eye can 

remain shut, in the blaze of such an awful splendour, 

that will resemble the "great cloud" which the 

prophet saw in vision, " and a fire infolding itself, and 

a brightness was about it, and out of the midst thereof 

as the colour of amber, out of the midst of the fire." 

The eye of Cain, and the eye of Abel, the first 

redeemed spirit that went home from earth, shall see 

Him. Take these two brothers as representative cases 

of countless thousands, on from their days till the 

second coming of Christ, and how many of both classes 

shall see Him at that day! The soldiers, who clothed 

Him with purple, who platted a crown of thorns and put 

it on His head, who smote Him with their hands, and 

exclaimed in ribald jest, "Hail, King of the Jews!" 

who scourged Him by the command of Pilate, who led 

Him away to be crucified, who drove the nails into 

His hands and feet, and joined with the multitude 

around the cross in pitiless execration and scorn, shall 

see Him. Above all the soldier, who thrust his spear 

into His side, and who seems to be singled out in the 

words of prophetic vision, " They shall look on him, 

whom they pierced, and mourn," shall see Him. The 

eye that had no pity, but gloated over His sufferings, 
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and glared upon Him with hatred, shall see Him. 
Those that pierced, not only His body but His soul, 
with many sorrows, and embittered His dying moments 
with reproaches, shall see Him. 

But this "piercing" of Christ is not, by any means, 
confined to the multitude around the cross. It 
applies to all who have followed in the same track 
of mockery and scorn, from that time to the present, 
and to all who shall manifest the same spirit, from 
this moment, on till the second advent. The eye 
of lust, and envy, and malice, the eye "which coveted 
an evil covetousness to his house," the eye of pride and 
selfishness, the eye, which sparkled only to lure the 
innocent to death, and smiled but to deceive, which 
was cold and cruel as the heart, whose baseness it 
reflected, shall see Him. 

But other eyes shall look upon Him, and with very 
different feelings. Those who were drawn to Him, 
because of His preciousness, and His moral beauty, 
from Abel down to the last soul that shall be awak- 
ened to a new and blessed life, shall see Him; and with 
what rapturous joy and gladness they shall hail him 
as their king. The righteous and the wicked, the pure 
and the impure, the godly and the ungodly shall see 
Him, and shall be so affected by the sight, that they 
will not be able to look upon anything else. Christ 
will then be to all mankind, the great central figure in 
the universe, exalted on his throne "high and lifted up." 
However men regarded, or disregarded Him before, 
they will see Him then, either as their loving Saviour, 
mighty to save, or as their awful Judge to condemn. 
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IV. The second coming of Christy regarded ivith very 
different feelings, and followed by veiy different results. 

How can it be otherwise? Christ has all along 
been set " for the fall and rising again of many in 
Israel." He has all along been the touchstone by 
which human character and life must be tested, and 
by which the destiny of men must be fixed. As they 
think of Him now, and act towards Him, so will they 
see Him at last, either with joy or with grief, and the 
individual results that follow His coming will be in 
keeping with the views they have cherished, and the 
manner of their lives. How shall they who pierced 
Him on the accursed tree look on the Judge of all 
mankind, when He shall ascend His throne of clouds.? 
We know the fate of the apostle who betrayed Him, 
and we can form some conception of his bitter remorse, 
and of the awful horror that fell upon his soul, and 
made life unbearable. They who have pierced Him 
on earth, by lust or covetousness, by selfishness or 
pride, when they see Him coming in the clouds of 
heaven, would gladly rush upon a similar fate if they 
could. " All kindreds of the earth shall wail because 
of Him," for amongst all nations, ranks, and conditions 
of men, there have been those who have despised Him, 
refused His light. His love. His salvation, and in this 
sense they have pierced Him, and if they died as they 
lived, impenitent and despisers, there will be nothing 
left for them but to wail and lament, for tlie day of 
grace has passed away for ever, and the "great day of 
His wrath is come, and who shall be able to stand.?" 

Christ's own people have often pierced Him by 
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their sins, but they repented of this, and found mercy 
and safety under the shed blood of the Lamb; and 
whilst at His second coming they too may wail as 
they think of the past, when they now see Him in His 
glory, it shall not be that of despair, like the wail of 
those who have lived and died despisers of His grace. 
Some of them had a name to live, but they were dead to 
all real love to Christ, and in respect to all vital union 
with Him. How will they look upon Him, how will 
they think of Him at last.^ How can they bear their 
doom? when the words of the prophet shall have 
an awful significance, and a terrible reality which 
they never had before, "Behold ye despisers, and 
wonder, and perish." In that day the secrets of all 
hearts and all men's lives shall be revealed, and brought 
to light under the piercing eye of the Judge. All 
hypocrisy shall be unmasked, all vileness and meanness 
exposed, all impurity laid bare in the light of God. Who 
shall be able to look unmoved in the presence of that 
Judge, before whose glory, subdued though it was in 
the island of Patmos, the beloved disciple fell at His 
feet as one dead.^ The gentle hand of the glorified 
Christ was laid upon Him, and he heard the words, 
" Fear not," and revived. So shall it be at the second 
coming of the Lord. All those who have been brought 
under the covering of His blood, who have received 
from His hands the spotless robe of His righteousness, 
will see Him, not so much as their Judge, but as their 
elder brother, their kinsman Redeemer, who has come 
to acknowledge them in the presence of an assembled 
universe as His blood-bought ones, to acquit them, to 
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take them home; and one approving smile from Him 
will be enough. "Come ye blessed of my Father," 
sliall dispel all fear, and the glad response from a great 
multitude, which no man can number, will be — ** Lo, 
this is our God; we have waited for him, and he will 
save us: this is the Lord; we have waited for him, we 
will be glad and rejoice in his salvation." " He shall 
bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of his 

inheritance." 

But the whole truth must be told, and those who 
would not have light here, will have it in the form of 
lightning then. They would not have Christ here, 
and what can they have but the curse then, and who 
knows what is in that doom.^ There is an awful 
intensity, and yet a mysterious indefiniteness in the 
Saviour's own words, which make that curse all the 
more dreadful, — " The worm that dieth not, and the fire 
that is not quenched." What a doom that must be at- 
last, when in the immediate prospect of it, those who 
rejected Christ here, and who must then meet His 
wrath, are represented as sJlying to the rocks, " Fall on 
us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth upon 
the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb." 

How shall it be with us on that day? How shall 
we meet the Judge .** That depends entirely on the 
views which we now cherish with regard to Christ, 
and the influence which He and His truth have upon 
our hearts and lives. Christ is coming to judgment, 
and we must all appear before His great white throne 
to give an account of the deeds done in the body, 
whether good or bad. "Behold, he cometh with 
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clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also 
which pierced him : and all kindreds of the earth shall 
wail because of him." Can we now add in the closing 
words of this verse, which we have not yet quoted, 
and in glad anticipation of the coming of Christ, 
"Even so. Amen?" Do these words express our 
feelings at this moment? or can we utter the prayer 
with which this book closes — "Amen, even so, come. 
Lord Jesus?" Only those who have received Christ, 
who have committed their eternal interests into His 
hands, who are living with Him and for Him, can 
look forward with any degree of confidence and joy 
to the coming of their Lord, or utter this prayer with 
any solid ground of hope. Mighty interests are sus- 
pended on this event. His people are waiting and 
longing for it; they have everything to gain, nothing 
to lose, and nothing to fear. The cause of truth and 
righteousness shall triumph, and Christ alone shall 
be exalted in that day, 

"Come then, and, added to thy many crowns, 
Receive yet one, the crown of all the earth. 
Thou who alone art worthy ! It was thine 
By ancient covenant, ere nature's birth ; 
And thou hast made it thine by purchase since, 
And overpaid its value with thy blood." 

However near or far off the second coming of Christ 
to judgment may be, one thing certain is that death 
it at hand. " Behold the Judge standeth before the 
door." How soon may the vail be withdrawn, or the 
thin partition broken down, or the " muddy vesture of 
decay" removed, which hides the world of spirits from 
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mortal sight! We may at any moment be summoned 
from time into eternity. What then ? Death shall fix 
our destiny for ever. We require not to wait for this 
till the judgment-day. The next step, the next hour, 
and we may hear these words pronounced from the 
throne of eternal justice, and the issues involved in 
them irreversibly fixed : "He that is unjust, let him 
be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy 
still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous 
still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still." As 
death will find us, so will the judgment-day. The 
latter may be far ofT, the former is near — at our very 
doors. If death will find us righteous and holy, that 
will be our character for ever; on the other hand, to 
be out of Christ at death, is to be out of Him and 
away from Him, world without end. These are solemn 
thoughts. We will soon have done with this world, 
its business, pleasures, and sorrows. What next.^ 
Results must follow us into eternity. As we sow here, 
so shall we reap in the unseen world. What are we 
sowing now.^ To the flesh .^ Then we must reap 
corruption. To the spirit.? Then the harvest will be 
life everlasting. 

Whence came I? Memory cannot say; 

What am I? Knowledge will not show; 
Bound whither? Ah ! away — away, 

Far as eternity can go. 
Thy love to win, Thy wrath to flee, 
Oh God, Thyself, my teacher be I 
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DIOGENES AMONG THE D.D.'S. Contents :— Extra- 
ordinary Intelligence : Report of Infernal Parliamont — Trial of Dr. 
M'Leod for tjhe Murder of Mr. Moses Law — Broad Church Millennium— 
and other Burlesques. In crown 8yo., illustrated paper covers, Is., post 
free for 14 Stampe ; in handsome cloth binding, gilt edf|;es, 2*., poet fim 
for 27 Stamps 

Now Ready. 

A STORY FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY. 

By NEIL FOREST. 

" WTien the cat*s away the mice will play.** 

** * Mice at Play'; or, Some other Babies, verf like Tlclen's, only moitt M^ 
if said to be a better story, of the 8ain« kind as 'Helen's Babies,' " so sttf 
we. In crown 8to., 160 pages, superfine paper, handsomely bound, clov 

boards extra gilt edges, 28., post free for 2^ stamps ; in Enamelled papff, 

12/u«£rated Covers, Is., post Ine lox H«Um^. 



NEW TWO SHILLINGS AND SIXPENCE GIFT BOOKS. 

Crown 8vt)., Price 2m. 6d., Post Fi*e« for 35 Stamps. 

1. Broomlea; or the Manse Fireside, Bj Sydney Martin. 

2. Master and Pupil; or School Life. By E. D. K. 

3. Will Phillips; or Ups and Downs in Christian Boy-Life. 

4. Andy Lnttrell. By Clara Vance. 

5. Little Tiz, and other Stories. By the Rev. David Macrae. 

6. life's Struggles. By the Ker. J. J. Hillocks. Edited, with Remsdoi 

by the Rer. George Gilfillan, Dundee. 



NEW TWO SHILLINGS GIFT BOOKS. 

Crown 8to, Cloth, Elegant, Gilt Edges, Price 2a. each. Post Fre« for 27 

Stunps. 

1. Amy Boyson's Resolre, and other Tales. Beinf* a Prize Volnme. 

2. My Parish and what Happened in it. By M. A« Paul, Anchor of 

"Tim's Troubles." 

3. The Diver's Daughter. A Thrilling Tale of the Devonshire Coast ; by 
M. A. Paul. 

4. George Ainslie. By M. A. Paul, Author of the "Diver's Daughter." 

5. Kenneth Leo. By James Galbraith, Author of "City Poems and 

Songs," &c. 

6. Following the Master. By E. L. Beckwith . 

7. Crosses of Ohloe. By M. A. Paul, Author of "My Parish,*' && 

8. Silent Tom. An American Thousand Dollar Prize Tale. 

9. At the Lion's Mouth. By W. D. Chellis, Author of several FMh 

class Tales. 
IQL Clarence Vane, or How the Doctor Saved. By W. D. Chellis, Anthor 

of "At the Lion's Mouth." 
IL Out of the Fire. By W. D. Chellis, Author of "Clarence Vane, or 

How the Doctor Saved." 

12. Eflfie Raymond's Life Work. By Jeanie Bell, Author of "MyMothtr'i 

Prayer," &c. 

13. Life of the Rev. Thomas Guthrie, D.D., with Portrait. 

14. Lectures on Preaching. By Henry Ward Beecher. 

15. Book of Blunders, anda Chapter of Queer Epitaphs. By David Maorae. 

16. Amongst the Darkies. Contents — Amongst tho Darkies — Thomap 

Carlyle — Christopher North — Charles Dickens. By David Macra6. 

17. Faggots for the Christmas Fire. Contents — Round the Rre— 

Encounter on the Highway — Brown's Story — The Haunted Cattle^ 
A Run for Life — Ciotach, &c. By David Macrae. 

18. Life of Napoleon III., with Portrait. By David Macrae. 

19. Travels in America, with special reference to Ontario. By Geo. Eastern 

20. Hindu Thought. By W. A. Leonard. 

21. Mice at Play. By Robt. Forrest. A Story for the whole Family. 

22. Diogenes among the D.D.'s. Contents — Extraordinary Intelligence— 

Beport of Infernal Parliament — Trial of Dr. M*Lcod for the Murder 
of Mr. Moses Law — Broad Church' Millezmium — and other BurlesqueiL 
By David Macrae. 
Alao can be had in Dlnstrated Enamelled Paper Covers, Price lii 

Post Free 14 Stamps. 
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Just Published. 

LIFE STIlXJG-GhXjBS: 

AN AUTOBIOGRAPHIC RECORD 

07 THE 

Rev. JAMES INCHES HILLOCKS, 

A.nthor of "Mission Life in London/' "The Cause, Curse, and Cure of 
Intemperance," "The Poor, and How to Baise Them,*' "Christian 
Revivals,'* "The Welfare of Children," &o., and General Superintendent 
of the Christian Union for Christian Work, 

Edited, with remarks, by the Rev. GEORGE GILFILLAN, M. A. 

The revised and enlarged edition of Mr Hillocks* Prize Autobiography 
(now out of print^ forms the basis of the larger portion of Life Struggles. 
The former work (Life Story) was handsomely acknowledged by Her 
Majesty the Queen, and highly recommended by his Grace the Duke of 
Argyle, the Right Hon. Lord Kinnaird, the late Lord Brougham, the 
Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone, late Revs. Drs. Guthrie and Campbell, Pro- 
fessors Nichol, Miller, and Aytoun, Revs. Dr. Parker, Newman Hall, 
L.L.B., Principal Tulloch, Professor Blackie, and many others; also by 
such ladies as Mrs. S. C. Hall, Mrs. Wightman, and l^irs. Isa Craig* Elnox. 

The Press was equally favourable — 

Weekly Review — "The Life Story of Mr. Hillocks is one which the 
world will not soon let die." 

London Heview — "It is entitled to hold a place in English literature. 
Every sentence is well written and every word is true.*' 

OlasgoiD Citizen — "It is an Iliad of suffering, and a most instructive page 
in the stem chronicles of honest poverty.** 

Aberdeen Free Press — " A noble, manful struggle in the sternest passages 
of which the hero bated not a jot of heart or hope but held right onward to 
. the temple of learning which shone afar, and nothing less his goal.*' 

English Churchman — "A struggle for knowledge more striking than we 
ever remembered to have seen before. ** 

Cheltenham Mercury — "The Author evinces a spirit of piety truly 
refreshing, and his path has been nobly trodden with temperance, charity, 
and integrity.*' 

Weekly Times — " A record of a life struggle, suffering, and success. Th« 
lessons it inculcates are worth being written in letters of gold.** 

British Workman — "It shows what patient perseverance, under God'i 
blessing, will accomplish.'* 

" His motto through his severe life struggle has been the very brief bat 
most pregnant sentence ' 1*11 rise again ! Expressing in one terse phrase. 



\da energy as a man, and his hope as a Christian.** 
Christian Word — " It is a story that ought to ins] 



inspire young men in their 
wrestle with fortune in her sternest moods.*' 

Arbroath Guide — " The account of Mr. Hillocks' life is interesting, and 
we recommend the book to the notice of young men especially.'* 

Journal — " The editor has with a skilful and sympathetic heart framed 
and arranged the most important incidents. It is a very affecting and 
interesting record." 



iiMiS^^i^^^ «|^ jOrtiEg^ ^ SS^^J^ i^^s^lSXiS^JSr J 



THE POETIOAIi WORKS OF ROBERT BURNS, Complete 
with Memoirs, Prefatory Notes, and Marginal Glossary, beautiful Portrait 
and other Illustrations — forming the cheapest larse-type editions of tibe 

, Poet's Works ever issued. Extra cloth, extra gut, price 2s. 6d. ; post 
free, 34 stamps. Cloth extra, price 2s. ; post free for 28 stamps. Cloth 
ooTers, Is. ; post free, 14 stamps.- 



ScGTTiSH Songs— Old Notation. 

SCOTTISH SONGS, Complete; containing the Words and 
Music of 222 Popular Scottish Songs, many of them copyright. In paper 
covers, 9d. ; post free for 10 stamps. In cloth limp, Is. ; post free tor 14 
stamps. Handsomely bound in cloth, gilt, price Is. 6d. ; post free for 20 
stamps. In tartan boards, price 58. ; post free for 64 stiunpa. 



Scottish Songs— Sol-Fa Notation. 

SCOTTISH SONGS, Words and Music in Sol-Fa Notation ; 
containing the Words and Music of 222 Popular Scottish Songs, man^ of 
them copyright. In paper covers, 9d.; post free for 10 stamps. In limp 
doth. Is.; post free for 14 stamps. Handsomely bound in doth, gilt, 
price Is. Qdl; post free for 20 stamps. 



English Songs— Sol-Fa Notation. 

BNGUSH SONGS, Words and Music in Sol-Fa Notatioii ; 
containing the Words and Music of Popular English Songs, many of them 
copyright. In paper covers, 9d. ; post tree for 10 stamps. In limp cloth, 
Is.; post free for 14 stamps. Handsomely bound in cloth, gil^ price 
Is. 6a. ; post free for 20 stamps. 



Ballantine's Scottish Songs. 

ONE HUNDKED SONGS, with Melodies, Original and 
Selected, by James Ballantine, author of '* Castles intheidr," &c.; on 
toned paper and extra binding. Price 58., post free for 64 stamps. In. 
tartan boards, 7s. 6d. ; post free for 94 stamps. 



XEW FIVE SHILLING BOOKS. 

Jut published, poflt fre* lor 06 ttaxnpi. 

LIFE AT A NORTHERN UNIVERSITY. 

Bt iraiL N. MACLEAN, A.M. 
Heing a Htunorous Sketch of JTnimerMUy lAfe, 



AMERICANS AT HOME. 

PlPJr AJfJ) INK aKETCB:jEB or AMEJaiCAN JLITE, 

Bt Ret. DAYID MACRAE. 

NEW WORK. 

LCFE OF THE BEV. THOMAS GUTHRIE, D.D. 

"IVlth POBTRAIT. In Paper' CoTen, Is., post free, 14 stampi; 
Qoth Boards, extra gilt, 28. ; i)08t free, 28 stamps. 



NEW WORK BT H. WABB BEECH JSB. 

Now ready, in extra cloth, bevelled boards, price 2b, ; post free, 28 stamps. 

POPULAR LECTURES ON PREACHING. 

" The expositions of the Art of Proaching haro excited wide-spread interest, and will 
be largehr sought and read by all classes. Imbued as the/ ax« with strong commoa 
sense, and rich with the furoeful eloquence of the great preacher, they will be of untold 
value to the students and professors of tbsolegy not only, but of exceptional intertst to 
genenl readers besides. It oorruscatae witli wit ; it is all humorous with humour ; It is 
ehaiiged with feeling, and sweet, hopeful charity; but the basis of all is the gold of a 
wholesome piety and sterling good boobq."— American Paper$. 

GEORGE BOY'S WOBK& 

Price Two Shillings, post free for 27 stamps. 

In Limp Cloth, Is. Gd., post free for 20 stamps; in ISxtra Cloth Binding^ 2s., 

post free for 28 stamps. 

Price Sixpence each, poit fre« for 7 stamps. 
THE OIj3D, OliX) STOS^IT. 

NEW WORK BY GEORGE E ASTON. 

TRAVELS IN AMERICA. 

"With Bpeoial refeienoe to OMAMO as % Hozu for ¥oiiixi|: Men. 

Ptioe in Fikper Coreri, Is., p«it free for 14 itamps ; in Cloth, 2s.. povk 

icM for 27 ttamps. 
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FOR THE CONCERTINA. 

MARKS' CONOERTrNA PKEOEPTOR, or Pocket Guide to 
the Art of Playing the Concertina ; contAining LeBsoni on the Kudimentii 
of Music, full Instructions and Scales, and a yariet^ of |)opular Airs, 
marked and figured, progreesirely arranged for Beginners. Price 41. ; 
post free for 5 stamps. 

TyfAKRS* OONOERTINA TUTOR : a new and greatly im- 
prored. Instruction Book ; containing a concise Series of Lessons in 
Musio, Instructions, Scales, and a ranety of popular Airs, acouratdly 
markeid and figured throughout. Price 6d. ; post free for 7 stamps. 

MARRS' 350 TUNES FOR THE CONCERTINA. This is 
the best and largest collection of Tunes for this favourite Instrument tlmt 
has yet appeared. Price Is. ; post free for 14 stamps. 

MABRS' SELECTION OF CONCERTINA MUSIC (tmiform 
with ** Concertina Tutor*'); 206 of the most favourite Melodies of all 
Nations, accurately marked and figured throughout. Price Is. ; post free 
for 13 stamps. 

MARRS' SELECTION OF SACRED MUSIC FOR THE 
CONCERTINA; 141 of the most popular Tunes, marked and figured 
throughout. Price 6d. ; post free for 7 stamps. 

MARRS' CONCERTINA MELODIST : a clioice Selection of 
English, Irish, and Scottish Melodies, Airs from the Operas, Christy's 
Minstrel Son^s, &c., all marked and figured for the German Concertina^ 
with Instructions for Playing. Price 6d. ; post free for 7 stamps. 

MARRS' CONCERTINA COMPANION. This Book oan- 
tains above 100 New and PopnUr English, Irish, Scotch, and American 
Airs, several of them copyright. In ipimdc fotlio, price 6d.; post fr/^ for 
7 stiunps. 

MARRS' SELECTION OP 140 TUNES FOR THE CON- 
CERTINA. This will be found to be the cheapest and best selection o£ 
Tunes for the Concertina published. In music folio, price 6d. ; post free 
for 7 stamps. 

MARfiS' SELECTION OF ARMT AND NATY TUNES 
FOR THE CONCERTINA. In music folio, price 6d.; post free for 7 
stamps. 
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MARBS' SBIiEOTION OF DANOE TIJITES FOR THE OON- 
CERTINA. 100 New and Popular Tunes, in mnsio folio, price 6d. ; post 
free for 7 stamps. 

MARKS' SELECTION OF CHRISTY'S MINSTREIi TUNES 
FOR THE CONCERTINA. 112 New and Popular Tones, in music 
folio, price 6d. ; post free for 7 stamps. 

MARRS' REPOSITORY OP CONCERTINA MUSIC. 100 
New Popular Copyright Tunes, in music folio size, price 6d. ; post frele for 
7 stamps. 

MARRS' GEMS OF MUSIC FOR THE CONCERTINA. In 
music folio, price 6d. ; post free for 7 stamps. 

MARRS' SELECTION OF SCOTTISH SONGS, arranged for 
the Concertina, Words and Music. This will be found to be a selection 
of the best Scotch Songs, with the music carefully marked and figured. 
40 pp. imperial Svo, Price 6d. ; post free for 7 stamps. 

MARRS' SELECTION OF CHRISTY'S MINSTREL SONGS, 
arranged for the Concertina, Words and Music. A selection of the most 
popular Christy's Minstrel Songs. 40 pp. imperial Svo, price 6d.; post 
free for 7 stamps. 



For the Pianoforte. 



MARRS' PIANOrFpRTE TUTOR; a new and simple In- 
struction Book, containing complete Lessons to enable the Learner to play 
the Piano-forte easily and thoroughly. It also contains Twenty-seven 

fopular Tunes, progressively arranged for Beginners . In music f oUo, price 
B. ; post free, 14 stamps. 

YOUNG FOLKS' SONGS-SACRED, arranged vitli Piano- 
forte Accompaniments by W. M. Miller. A Selection of 60 Sacred 
Songs, comprising a number of the old favourite Hymns and a few not 
so well known as, owing to their merits, they are likely to become. Though 
specially adapted for the ;jroung, the selection contains a few Hynms 
equally suited for those of riper years. Great attention has been paid to 
the Music, the harmonies bemg simple and not likely to overtask the Uttlt 
fingers. Handsomely bound in cloth, bevelled boards, extra gilt, witii 
Illustrated Title. Price 58.; post free, 70 Stamps. 

YOUNG FOLKS' SONGS-SECTJLAR, arranged with Piano- 
forte Accompaniments by W. M. Millbb. A selection of 60 Songs, being 
a companion to Young Folks' Sacred. Handsomely bound in cloth, 
frdFeiied boardsi extra gilt, with Illustrated Title, l^ce 5s. ; post free, 
70 BtMJnpB, 
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For the Accordion and Flutina. 

AOOORDION PRECEPTOR, or the Pocket Guide to the 
Art of Playing the Accordion and Flutina ; containing a course of Lesson s 
on Music, complete Instructions and Scales, and a Selection of Tunes, 
Sacred and Secular, carefully marked and figured throughout, and ar- 
ranged progressively for Beginners. Price 4d.; post free for 5 stamps. 

AOOORDION AND FLiTJTnTA TUTOR ; a new and greatly 
improved Instruction Book ; containing a concise Series of Lessons in 
Music, with Instructions, Scales, and a variety of Popular Airs, accur- 
ately marked and figured throughout. Price 6d. ; post free for 7 stamps. 

AOOORDION MADE EASY: a OoUection of 150 Easy 
Tunes, carefully marked and figured, progressively arranged for 
Beginners. Price 3d.; post free for 4 stamps. 

BEIiEOTIOlT OP AOOORDION AND FLUTnTA MUSIC 
(uniform with "Accordion and Flutina Tutor") ; containhig 174 of the 
choicest Melodies of all Countries, correetl^ marked and figured through- 
out, forming the best and largest Collection of Tunes for these instru- 
ments which has yet appeared. Price Is. ; post free for 13 stamps. 



For the Violin. 



MARRS' VIOLIN PRECEPTOR, or Pocket Guide to the- 
Art of Playing the Violin ; containing a complete course of Lessons on 
Music, with Instructions, Scales, and a Selection. of AirSj arranged in an 
easy and progressive style. Price 4d. ; post free for 5 stiunps. 

MARRS' VIOLrN TUTOR : a new and greatly improved In- 
struction Book (uniform with " Selections"); containing a concise Series 
of Lessons in Music, Instructions, Scales, and a variety of Popular Airs. 
Price 6d. ; post free for 7 stamps. 

MARRS' SELECTION OP VIOLIN MTJSIO (uniform with 
"Violin Tutor" ) ; containing 233 of the most Popular Airs, Marches, 
Strathspeys, Reels, Hornpipes, Jigs, Country Dances, Quicksteps, Quad- 
rilles, Polkas, &c., each page forming a complete Medley. This is the 
best and largest collection ever offered for the money, four times its 
price having been formerly charged for half the number of pieces. 
Price Is.; post free for 13 stamps. 

POPULAR DUET BOOK: a Selection of fevomlte Airs, ar- 
ranged as Duets and Trios, for Two or Three VioliiUi. Cloth, 28.; post 
free for 28 stamps. 
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BUjVEK OOBD: a Seleotion of lOO Secular and Sacred Melo- 
dies in tho Sol-fa Notation. Price 2d. ; post free for 3 stomps. 

THE OHOBTJSES of Donizetti's Opera, "Lucia de Ijammer- 
moor," in the Tonic Sol-fa Notation, and used by the Glasgow Tonio 
Sol-fa Choral Society at Mr. Sims Beeves' Concert. Price 6d. ; post free 
for 7 stamps. 

HANDEL'S ORATORIO "ATHALIA," in the Tonio Sol-fii 
Notation. Price Is. 6d. ; post free for 20 stamps. 

HANDEL'S ORATORIO "BELSHAZZAR, in the Tonic 
Sol-fa Notation. Price Ss. 6d. ; post free for 45 stomps. 



NEW SERIES-SOL-FA SCHOOL BOOKS. 

PRIOE ONE PENNY. 

LITTLE 8UNBEAUB, No. 1, Simple Pieces for Inflant ClasseB. 
LXTTLB SUNBEAMS, No. 2, ^ Do. do. 

LITTLE SUNBEAMS, No. 8, Do. do. 

SCHOOL DUETS, No. 1, Slmi>le Pieces arranged In Two Parts for Junior 
Classes. 

SCHOOL DUETS, No. 2, ' DO. do. 

NATIONAL MELODIES (Scotob), No. 1, Simply arranged. 
NATIONAL MELODIES (Scotcb), No. 2, Do. 

NATIONAL MELODIES (EngUsH), No. 3, Do. 

(This Seriea wiU include Melodies of principal NaHms.) 

SCHOOL TRIOS, No. 1, Arranged for Senior Classes. 
SCHOOL TRIOS, No. 2, Do. do. 

SILVER BELLS, No. 1, A Selection of Two-Part Pieces snltaUe for Junior 

Classes. 

SILVER BELLS, No. 2, Do. do. 

SILVER BELLS, No. 8, Do. do. 

SILVER BELLS, NO. 4, DO. do. 

SILVER CHIMES, No. 1. A Stiectlon Of TWO and Tliree-Part Pieces soitalde 
for Senior Classes. 

SILVER CIIMES, No. 2, Do. do. 

SILVER HORN. A Selection of Sacred and Secular pieces snltaUe for tbe 
more advanced Classes In Day Schools. Price 2d., Post firee tat S 
stamps. 
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SACRED MUSIC IN THE OLD NOTATION. 

R. A. SMITH'S ANTHEMS, DOXO"LOQIES, &c.: only 
Complete Edition, containing Thirteen Favourite Pieces not in any- 
other; uniform with, and forming a Companion to, ''Marrs' Saosju) 
Music. " Price Is. ; post free for 14 stamps. 

MARIRS' (late Oameron's) SELEOTIOnsr of SACKED MTJSIO : 
300 of the most Popular Psalm and Hymn Tunes used in Churches, 
including many Copyright Pieces which cannot appear in any other 
work; with Lessons on the Art of Singing, and a Precentor's Directory 
to appropriate Tunes for the various Psiilms, Paraphrases, &c. Price 2s. ; 
post free for 28 stamps. 

MARKS' (late Cameron's) NATIONAL. PSALMIST : a neat 
Pocket Collection of Sacred Music for use in Church; containing 154 of 
the Tunes most frequently sung; with Lessons on Singing, 18mo, in 
paper covers, 6d. ; post free for 7 stamps. In limp cloth. Is. ; post free 
for 14 stamps. 

MARKS' (late Cameron's) NATIOlSfAL LYEIST: a Selec- 
tion of the most popular Tunes in all metres, suitable for the dififerent 
Hymn Books, as well as for the Psalms and Paraphrases. Pocket size, 
cloth, gilt edges, price Is. 6d. ; post free for 20 stamps. In limp cloth. 
Is. ; post free for 14 stamps. In paper covers, 9d.; post free 10 stamps. 



SACRED MUSIC in the TONIC SOL-FA NOTATION. 

MATCRS' SELECTION OF SACRED MUSIC: Part I., con- 
taining 203 Psalm Tunes, in different Metres. Tonic Sol-fa Notation. 
Paper covers, price 6d. ; post free for 7 stamps. In cloth limp, 9d. ; post 
free for 10 stamps. 

I4ARRS' SELECTION OF SACRED MUSIC: Part EC., 
containing 181 Hymn Tunes, Doxologies, and Chants, specially suited 
for the Hymn Books. Tonic Sol-fa Notation. In paper covers, prioe 6d.; 
post free for 7 stamps. In cloth limp, 9d. ; post free for 10 stamps. 

MARRS' SELECTION OF SACRED MUSIC, containiiig 
above 374 Psalm Tunes, Doxologies, and Chants. Tonic Sol-fa Notation. 
In paper covers. Is. ; post free for 14 stamps. In cloth Ump, Is. 6d. ; post 
free for 20 stamps. 

TUNE BOARDS FOR PRECENTORS' DESKS.— Just pre- 
pared, a new set of Tune Boards, which for distinctness and cheapnesSy 
are without a rival — each Board has a Time on each side. A &unpl« 
Board can be sent, post &ee, on receipt of 12 postage stamps. 
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TOY BOOES. 

Nev Seriea, joat Publiihed, beaaiifuUy Illnitrated, and printed hy the 

fint lathogntphcrv in Britain. 



Priob Sixpxnoa. 
1. Merry Tfancnr. 

!• Happ J Houn. 

3. Picture Alp&aibel 

i. Merry Children. 

0u TouBcr Fdlkflf Joju 

e. Ghfldrea'^a Oountry Peti. 

7. AlpHaliet of iixlmalff. 



PiacB One Shilling. 

1. Georffe Waililn^rton. 

%, Tbe Ten Little Trayeilera. 

5. Funny Aalmala. 
1. Pioture ALpluLliait 

6. BrltUb Sporta. 

6. Sporta and Gamea. 

7. Little Folka at Home. 

8. Happ7 Boy a and Girls. 

9. Tlie Inlknt CUnee. 
10. Little Folka in Cblna. 



NEW SERIES OF TWO SHILLING NOVELS- 

Bcumd in Boards. BeontHfulfy EhimSnaUd Cover, Post free, 30 9tamp9, 



1. The Abbot of Aberbrothock. 

2. The Gold Hunters. 

3 The Ferils of the Sea. 



4. Love and Fortune Lost. 
6. Magi^ie Lyndaay. 
6. Hada, the Hindu. 



THE FfRESIDE SERIES OF NOVELS. 

Price 6d, each, or Post free for 7 stamps. 



1. A Gold Hunter'a Adrenturea be- 

tween Melbourne and BaUarak 

2. The Adventnrea of a Middiip- 

man. 

3. Life at the GkJd Mineer 

4. The Household Skeleton. 
6. Wamcliffa the Waoderer* 

6. The Brave Old Salt; or, Ii£e on 

the Quarter-Deck. 

7. The Light Dracoon. 

8. The Gambler's Last Fledge. 

9. Life Among the Red Lidiana. 

lU Dghta and Shadoiwa of Seottiah 
Life. By Prof eaaor Wilaeo, of 
jBdinburgh Uoivenrity; 



IL 



12. 

I 13. 
14. 

15. 
16L 
17. 

18. 

181 



Triala of Margaret Lyndaay. Bt 

Prof eaaor Wilson^ of Edinbnr^ 

Uniyeraity. 
The Trail of Blood. 
The Conacript'a Beyenge. 
Walter Ogilvy; or. The Foxgo^ 

ten !NFante. 
A Widonr'a Derxrtion. 
The Misaing Wife. 
Bums' and Tannahill's Poema. 
A Strange Life; or, The lii^ el 

a Literary Vagrant* 
Wandering Menie. 
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MONSTER SHILLING NOVELS. 

Bemiti/utty Ilhmiimted Cover, Pott free, 14 ttcmpx. 

1. 8«iiwtion«l Sea Norels (498 pages). | 2. Korels for To-Day (480 p*gM)i. 
3. Adrentnrea in Setrch of Gold (498 pages). 



CHEAP LIBRARY OF AMUSEMENT AND 

INSTRUCTION. 

The following Voltunefl, price 6d. each ; post free for 7 stampB. 

TSE MODEIi liETTER-WRITEB, for Ladies and Gentle- 

men, forming a complete Guide to the Art of Polite Correspondence en 
all subjects. 18mo, sowed, fancy cover. 

FtBESIBE AMtJSEMElTTS FOR WTtTTER EVENIKOS ; 
oontaining the best Riddles, Enigmas, Conundrums, Puzzles, FortnSje- 
telling, Forfeits, Charms, Ceremonies, Magic, Legerdemain, Tricks with 
Cards and Dice, Fireworks, &c. ISmo, sewed, fancy cover. 

THE BUDGET OP AITEOBOTE, WIT, AND WJMOXJR; 
a Choice Collection of Anecdotes, Jests, Puns, and other Comic Sayings, 
selected from the best sources. ISmo, sewed, fancy cover. 

"PATOHWORE:," a Book of Pun and Fun, compiled by 
Mr. Howard Paul, and containing the be»t selection of Anecdotes, &•., 
ever published. ISmo, sewed, fancy cover. 

THE LIVES OF OEIiEBRATEB WARRIORS- Wallaoe^ 
Brace, Wellington, Bonaparte, Havelock, and Sir Colin CampbelL 
ISmo, sewed, fancy cover. 

POPtTLAR STORIES BY POPULAR WRITERS ; or, Uglrt 
Reading for Leisure Hours. Demy 18mo, sewed, fancy cover. 

I^tMLB TALES FOR UtTTLE READERS: ATmiRiTig 
StttHem for the Youngs with Woodcuts. 16nu), sewed, fancy cover. ' 

THE POETICAL WORKS OF ROBERT TAJTlyrAHTTiI,.. 
with Memoir of his Life. 32mo, fancy cover. 

JOHNSON'S DICTIONARY. 3Smo, oloth, strongly bound. 
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MISCELLANEOUS BOOKS. 

HOW TO WRITE: a Pocket Manual of Composition and 
Letter- Writing, embracing hints on Penmanship and the choice of Writ- 
ing^ Materials; Practical Kules for Literary Composition in general, and 
Epistolary and Newspaper Writing and Proof -correcting in particular; 
and Directions for Writing Letters of Business, Relationship, and Love, 
illustrated by numerous examples of genuine Epistles from the pens of the 
best Writers. To which are addea Forms of Letters of Introduction, 
Notes, Cards, &c. In paper covers, 6d..; post free for 7 stamps. 

HOW TO DEBATE: a Manual for Debating Societies, with 
Hints as to Public Speaking. Price 2d. ; post free for 3 stamps. 

HOW TO .BEHAVE : a Manual of Etiquette and Polite Bo- 
haviour, and Guide to correct Personal Habits : embracing Personal 
Habits, Dress, Self -culture. Manners, and Morals ; Courtesy, Etiquette, 
Domestic Manners, Apologies, Situations, Receptions, Visits and Calls, 
Observances of Everyday Life, Etiquette of Occasion and Places ; Love, 
Courtship, Marriage, etc. Price 6(1 ; post free for 7 stamps. 

HOW TO DO BUSINESS : a Manual of Practical Affairs, and 
Guide to Success in Life ; embracing Principles of Business, Advice in 
reference to a Business Education, Choice of a Pursuit, Buying and 
Selling, General Maoagement, Causes of Success and Failure, how to get 
Customers, Business Forms, etc. Price 6d.; post free for 7 stamps. 

OAMElCON'S SHORT-HAND WRITER'S POCKET GUIDE, 

being a Now and Improved System of Stenography, whereby that art 
may be acquired in a few hours, without the aid of a teacher. Boyal 
32mo, cloth gilt, price 6d. ; post free for 7 stamps. 

THE READY REOKOITER, or. Trader's Sure Guide; con- 
taining accurate Tables of the value of any quantity of goods from \d, to 
£1, with Tables of Interest, Weights, and Measures, &c. Price 6d. 

GRAY'S INTRODnOTIOlT TO ARITHMETIC for use in 
Schools and Private Instruction. Price 6d.; post free for 7 stamps. 

A CATECHISM FOR YOUNG COMMUNICANTS on the 
Nature and Use of the Sacrament of Our Lord's Supper. By the late Rev. 
Dr. Andrew Thomson, Edinburgh. Price 3d. ; post free for 4 stamps. 

JOHNSON'S DICTIONARY OP THE ENGLISH LAN- 
guage : containing many additional words not to be met with in former 
Pocket Edition, accentuated for Pronunciation on the basis of Walker. 
Diamond 32mo, neat Pocket Edition, cloth, price 6d.; post free for 7 
■tamps. Also an ISmo edition, cloth, price 9d.; post free for II stamps. 

WATT'S DIVINE SONGS, ISmo., with Engravings. Prio© 
3(1; post free for 4 stamps. 
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LETTER WRITERS. 

New and Improved Series. Illustrated Covers. 

THE GENTLEMEIT'S LETTER WRITEB; containing 75 
specimens of Letters on Business, Friendship, Love, Courtship, Marriage, 
and various other subjects, with applications for Situations, Forms of 
Receipts and Bills, Correspondents* Directory, and List of Useful Abbre- 
viations. Price 3cL ; post free for 4 stamps. 

THE liADIES' LETTER WRITER containing 67 examples 
of Letters on Love, Courtship, Business, Friendship, and a variety of other 
subjects, with forms of Invitations, Cards, Notes, Bills, &c. ; Directions 
for Addressing persons of all Banks, and list of Abbreviations. Price 
3d. ; post free for 4 stamps. 

HOW TO WRITE : a Pocket Manual of Composition and 
Letter Writing. Price 6d. ; post free for 7 stamps. 

THE MODEL LETTER- WRITER, for the use of Ladies and 
Gentlemen: a complete Guide to Correspondence; comprising 142 origi- 
nal Letters on Business, Love, Courtship, Marriage, and other subjects; 
Directions for Letter Writing, Instructions for making Wills, Forms of 
Invitations, Beceipts, Bills, and Notes: Correspondents* Directory, and 
copious List of Useful Abbreviations. Price 6d. ; post free for 7 stamps. 

THE PBNITY LOVE-LETTER WRITER: a complete Guide 
to Correspondence on Love, Courtship, and Marriage. Price Id. ; free b3'' 
post for 2 stamps. 



RECITERS. 

LLOYD'S OOMIO RECITER; a Selection of favourite Comic 
Pieces for Becitation. Price One Penny; post free for 2 stamps. 

THE MODERN RECITER; a Selection of Standard Pieces in 
Prose and Verse, selected from the best Modem Authors. Price 3d.; 
post free for 4 stamps. ' 

THE HANDBOOK OF RECITATION ; a Selection of the 
newest and most popular Pieces. Price 3d.; post free for 4 stamps. 

THE RECITER ; a Selection of first-class Pieces from the 
most popular Authors. Price 3d. ; post free for 4 stamps. 

THE POPULAR RECITER , or Handbook of Modem Elo- 
cution; a Selection of the choicest pieces in Prose and Verse, for Recita- 
tion, 18mo, sewed, fancy cover, price 6d.; post free for 7 stamps. 

RECITATIONS AND READINGS ; selected from the best 
Authors. This Book is unequalled as a cheap collection of R^^\^ci)it3tfsG&, 
Price 6d. ; post free for 7 stamps. 
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MARR8' Penny Headline Copy Books. 

In Ten Oopy Books, with Engraved Headlines, consisting of 
a Series of Progressive Lessons in Penmanship, from the simplest to the 
most difficult. 



1. Initiatory Lessons. 

2. Combination of Letters. 

3. Combination of Words. 

4. Text or Large Hand. 

5. Text and Round Hand. 



6. Half -Text or Bonnd Ha&d. 

7. Half -Text and SmalL 

8. Small Hand. 

9. Text, Half-Text, and Small. 
10. Current Hand. 



1 Dozen post free for 13 ataiaps. 



MARR8' Twopenny Headline Copy Books. 

In Ten Oo]py Books, with Engraved Headlines, on Superfine 
Paper, consisting of a series of Progreusive Lessons in Penmanship, from 
the simplest to the most difficult. 



1. Initiatory Lessons. 

2. Combination of Letters. 

3. Combination of Words. 

4. Text or Large Hand. 

5. Text and Round Hand. 



6. Half-Text or Round Hand. 

7. Half-Text and SmaU. 

8. Small Hand. 

9. Text, Half-Text, and Small. 
10. Current Hand. 



1 Dozen post free for 26 stamps. 



Marrs' City of Glasgow Penny Pencils. 

For General Use. Not to bb Excelled. In Six Different DKi;iiKBa. 



HHard. 
HB Hard, yet Black. 
B Medium, for General Use. 



BB Soft and Black. 
BBB Softer and very Black. 
F Fine and Firm. 



These Pencils are made of a really good Lead, and will be found very 
suitable for all kinds of Writing, as specilied above. 1 Dozen post fi-ee 
for 14 stamps. 



